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A SHOUT 



ACCOUNT 



OF THE 



A U T H O R's LIFE. 

MAjor-General GOjR D OiV' was His birth 
the cldeft fon of Alexander Gordon ^ ^™** 
of Achtntouly one of the fenators of the 
college of jufticc, in the reign of King 
James VII. by his wife, Ifohel Grajj daugh- 
ter to Gray of Braik^ brother to Lord 
Gray; and was born the 27th o£ Decern'^ 
ber 1669. 

His grandfather, George Gordon of 
Cocklarachie was twice married : by his firft 
wife, a daughter of Seaton of Titmeddenj he 
had two fons, Alexander (our Author's fa- 
ther) and James J the predecefTor of Gordon 
of Ardmellse. By his fecond wife, a daugh- 
ter of Frafcr of Thilorth^ (the predecefTor 

a 2 of 






iv Y^he AuthorV Life. 

of Lord Saltbn) he had another fon ; of 
whom, Gordon of Cocklarachie is defcended* 
He purchafed the eftate of ^chintoul^ and 
gave it to Alexander his elde/l fon. 

How foon our Author was of a proper 

age, he was put to a country fchool, where 

He Is fcnthe continued till he was fourteen, when his 

father fent him to Tarts to profecute his 

ftudies. He continued there till after the 

Enters revolution in t688, when he gave way to 

mmta^^as ^^^ ^^tural bent of his genius, by entering 

a Cadci. himfclf a Cadet in one of the companies 

raifed at the defire of King James VH. to 

. aflift the French King in the wars he then 

had in Catalonia *. In this fervice he carried 

a mulket two campaigns, and behaved fo 

well, that he was generally efteemed by all 

who knew him: on his return, he had a 

Captain's 

"^ In thefc companies there were befides our Author a 
great many other Scots gentlemen, among whom were, the 
late Major Buchan of Achnacoy^ Colonel Irvine fon to Irvine 
•f Cults^ Robert Arhuthnot afterwards banker at Paris, ^ John 
Gray of Aberdeen, Colonel WauchopoS. the family o£ Nydrie 
and Graim fon to Graim of Braco, who afterwards be- 
came a capuchin, was well known by the name of Father 
Craim^ and only died laft year at Boulogne in France. 
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Captain's commiffion beftowcd on him by Lewis 

^ . "^ XIV. 

Lewis XIV. makes him 

a Gaptaio. 

H E did not continue long in the French 
fcrvice, but came over to Scotland and lived He returns 
with his father till the year 1692 or i^93> wf'but 
when he again went abroad ; and the firft %^ *s*^ 

? r -n /r abroad. 

accounts of him were from Rujjta. 

Here he fooo got acquainted with 
Lieutenant-general Patrick Gordon oi Ach^ 
leuchriesj then General in chief of all the 
Rujfian forces, who introduced him to the 
Czan Tho' the General was always his 
faft friend, his future preferment was not 
intirely owing to his intereft : his firft com- upon 
miflion in the Ruffian fervice, was beftowed ^^** ?^* 

•^ ' cauon he 

upon him in a way which does honour togothisfirft 
the memory of ^eier the Great. Soon ^ in the 
after his arrival in Ruffia he was invited ^"-^''^ 
to a marriage, where a good many young 
gentlemen of the beft families in the coun- 
try were prefent. Few nations are fond of 
foreigners ; and the Ruffians in particular, 
are too apt to defpife them. When 'tncfc 
gentlemen were warm with their . liquor, 

fomc 
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fomc of them fpoke very difrefpeft fully oF 
foreigners in general, and of the Scots in 
particular; they even went the length oF 
perfonal abufe. Mr. Gordon, who to his 
lafl: hour had a ftrong paflion for his coun- 
try, could not hear it abufed by any body, 
without refenting the infult. He modeftly 
reprefcnted to them the injuftice of fuch in- 

difcriminate fatire, acknowledged there 

were bad, but infifted there were alfo good 

men in all countries, begged, they would 

not lay him under the difagreeable neceflity 
of quarrelling with them, by enlarging fur- 
ther on fuch a grating fqbje<5l ; and told 

them, that it was unworthy gentlemen to 
be influenced by vulgar prejudices. The 
mildnefs of his reproof, like oil poured upon 
the fire, only ferved to inflame thcfe brave 
fellows, who exclaimed againft foreigners 
and Scotland^ more than even When he 
could bear their infolencc no longer, he 
gave the one who fat next to him a blow 
on the temple, which brought him on the 
floor ; in an inftaiit, he and other five were 
upon Mr. Gordon, and fcemed determined to 
inake him fall a viftim to their national pre- 
judice J 
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judice ; but our Author not in the leaft inti- ^^^^ ^ 
midated by their number, in a few minutes 
obliged them to retreat, and had the glory 
of the viftory in this very unequal combat. 
Tho' they ufed no other weapons but their 
fifts, Mr. Gordons were fo weighty, and be- 
ftowed with fo good will, that his antago- 
nifts bore the marks of them for fcvcral 
weeks. Next day a. complaint was given a com- 
m to Czar Teter, wherein Mr. Gordon was P^^*"'. «»• 
rq>rc(ented in the worft light imaginable, the Czart 
His majefty thought it a very Angular thing 
to have a complaint of this nature brought 
before him, when attended with luch dif- 
graceful circumftances on the part of the 
complainers ; he therefore, immediately or- 
dered Mr. Gordon to be fent for : our Au- 
thor, tho' no man was lefs a coward, owned 
that this meffage made him tremble ; how- 
ever, as it behoved to be obeyed, heinftantly 
waited on the Czar, who putting on a very 
ftern countenance, afked him how he came 
to be fo turbulent, and whether the charge 
brought againft him was juft ? Mr. Gordon 
tdd his majefty the occafion of the qulrrcl 
with £o much ingenuity, fpoke fo modeftly 

of 
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of his own behaviour, and feemed fo ferry 
to have incurred the Czar's di^Ieafure, that 
the affair ended in a manner quite contrary 
to the expeftations of his enemies. The 
Czar, after hearing him very patiently, faid> 
jj^ * Well, Sir, your accufers have done you 
Mr. Gof * juftice, by allowing that you beat fix men : 

this, he withdrew, and in a few minutes 
returned with a Major's commiflion, which 
he prefented to Mr. Gordon with his own 
hand. This anecdote of our Author's, hi- 
ftory he once told, and we believe, never 
but once; not out of vanity, for no man 
had a larger fhare of modefty, but in an 
accidental converfation on the fiercencfs of 
the Czar's difpofition, and how much Jiis 
difpleafure was dreaded by his greateft fub- 
jefts. 

* 

Th E favours of the great can never have 
an ill cffeft, but upon (hallow and ignoble 
minds, when judicioufly bcftowed, as in 
the prefent cafe,* they anfwer the nobleft 
purpofes ; and we are perfuaded, this early 
mark of the Czar^s favour, laid in our 

Author 
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Author the foundation of that cfteem and 
veneration which he continued to have for 
Teter the Great to the laft hour of his life; 
and was a noble incitement to that bravery 
and intrepidity which fo greatly diftinguilh- 
cd his after conduft. 

Th E Czar, who was well acquaintecl 
with the charafter of every ofiicer who 
commanded under him, foon difcovered that 
his favour had not been ill beftowed upon hc gets % 
Major Gordon, and a few months thereafter ^'C"^^- 
made him a Lieutenant-colonel. He had nci's com- 
fcarce been three years in his fervice when ^^ ^l(xtx* 
he got the command of a regiment. ^*^^' * 

^ ° regiment. 

He was prefent at the taking o( ^Jophy^^^ ^^^ 
from the Turks in 1696, and had frequent ^«"5 »* ^^ 

!_, taking of 

encounters with the Tartars. The troops j/bp6 in 
under his command, animated ' by his ex- ' ' ' 
ample, and inured to a ftrift tho' not a 
fevcre difcipline, were amongft the firft in 
the Ruffian afmy who diftinguifhed them- 
lelves in the field, and exprefled a juft con- 
cern for the honour of their country ; which 
Vol. I. b Charles 
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Charles XIL had not only invaded, but 
affefted to treat with (o much contempt. 

His mar- \^ the year 1699 or 1700, he married 
his friend General Tatrick Gordons daugh- 
ter, then the widow of Colonel Strashurgh^ 
^German; by whom he had feveral chil- 
dren, who all died in their infancy. 

Is taken pj^ ^^g taken prifoner at the battle of 

pnfoncr at r • 

the battle iWn;^, and lent into Siveden^ where he 
was detained for feveral years. No argu- 
ments could prevail upon the Czar to allow 
his lady, or indeed the ladies of any other 
foreign officers to repair to them: perhaps 
he thought that detaining in his power fuch 
dear pledges, was the ftrongeft fecurity he 
could have of their attachment to his intc- 
reft and fervice. 

isrclcafcd Co L o N E L GordoYi was at laft exchanged 
^^^\\^^rT^*^i^ Ehtpi a Sivedijh Colonel, whom 
confine- tj^e Ruffians had taken prifoner in Livonia. 

mcnt, and r r t • • t -n 

made a A few days after he jomed the Ruffian army, 

Bcral.'^^ the Czar advanced him to the rank of a 

Brigadier, and foon thereafter made him a 

Major-general. 

As 
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As the Gzar had great confidence in Ge- 
neral Gordons conduft and bravery, he 

» 

generally pitched upon^*him to go on the 
moft hazardous exploits. Soon after his 
arrival from his Swedfjh confinement an oc- 
cafion of (hat kind offered, when Charles 
XII. was isy crofs the T)ifna^ in order to 
join the Hettfnan Mazepa. Teter^ who is fcnt by 

the C^zsir 

was determined to difpute this pafs warmly, on a very 
ordered General Gordon, on the head of a *^^"''?^^^ 

' exploit, 

battalion of grenadiers, three i^giments of 
foot, and four regiments of dragoons, with 
eight field-pieces, to oppofe his paffagc over 
the river. As preventing the Swedes* to 
crofs this river, feemed of the laft import- 
ance to the Ruffians, General Gordon, with 
the officers andfoldiers under his command, 
went chearfully on ; determined to make a 
refblute defence. He came up w ith the e- ^j^^ ^c 
nemy on the 21ft of Othber 1708, znd of s^'edtn 
about fix at night the Swedes attempted to to crofs 
crofs the river on floats of • trees, which ^^^ '^^""^^ 
they had prepared for that purpofe, but^varmiy 
were often beat back by General Gordons byccnera! 
detachment. The firing^ continued on both ^^'*^'^''* 
fides without in termifllon, till cloven o'clock, 

b 2 when 
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^ - 

when the Ruffians' ammunition was entirely 
fpcnt. The General had fent feveral adju^ 
tants to the main army, which lay at a 
place called Verowichj about fcvcn leagues 
diftant, dcfiring a frefh fupply ; but not a 
The J?tt/- pound was fent him. At laft, to his great 
jamQbr mortification, he received an drder from 
fctrcat. Marfhal Sheremetoffy to retreat and draw 
off the troops in the beft manner he couldt 
Notwithftanding the darknefs of the nighty 
and the clofe fire of the enemy, he carried 
off the artillery and wounded men. In this 
aftion, the Rujfians had about eight hun- 
dred killed, and nine hundred wounded^ 
The Swedes were computed to have loft a- 
bout two thoufand. The General imputed 
his not having a fupply of ammunition fent 
him, to Prince Menzekojff\ who had a pique 
againft him; and perhaps intended by this, 
j:o ruin him in the efteem of the Czar: 
however, his fchemc had not the defired 
fuccefs; for his majefty, abundantly fatif- 
fied that General Gordon had done his duty 
as a brave officer, never once infinuated the 
leaft fulpicion of his cpnduft on. that occa.- 
fibn. 

I? 



* 

* 
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It was hardly pofTible that two cha-,^^^*'^ 

betwixt 

rafters fo oppofite as thofc o£ Menzekoff pxisKc 
and General Gordon could live in good^J.^* 
terms with one another : the oqe a dcfign- General 
Ing fycophant, jHaftifed in the low arts of 
cunning and diflimulation ; no lefs diftin- 
guifhcd for his infolence to his inferiors^ 
than his abjeft cringing to his fuperiors; 
railed from obscurity by the favour of his 
Sovereign, not on account of the reftitudc 
of his principles, but entirely for the quick- 
neis of his parts, and his fitnefs for being 
the tool of an arbitrary Prince. The o- 
ther, brave and open, born a gentleman, 
unfldlled in the arts of courtiers, railed by 
his merit, and re/pefted for his good beha- 
viour. . 

Sometime before the battle of ? «/- ceocnd 
tawa. General Gorr/on was fent into To- ?^^ *• 

' ^ ^ lent into 

landj along with General Goltz and Prince Pa/and^ 
Galitzerij to <^pofe the Swedijh army com- 
manded by General CraJpnVy and the ^oles 
and Utbuanians in the intereft of Stanijlaus. 
The Ruffian Generals had a body of about ^ 

ten thoufand men, and came up with the 

"Poles 
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^oles at a place called Todkamieni in Black- 
Ruffia^ where an engagement enfued, in 
which the Rujfians had the viftory. On 
this defeat of the Tolesy King Stanijlaus and 
General CraJJow with the troops under their 
command, marched back into Great To- 
land: General Goltz purfucd theni till he 
joined the Crown-generals at Limberg ; 
Frlncc Galitzen was recalled to his com- 
mand of the guards ; and General Gordon 
where he had the command of the infantry. He re- 
^I^J"*^^' mained in that country a confiderable time, 
▼anugcs and obtained feveral advantages over the e- 

ovcr the r i • i i r 

enemy, ncmy ; for the particulars whereor, we re- 
fer to the VIII. and IX. books of the 
cnfuing hiftory : only, it may be here ob- 
fcrved, that he brought to Scotland with him 
feveral ftandards and military trophies, which 
he had taken at difiercnt times from the 
Voles. 

Is fcnt to ^^ ^^^ afterwards fcnt mtoTranfylva-- 
a^;ft niaj to afllft Prince Ragotfky againft the 
^otjfy. houfe of Auflriay where his fervice was fo 
, agreeable to that Prince, that he made him 

confiderable prefents ; amongft others, fe- 
veral 
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vcral tons of the hcik Tokay wine; (bme 
hogfhoads of which he brought to Scotland. 

Oa his return to To/and from Tranfylva- ^^^^ 
niam 1 7 1 1 , he got account of his father's count of 
death, (which had happened the preceeding death, and 
year) whereupon he applied to court for a 1"']? ^^ 
pcrmiflion to leave the Rujfian fervice, in- fcnricc. 
tending to return to his native country with 
his lady, and take poflefllon of his paternal 
cftate. Which permiflion having obtained, 
under the hand of Prince Menzekoff^ he left 
Toland (after delivering over the troops 
to the officer who fucceeded him in com- 
mand) and came down to Dantzick, from 
thence to Holland^ where he took paflagc . . 
for England J and arrived at Harwich in England^ 
September 171 1. 

As he had now no further thoughts of scuks oa 
going abroad, foon after his arrival in Scot- ^^^ ^ ^^^^ 
knd^ he caufed make an addition to \i\%land. 
houfe o^ Achintoul; and in 171 2 purchafed 
the barony of Laithers in Aherdeenjhire. 

H E refided fometimes at Aherdeen^ fome- 
mnes at Edinburgh^ till the year 171 5, 

when 
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Is con- when the troubles of his country broke 
the rebel- out, in which he was concerned, and aAed 
*«»i7is*as Lieutenant-general under the Earl of 
Mar. In that ftation Jie commanded the 
highland clans at Sher\ffmuir ; and any ad- 
vantage they had over the King's troops, 
was generally attributed to his fkill and con- 
duft. 

^j^jjjjjj^ When the rebel army broke up from 
tbe clans TertL he conduced the clans along the 

in Aber» 

4ggf^ coaft to Aberdeen J and from that place ftill 
further north, without fufFcring them to 
commit any injury or depredation in the 
towns or countries through which they 
pafled. This retreat may be reckoned a- 
mongft the cleared proofs of his military 
ikill : for, how difEcult muft it be to re- 
ftrain undifciplined troops, efpecially on a 
retreat, and when they know themfelves 
aTready obnoxious to the laws of their' 
country in the higheft degree. The inha- 
bitants of thofe parts through which he 
marched, have ftill a great veneration for 
his memory. 

Gjsnerai* 



* 

J 
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General Gordon was included amon^rft is atraint- 

cd bv a 

Others who were attainted of treafon forbe-wr^ng 
iDgconcernedin that rebellion; but efcapcd "^^^^'^^ , 
by a mifnorner in the aft of attainder, being broad. 
defigned by the name of Thomas inftead of 
Alexander^ which faved his life and for- 
tune. He kept private in the highlands 
and adjacent ifles, till the year 17 17, when 
he went to France with the late Mar- 
quis o( Seafdrth^ where he continued till 
1727. 

In 1724 ha was offered a Lieutenant- ^f^"^" a 
generaFs commiflion in the Spanijh fcrvice, nant-gcnc- 
which he declined, chufing rather to return J^j^on^^n 
to his own country, and fpend the reft of ^^^5 5/^- 
his days in retirement, when he Ihould in- vice. 
dine to leave France. 

From 1727 that he returned to ire;/- Returns to 
land till 1739, when his lady died, he cn-f f '^^''^ 
joyed all the happinefs that refults from a 
country retirement, an agreeable neighbour- 
hood and univerfal refpeft. 

Vol. I. c Some- 
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HisfccoDd Sometime after his lady's death, he 
mamagc, ^^^^\^^ ^^ j^jg {^qq^^ ^jf^ Mrs, Margaret 

Moncriej^ eldeft daughter to Sir Thomas 
Moncrief of that ilk ; with whom he lived 
and death, very happily till the end of July 1752, when 
he died in the Sad year of his age, of a tedious 
illnefs occafioned by the ftranguary and gra- 
vel. He was buried on the 5th of ^uguji 
in his father's burial-place at Marnoch-kirk ; 
and left no iflue by any of his wives. 

iiis cha-' He was diflinguifhed for probity, bene- 
volence, and -fimplicity of manners, invari- 
able in his friendfhips, generous and recon- 
cileable to his enemies, a hofpitable neigh- 
bour, and a nioft indulgent hufband. To 
fum up his charafter in a few words, he was 
a good foldier, and an honeft man. 

For feveral years before his death, he 
amufed himfelf at leifure hours, by writing 
the enfuing Hiftory, which he brings down 
to the death of y^/er the Great. During 
the moft remarkable period of that Prince's 
Teign, he was in the country he writes, of, 

and 



^ 
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and often prefent at the fcencs he defcribes. 
After he returned to Scotland, he kept a 
correfpondenee with fome gentlemen in the 
Czar's fervice, which, with the public no- 
tices of affairs in Ruffia^ gave him fufficient 
knowledge how things went after he left 
it. 

As his military genius difcovered itfelf An apolo- 
very early, it entirely diverted him from the \h^ 
fhidy of polite literature ; and his having 
(pent fo much of his time in foreign coun- 
tries, at the period of life when elegance 
and correftnefs- of ftyle may be moft eafily 
acquired, will, we hope, have fome weight 
with thofe who might ptherways be dif- 
poled to criticife upon his language. It will 
be unaeceffary for fuch to tell the public, 
that the Author of the Hiftory of Teter the 
Great was no fcholar ; that his ftyle is un- 
adorned with the flowers of rhetoric, and 
his periods not harmonious ; all this he mo- 
deftly acknowledges : veracity and a plain 
narration of fafts, is all he pretends to. 
Thofc who knew him will not doubt of his 
probity ; thofe who knew him not, we arc 

c 2 perfuadcd 
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perfuadcd will be convinced of it, by the 
undilguifed manner in which he writes, and 
the modcfty with which he always (peaks 

ef himfclf. 
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PREFACE. 

WH E N I /irft refolved to write the 
enfuing Hiftory, I intended to have 
gone no further back than the birth of 
^eter the Greatj, and to have brought if no 
lower than to the year 171 1, when I left 
the Rujftan fervice ; but on after thoughts, I 
enlarged the plan; believing, that moft 
people would be yrell enough pleafed to 
know a little of the rife and progrcfs of 
that empire, which from fo fmall beginnings 
makes now fuch a refpeftable figure in Eu- 
rope ; and, that publilhing a part of Teter 
the Great's ftory, would have been like 
fhewing the half of a fine pi<5hire, which 
could not be juftly underftood or valued 
without feebg and examining the whole 
piece. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps not a few will condemn me 
for attempting this work, after feveral ac- 
, counts of Rufftaj and even of Teter the 
Great, had been publifhed by others. To 
this I (hall only reply, that fome of thefe 
authors have been too general in their ac- 
counts of this Prince's military exploits, and 
have filled up their books with manifeftos, 
declarations, ^c. Others have mifrcpre- 
fented him, given a very untrue account of 
the number of his troops, and afligned mo- 
tives for his conduft, which never exifted 
but in their own imaginations. I was 
cither prefent at the moft remarkable tranC- 
. actions mentioned in the enfuing Hiftory, or 
had my information from thofe who were, 
and who I had all the reafon in the world 
to believe, would not have impofed upon me ; 
and the reader will give nie leave to fay, 
that I have had a ftrift regard to truth, 
throughout the whole* 

. I have {pent a great many leifure hours 

-' very agreeably in compiling this Hiftory ; 

the motives which induced me to undertake 

it, are of little importance to the public-" 

I 

9 . 
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I (hall only obfcrve, that no man who was 
acquainted with the civil and military (late 
oi Rujftay in Czar Tcters minority, and 
was a witnefs of the almoll Incredible re- 
formation which he introduced in both, 
could think with indiflFerence of him, orthti 
great change which he almoft mftantanc- 
oufly made upon a barbarous and uncivi- 
lized people. 

This was long the fubjeft of converla- 
tion over a JJ Europe ; and every tongue did 
juftice to the Czar's extraordinary merit: 
what was fo uhiverfally applauded by his 
contemporaries, will certainly meet with the 
approbation of fucceeding ages ; and it is to 
be hoped, his example will induce princes 
yet unborn, to make the happinefs of their 
fubjefts the great rule of their conduft. 
His fuccefs invites them ; and may the likci 
or better, always attend them in fuch noble 
attempts ! \^ox is fuch an example without 
its ufes to the bulk of mankind : the infinite 
hazards he run, and the fatigues he under^ 
went in accomplifhing his great and good 
dcfigns, may excite people in lower ftadons. 
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, to the diligent praftice of thofe duties which 
they owe to their countries, to their fami- 
lies, and to themfelves. 

ff 

I have endeavoured to do juftice to the 
Czar's perfonal charafter ; neither magnify- 
ing his virtues, nor attempting to (ionceal 
his foibles ; he has a juft title to the allow- 
ances due to human nature : if the reader 
grant this, I need fcarcc plead for thofe 
ufually made to thofe in fuch exalted ftati- 
ons. 

Wi T H the fame impartiality I have (poken 
of the Emprefs Katharine ; a charafter, u- 
pon the whole, as extraordinary as any to 
be found in antient or modern ftory. 
Some writers have perhaps exceeded in her 
praife ; others have wrote of her as if they 
envied her great qualities, and feem to have 
Jiad an ill-natured pleafure in narrating the 
meannefs of her original : I cannot compre- 
hend what could draw from Mr. de Voltaire 
fuch uncharitable expreffions, as that, Jhe 
had none of the virtues of her fexy or that 
Jlw was a ivoman fans pudeur: £he had a 

greatnefs 
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greatnefs of foul, a ftrength of judgment, 
and an equanimity of temper^ rarely to be 
found in her own or the other (e\ ; and 
had Mr. de Voltaire inftead of the virtues 

A 

faid the weaknejfes of her fcx, his account 
had been lefs exceptionable. The Czar, 
-who was a good judge, and much above 
vulgar prejudices, was well fatisfied of her 
merit, and ready upon all occafions to ac- 
knowledge it. 

Perhaps fome people may imagine 
that I have exageratc in the account of the 
natural riches, and plenty of the country ; 
in general I have not : tho* it may be here 
obfcrvcd that the OJiiacks^ the SdmoideSy 
&d others in the northern parts of the 
Czar's dominions, are really a very poor 
and wretched people; they have' neither 
bread, roots, nor herbs, but live upon dried 
fifh, which they dip in train-oil. They 
make a very defpicable appearance, both 
men and women, and are as rude in their 
manners as in their looks and way of li- 
ving. Notwithftanding all this, their de- 
fu-es are fo moderate, that they fcem to be 

Vol. I. d , tolerably 
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tolerably happy; and when I call them 
foor and wretched^ it is only on a compara- 
tive view of their fituation with that of o- 
thersof the human fpecies. Their religion 
till of late years, was of a very fhocking 
kind; their deity, a mifhapen block of 
wood, with very little refemblancc of a 
man : this deity they thought to make pro- 
pitious to them by rubbing its lips with 
grcafc, which they always did before they 
' went a-fiftiing ; and if they had bad fuccefs, 
. the idol got a whipping on their return. 
While we pity the ftupidity of thefe poor 
wretches, and wonder at their impiety in 
whipping the deity they adored, we ought 
ito confidcr, that prefumptuoufly to offend 
a Being whom we know to be infinitely 
powerful, and to find fault with a Provi- 
dence which we acknowledge cannot err, 
is no Icfs impious and abfurd. In the year 
171 3 and 17x4, there were above five 
thoufand of the OJiiacks converted to the ' 
Chriftian faith, by the pious labours of a 
good Archbifhop, who met with great op- 
pofition from their idolatrous priefts. This 
venerable prelate was at lafl: obliged to leave 

the 
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the country on account of his great age, . 
and thecoldnefs of the climate; but it is to 
be hoped, that others will carry on what he 
has (b happily begun. 

I have not been fo full on fomc particu- 
lars, as more inquifitive and learned writers 
have been ; and, many public papers- are 
purpofely omitted, having refolve^ to be as 
brief as was confident with perfpicuity. 

Perhaps it will be objefted to this 
Hiftory, ' that the fcenes it defcribes arc long 
fince over, and that they were at too great 
a diftance to be very interefting to Britijh 
readers: to this it may be anfwered, that 
thcgreatnefs and Angularity of this Prince's 
genius, fcts him on a footing with the moft 
celebrated heroes of antiquity, and muft 
render the accounts of his conduft intereft- 
ing to lateft pofterity ; and, that the Hiftory 
of a Prince who had the greatnefs of foul 
to t|^vel into England^ and other foreign 
countries, in the ftation of a private man, 
to acquire the ufeful knowledge of making 
millions of people wifcr and happier, can 

d :: fcarce 
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fcarce be fuppofed indifferent to the lovers 
of mankind ; not to mention that through 
the whole of his life he was a warm friend 
to the intcrcfts of Great Britain. 

I am very fcnfibic that the ftyle of the 
cnfuing work lies open to criticifm ; but the 
good-natured reader will be picafed to con- 
fidcr, that thq writer was a foldler, who 
fpent the earlier part of his life in foFeiga 
countries, and in too bufy fcenes to be at 
Icifurc to attend to the. niceties of language, 
rdid not dcfign to drefs out a poetical hero; 
neither the charafter nor the conduft of 
Teter the Great ftand in need of pompous 
language to fet them off; a true narration 
of fafts is very confident with a plain ftylc, 
and that is all I pretend to. 
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B O O K I. 

The Hiftofj ^Russia. 

A^S the reign of Peter the Great iSBooX 
jt\^ dUtinguHhed by many Remarkable e<- i^ 
Vents, fcarce to be equalled in the atmals of 
former ages, it may be neceflary to gpive a 
fiiort abridgment of the Ruftan hiftory from 
the fomidadon of that monarchy, to this 
dme. A general account of Its ftrength, riches 
and extent, willbrepare the readelr smind fof 
die belief of fafts, which, i;tdthout fuch pre^ 
vions nodce, might appear quite incredible. 

The little knowledge that the moft part of 
Europe had of thefc north-eaft nations before 
this period, has occadoned fome authors, 
not only to rcprefent the hiftory of this great 
empire as uncertain and obfcure, but alfo 
to (fiminifh the glorious anions of Teter I. 

But if the impartial reader condder with 
attennon, the fituation and vaft extent of this 

Vol. la vaft 
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Book vafi: eijipire, its ftr^gth and riches, the warlike 
I. difpofition of the inhabitants, and the great 
^^-'^^^^^ fubmiflion its different nations bear to their 
lawful fovereign," he will be eafily perfuaded 
that it might always haye been capable, when 
rightly governed, not only to have topped with 
its neighbours, but to have enlarged its terri- 
tories : though it muft be owned, few princes 
have been equal to fuch vaft undertakings, 
as thofe contained in the fallowing fheets. 

Its extent. The RuJJian cnipircis at prefent fully as 
extenfivc as all the reft of ^Europe^ being fitu- 
ated between the 2 3 d- and 125th degree of 
^ eaft longitude, and the 45th and 71ft of 
north latitude; . confequently, containing in 
length above 3000 miles, and in breadth a- 
bout 1560; conaprehending from Rujfian 
Laplaifd^. adjoining to the North'-Capey or 
near to It, all that vaft north-eaft continent 
from SiveUnofe to Holy-Cape ; from thence 
fbuth to the mouth of the great river Amufj 
all thofe countries lying along the faid river 
to Argunjkoy^ the laft jfortified town border- 
ing upon Ch'nia : , the;n extending fbuthward 
to Silevginjkoyy bordering upon Mongal Tar- 
tary; thence, weft toward Samarcandy compre- 
hending the kingdoms of Dauria^ Siberia^ 
Cafatiy and Ajiracatu; then almoft the whole 
feptentrional fide of the Cafpian fea, com- 
prehending Derhentj Baku, &c. and the me- 
ridional fiom-Gilan to the river OJJa ; thence 

along 
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along the Black'/ea^ ^fip^ only- excepted, Book 
which ho w^ belongs to the Ti/r/^j- ; then the I. 
Honcajf^ksy who inhabit the fkirts and ifles v-.^rO' 
of the river Don y or Tanais : then weftward 
it includes the whole Rttjjfktn Vkrain^ down 
almoft t6 the mouth of the Borifi'henes ; and 
ftom thence northward, {along the frontiers 
of To land J Lithuania and CoUrhnJ^ the 
whole countries of L/wii/tf, Eajilandy In^ 
gria^ and a great Part of CareUa ; rich and 
fertile coHntf its, fituate on the Baltick fea ; 
irom thente noirth again, till it joins with 
Rujfian Lapland. 

The foil of thefe vaft countries ts general- its M. 
ly good, producing plenty of all Wnds of 
grain ; and towards the more fouthern parts 
rficy have as good fruits as Italy or France 
produce. About the city of Mojcow, the 
foil is fomewhat unfruhfol, being fandy. 

But it is tt> be confidered, that not two 
thirds of this great empire \i inhabited, oc- • 
cafioned partly by the neighbourhood of the 
Tartars^ whofe incurfioris have -b06n for- 
merly exceedingly trouble^me to the Rujft^ 
ans ; cfaofe barbarians making no accotmt of 
faith and alliance, but profeifing the trade of 
robbing, carried off the people whcrc-ever 
they could come at them, and fold them to 
the Turks for flaves : but, fince the Ruffians 
have biiilt and. fortified large towns on the 
frontiers, thefe incurfionaare not (o frequdit. 

A z Their 
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Book Thdr comnKKfidcs for export are; flax, 
I. hemp, hides, leather, £dt-fiih, caviar^ tal- 
low, wax, honey, pot-alhes, foap, train* 
^IJP^ oil; but e(pecially fine fiits, fuch as, fables^ 
mardns, black and white foxes, ermin, (quir* 
rels, e^c. and of late great quantities of grain 
has been taqponed from Riga, Revel^ and o- 
ther ports on the Baltick^ befides all man- 
ner of nayal (lores. 

The Emperor of Ru£ia being an abfolute 
Prince, to whom his fubjefts are obliged to 
pay obedience without r^rve, he can raiie 
upon any emergency, fome hundred thou- 
fiuids of men. Vaft revenues are annually 
brought into his treafury, which accrue to 
him not only from the common taxes, but 
&om his having the monopoly of all the 
rich furs, and other choice commodities ex- 
ported out of lus dominions : all which, as 
well as the lives and fortunes of his greateft 
. fubjeds, are at his (ble diipofal. 
DOcnfi* The RuffiaHs are of a vigorous and healthy 
^^*« conitimtion, able to undergo all manner of 
ijmti. hardfliips and fatigue; obedient and fubmif* 
five to. their Prince, and have become of 
late, lovers of martial difcipline: all theic 
things make this Emperor one of the moft 
powerful Princes on earth, efpedally fince 
this vaftly extended empire, competed of &> 
many kingdoms and great province!^ is all 
ynited under the fame government* 

Their 
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Thdr black cattle are large, 2nd exceeding Book 
good ; ib are their fhecp^ confequently their L 
veal and lamb: th^ are all fc;d during the 
winter-time with hay. They have plenty of 
tame fowl^ fiichas, turkies, ducks, geeie, ^c. 
great variety of wild fqwl, fuch as, bu&rd% 
caperceUies, black-cocks, giUionte^ partrid> 
ges, red and grey phea£uits, muir-fowl,; 
woodcocks, fnipes^ rails, quails, wild ducks, 
fieele, fwans ; with a thoufand other kinds of 
uaall fowl. They have plenty of deer of 
all kinds, likewife roe ; infinite numbers of 
0OM8, wild apd tame ; with two kinds of 
hares, one a fize larger than the other, which 
they call ruflaky, and which never change 
^dr cdour ! the other kind are (uch as our 
common hares^ aiid in the winter-time turn 
as white a$ fiK>w. They have fwine, both 
tame and wild, in great numbers; alfi> wild 
borfes, bnt of a imall fize, their hair all o* 
ver the body is curled like a water-dog: 
their foxes ar^ of difierent kkids and colours,^ 
black, white, and red : the black is the moft 
valuable. In Siheria^ they have fables, mar- 
tins, ermins, fquirrels^ bears, and wolves^ 
Their horfes are very good and Urong, but 
not of a large fize, few of them exceeding 
fourteen hands high, except it be feme of 
foreign brood: ^ey have few mules and 
alEs, but plenty of dromedaries and camels: 
they have hawks of all kinds, particularly a: 

white 
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Boo K white one, which i^,much efteemed. The 
L Rujftans arc exceeding good falconers, and 

^•^^^^■^ great lovers of (port. Though they have very 
good greyhounds, they are not as yet got 
into the way of them. They have to the 
north of Afiracan^ a kind of white bears, 
difiererit in their fizc and ihape^ and whidh 
have a finer fur than the ordinary fort. 

Their Tea. Their feafons are very regular and uni- 

fons. form ; and theire never was a bad crop heard 
of in that country, from Novogrod), to the 
more fouthern parts. Their feed-time is / 
from the beginning of Auguji to the middle 
of September. From the beginning of No^ 
. *vember to the middle of March^ or there^ 
about, there is conftant froft andfnow, which 
in moft places is fome yards deep: their ihra^ 
mer grain, fuch as, barley, oats, peafe, e^r. 
is fown from the middle of April, to the 
twentieth of May : their roots aind herbs of 
all kinds are exceeding gofOA At AJirdcan^ 
they have the beft melons in the world. 
They have likewife the greateft plenty of 
honey, all over this country, of which they 
make a pleafant liquor, which is thought 
exceeding wholeforae, and a good preferva* 
tive againft the gout and ftone ; diftempers 
almoft unknown in Rujfia! 

This extenfive country being moftly plain, 
except to the northward of Archangel^ the 
rivers are coofequently navigable, and well 

ftpred 
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ftorcd with' exceeding fine fifh, I belicJvc fifty B o o X 
kinds. that are not known elfewhere: they I. 
have four kinds of fhirgeori ; the beft and v^^^s^ 
moft cfteemed is called beluga, very large, 
fat, and delicious^, they have likewife a fifh 
called fterlet, in ihape like a fhirgeon, but 
of a different fpecics and lefs fize, not above 
a yard long, but more efleemed for its deli- 
cacy than the fhirgeon. They have another 
kind of fifh called belarabetz, about the fize 
of our largeft falmond, its fiefh is white and 
exceedingly efleemed : carp, pike, andpearch, 
arc in no great eflcem : their crae-fifh are 
very large and fine ; many of them near a 
foot in length. In fhort, there is nothing 
bad in the country but the government, 
which is too dcfpotic : a man is neither fure 
of his life, nor can he call what he has his 
own, as all depends on the will and pleafure 
of the Prince* 

Phyfic, and confequently phyficians, were phyfic 
but of late introduced into this country i^a^c^y"'^' 
they made ufe of nothing formerly but^^^"5p«/: 
fupples and plain diet, for the cure of all/^. 
their diftempers ; which they found anfwer- 
cd very well, being generally of found and 
robpfl conftitutions. Their baths are of 
sreat ufe to them, both cold and hot ; which 
lafl, they regularly ufe once a week, com- 
monly on Saturday. Their women are al- 
ways brought to-bed in the bagnios, which 

they 
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Boo K they dbem very convenient and &(e, as it (act- 
I. litates the birth, and preferves them from cold 

^^'■^'^^ The cold bath they only ufe for achs and 
rheumadc pains, for which they efteem it 
the beft cure: they ordinarily jump out of 
the hot bath into the cold, over head and 
cars, which the phyficians approve of, &i^ 
ing for reafon, diat it fhuts the pores all at 
once, and prefefves them from harm. They 
live in this country, both men and women, 
to a great age, many.^ them above an 
hundred years; thdiigh temperance is by 
no means the charafteriftic of the nadon. 

ori^ of This great empire, as all other ftates and 

^ ^°^ monarchies, arole from very fmall begin- 
nings, by the bold enterprizes of (bme pri- 
vate men ; being foiineriy divided into fmall 
kingdoms, ftates and provinces, dll the year 
848, or thereabout, that a- go6d: many of 
them were united underVolie body ; which 
happened after this mannen 

Three brothers, from amongft the Wagn^ 
ans^ or Ingriansj men of great fubibnce and 
abilides, wz. SinauSjRurick^ and Trewor^ by 
the afliftance of many fubftandal citizens of 
great Novogrod and ^lefhow^ undertook 
the conqueft of a great part of thcf country j 
wherein they fucceeded fb well, pardy by 
force, pardy by compofidon, that within 
the ^ace of ten or twelve years, they 
brought matters fo great a length, that they 

were 
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were acknowledged fovereigns over a great Book 
part of what is now called Rujjia. How- I. 
ever they did not govern together, but divid- ^-^^^^^^ 
cd their conquefts equally : Sinaus the eldeft 
brother got for his fliare, all the countries 
about Beloj Ofcra^ or Whitelakcy towards 
the dutchy oflwore: Rurick the fecond, 
great Novogrod^ Ingria^ and north-eaft as 
far as the white fea : the third brother Tre- 
ivovy the province of Tlejkow and the ad- 
jacent lands. 

But this divifion did not fubfift long : Si- is brought 
naus and Treivor^ dying foon after without ^^^^cr one 
iffue, Rurick became fovereign of the whole. RuHcl' 
He granted great privileges to the cities of 
^lejlkow and Novogrod^ for having affifted 
and contributed fo effeftually to the com- 
pleating of his conquefts. 

Rurick dying full of glory, was fucceed- fgor fuc^ 
ed by his fon Igor^ a warlike and fuccefsful "edshim. 
Prince, who enlarged his dominions greatly 
on all fides ; he eftablifhed his refidence at 
Tereajlawy which he enlarged and fortified 
after the manner of thofe times. He was 
at laft unfortunately killed, with a great part is killed 
of his irmy, in an ambufcade laid for him 
by the DrulianSy (a people dwelling on the 
Tanaisy where the Don Coffdcks are now), 
in his return from Kiow. But his death did quccd^^- 
not pafs unpunifiied, for his Queen, Ogla^ ^^ ^"'-^ 
or Olha^ a Princefs of a mafculine fpirit, con- IcW* 

Vol. L B tinucd 
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Book tinued the war with fo good fucccfs, that fhc 
I. had very near routed out thatnation: what 
^^^^^-^^^ remained of them fubmitted to pay her tri- 
bute. This was the origin of the Rujfian 
empire : after its converfion to the Chriftian 
faith, it greatly increafed in its power and 
dominion. This Queen Ogla^ after having 
fettled peace and tranquillity at home, made 
an alliance with the Grecian Emperor, and 
went to Conjlantinoplej where fhe was bap- 
she is con- tizcd by the nzme of Helena. This was 
^h"^rh^-° the firft happy beginning of converting tho/c 
ftian faith, barbarous nations to the knowledge of Je- 
sus Christ, and banifhing Heathenifin 
out of Rujfia. 

Thougli the great zeal of Queen Ogla ex- 
cited many of her fubjefts to embrace the 
Chriftian faith, yet fhe had not influence 
enough to perfuade her fon Swatejlas (a 
warlike Prince) to become Chriftian : nor 
were the Ruffians generally converted till the 
year 989, that their Prince Wolodimtry after 
he had defeated his two brothers in battle, 
married j4nnay fifter to the Grecian Empe- 
ror, Bajil II. By the good example of this 
nation in P^nce, and his confort, and other proper 
general, mcaus, the whole nation embraced the Chri- 
yxnpxJVo^ ftian faith. To forward ^o glorious an undcr- 
a.ooSq. taking, the Emperor Bajil fent from Conjlan- 
tinoj>!cy fcvcral bifliops, and others of the 

clergy, 
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elcrgy, who had great privileges, and fuffi* Book 
cicnt benefices granted them. I. 

The converfibn of the Rujfians having v-'^v^s^ 
happened after the Greek and Latin churches 
were divided, and they having received their 
firft principles from the G reeks j they to this 
day ufe the liturgy, and obferve the rites and 
ccreraomes of that church with a great deal 
of exaftnefs, ftill retaining an averfion to the 
Popc^s fupremacy, though in the articles of 
faith they agree in moft points, except in 
that concerning the procelTion of the Ho l y 
Ghost; whom neyerthelefs, they believe 
to be in all refpefts equal to the Father 
and the Son. 

This Prince removed his refidencc from 
^ereaJloTiVy to a town he built on the river 
Cllfma^ which he called Wolodimir^ after his 
own name. He ordered a feaft to be kept 
yearly, in memory of Queen Ogla^ and was 
hirafelf after his ' death numbered amongft 
the faints, as having been the apoftle of his 
country. He left ten, feme fay twelve 
fons, which he had by fcveral wives, before 
he became Chriftian, amongft whom he di- - 
vided his extenfive dominions. They made 
cruel wars againft one another, till Gcrijlaus 
got the better of all the reft. 

This Prince, who took the title of mo- Gcriflaus. 
narch of all RuJJiay left five fons, who by 
their divifions tore the empire, to pieces, 

B 2 which 
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Book which continued fo for fome time, till Wch- 
I. lodimir 11. united them all again, and bc- 
v.^'>^^^ came, as his grandfather had been, Czar, or 
Wolodi- Emperor of all Kuffia^ but more abfolute 
°^ "• than any of his predeccflbrs. This Prince 
had war with the Hungarians^ &c. and be- 
came fo formidable, that the Grecian Em- 
.peror courted his alliance, and acknowledg- 
ed him for Czar.- 
ofiwolod. This Prince was (iicceeded by his fon 0/7- 
ivolod^ who left eight fons. By their divifi- 
ons, they almoft ruined the empire: at laft, 
Grcgoric. one of them called Gregorie^ by his bravery 
and conduft fubdued all the, reft. He was 
Dcmc- fucceeded by his fon Demetrius, alfo a vali- 
trius. ant Prince, who, after he had overcome the 
Voles and Tartars in feveral battles, at laft 
unfortunately periflied with a great part of 
his army. 
George. To him fucceeded his fon George, an un- 
fortunate Prince : - he was at once attacked by 
the Tartars, Voles, and knights of Livo- 
nia ; and at laft killed by the Tartars. 
Gcrcflaas Gercjlaus n. fon to Demetrius, fucceedr 
n. ed his brother George. This Prince left five 

fons. Alexander, the eldeft, who fucceeded 
him, was a pious, brave, and moft^uccefs- 
ful Prince : he had the better of his enemies 
on all fides. That he might be at a greater 
diftance from his troublefome neighbours 
the Tartars, he removed his refidence from 

Wolodi?nir, 
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Wolodimir, to the banks of the river Mofcuaj Book 
where he built the city of Mofcow, which I, 
flands on a pleafant, though unfruitful v.'^v^^^ 
plain. bmJdsAc 

This Prince was fucceeded by his fon D^- ^ofiow. 
viely who built the citadel of Mofcow. In Damd. 
his reign the ^oles made themfelves mafters 
of Black RuJJia^ ^odolia and Kiow ; upon 
which Dariiel applied to the Pope, offering - 
to fubmit his dominions to the fee of Ro??ie, 
provided his holjnefs would oblige the 7oles 
to reftore thefe countries to him ; but that 
it fecms the Pope could not effeftuate, fo 
things continued ?is they were, during the 
reign of this Prince. He left five fons, 
George J Johtty &c George fucceeded his Ccoigc. 
father, but was foon after murdered by his 
coufin Demetrius^ grandfon to Gerejlaus. 
He by the affiftance of the Tartars had dif- 
puted the fucceflion with George; but the 
Cham, on fome private quarrel, caufed mur- 
der him in his turn : on which, the fuccefli- 
on devolved on John^ fecond brother to John. 
George. This was an exceeding pious and 
charitable Prince, during whofe reign no- 
thing remarkable happened. He left three 
fons, Demetrius^ John^ and Simon. Denie- Dcmctn- 
trius who fucceeded him, in the beginning"'- 
of his reign had wars with the Tartars of 
Ca/an and ^Jlracan^ over whom he obtaip- 
ed a notable viftory ; but next year Tochatr 

niick 
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Book mlck the great Cham marched agamft him 
I. at the head of a powerful army, firft made 

^"^^^'^ himfelf matter of Wohdhmr^ then of Mop- 
cow ; after which he entirely routed Deme^ 
trlus. Tochatmick became fo infolent upon 
this fuccefs) that he drew upon himfelf the * 
arms of Timurlano, commonly called Tamer- 
lancj who gave him a . total overthrow, and 
took poffeffion of his whole country. 

Bafil. Ba/il the fon of Demetrius j who had (uc- 

ceeded him, took advantage of this defeat 
of the Tartars f and not only retook the 
towns they had feized from his father, but 
pofTefTed himfelf of a great part of their 
country on Tamerlane's retreat; who after 
he had routed Bajazet and taken him pri- 
foner, was obliged to return to his own 
country, to quell an infurreftion that had 
happened in his abfence. 

Bafil did not live long to enjoy the fruits 
of this good fiiccefs. He had only one fon, 
(alfo called Baftl^ whonji judging unfit to 
govern fo great an empire, he fet afide, and 

Grccoric. appointed his brother Gregorie to fuccecd 
him. This Gregorie during ^his fhort reign, 
had continual wars with the Toles^ Tartars^ 
and knights of ^Livonia. At his death, he 
declared Ba/il his nephew his fucceflbr, 
though he had two fbns of his own; 

Bafil II. Thefe princes were fo ill pleafed with 
their father's deftination, that they fell upon 

means 
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means to get Bafil in th^sir power ; and that Book 
he might be ftill thought unfit to govern, I. 
put out his eyes, and baniflied him to U glitz ; v^^'^'^v^ 
which barbarous treatment the nation in ge- 
neral (b much refented, that even thofe who 
were in their intereft before abandoned them, 
declared for Bafilj and brought him back to 
Mofcowy where he reigned undifturbed till 
his death. 

This Prince was fucceeded by his fon John John Bafi- 
Baftliwick I. commonly called the viftori-J^^^* 
ous, on account of tfie- great conquefts he 
obtained. This Czar, by the afliftance of 
the Grecian Emperor Emmanuel^ whofe niece 
he had marriec^ drove the Voles and Tar^ 
tars entirely out of RuJ/ia, and confiderably 
enlarged his dominions : he took from -^ 
lexander Duke of Lithuania^ after defeating 
his army near the Borijihenes^ the towns of 
Drogobujh^ Beilj and Breujko^ with the 
greateft part of the dutchy of Severia : he 
lubdued likcwife the dukedom of Tivere^ 
and took great Novogrod; from which, it is 
(aid, he carried off a booty of three hundred 
cart loads of gold, filver, and other valu- 
able things. He built Ivanogrodj a caftle 
oppofite to JNarva^ on the other fide the ri- 
ver of that name in Ingria. 

To this great Prince fucceeded his fon 
Gabriely who changed his name to that of 
Ba/il 111. He took ^^Smolenjko from theBaCliii. 

Teles, 
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Book Toks, and added Tl^Jkow to his domini- 
I. ons ; which fince the days of Trervor had 
^-^^"^^^^ been a free city : yet he was defeated in 
two great battles, in the one, by the ^*oIes^ 
in the other, by the knights of the Teutonick 
order, and thofe of Liefiand then united: 
on which a fifty years peace enfued. He 
afterwards fubdued the northern provinces, 
Vefaray Tagina^ Samoedia^ and extended his 
- conquefts beyond the White-fea to the river 
Conquers Q^j^ This Princc alfo made the king- 
dom of ^^^ ^f Cafan fubmit and pay tribute ; to 
Cafan. which place he fent a Viceroy, who treated 
the people with the utmoft rigoui* and feve- 
rity. They made complaints to the Czar, 
Thcinha-but meeting with no redrefs, rather ftilJ 
bitantsbcg harflier ufagc, they applied to the Cham of 
fi^m " die '^^^^^Uy offering the kingdom to his bro- 
cham of ther, if he would come and relieve them 
Tartary, from the opprcffion of the Ruffians. 

The Cham did not wait for a fecond invi- 
tation, but with all expedition marched to 
their relief, with an army of an hundred 
thoufand men : he forthwith inverted Cafan j 
and fummoned the Governor to furrendcr, 
who being in no condition to hold out, ha- 
. ving enemies both without and within, ac- 

^e*s^ the " ^^P^^^ of the Cham,' s conditions; which 
RujJans were, that he, together with all the Ruffia7is 
to retire, \yQx\^ in the town and country, fhould be al- 
lowed 
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lowed to retire to Mo f cow w ith their fami- Book 
lies and effefts. I. 

Upon this, the Cham's brother, Sape- \.rr^ 
Geraiy was proclaimed King. This fuc- 
ccfsful enterprize encouraged the Cham to 
undertake greater matters : he rcfblved to 
pay a vifit to the Czar at his place of red- and at- 
dence, and marched without further dclibe- ^^^ks the 
ration through that vaft country, putting ^^'„'J"^^^ 
all under contribution, without meeting nions. 
with any refiftance, till he came to the river 
Occa^ where he refted fome few days to 
refrefh liis troops. 

Sape-Gerai now King of Cafatty after he 
had put his afl^irs in order, marched with The 
ail the force he could raifc to fupport his ^ Lara's 
brother; he furprifbd and pillaged Nifu^'^X^Z.ro 
Novogrod and Wolodimir^ and joined the his aiBlU 
Cham, about the time he had croflcd the ^^^* 
Occa^ with an array of fifty thoufand men. 

The Czar, how foon he had accounts of 
this fudden and unexpeded invadon, caufed 
' aflemble as many troops as he could poflibly The Czar 
coUcft, and ordered them to march and^^°^' ^^ 
oppofc the enemy, under the command of ^op their 
his General Demetrius Bei/Jky^ who came progrcls ; 
up with the Tartars after they had crofled ' 
the Occa^ and attacked the Cham ; but it 
(eems with more rcfolution than conduft, 
for the Tartars obtained a compicat viftory ; "^^^^ ^^^ 
and being all horfe, purfued the flying ene- feats. 

Vol. I. C my 
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Bo o K my to the city of MofcoWy qutting them 

I. down, and taking prifoners in great mul- 

^'^^<<^ titudes. On this the Czar's fpirit funk to 

that degree, that he could fcirce give the 

neceflary directions to his brother-in-law. 

The Cz r Prince Tetevj but retired in all haftc to 

retires, great Novogrod^ five hundred miles to the 

north of Mofcow^ accompanied only by a 

few perfons. 

The Cham attacked, and foon became 
mafter of this great city, meeting with little 
or no refiftance ; but the caftle flood two 
furious attacks, yet, finding themfelves in 
no condition to hold out long, they began 
to think of treating with the enemy: to 
pave the way, they fent him prefents of 
their beft and moft valuable efFefts, which 
took fo well with the Cham, that he de- 
Mcfctm clared himfelf ^willing to conclude a peace 
capitulates ^\^\^ |.j^g Czar, provided he would oblige 

himfelf in all time coming to be his vaflal, 
and to pay him a certain fum of money 
yearly by way of tribute. The Cham 
caufed ereft his-ftatue in the great market- 
place of the city ; that every year, when he 
lent to receive the tribute, the Czar might 
in token of his fubmiflion, in ^prefence of 
A fliame- the Tartarian envoy, fall down before it, and 
lul peace p^i^jj^jjy acknowledge his vafTalage. All 

concluded.^ i • i i • i i ^ » ■ 

which being agreed to on the Czar s part, and 
confirmed by a writ under his hand and feal, 

the 
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the Cham left MofcoWy and direfted his B o o k 
march homeward, carrying away a vaft I. 
treafure and booty. i./nr>^ 

In his march homeward he fell fhort of 
provifions, and on his approach to a ftrong 
town called Re/an, three hundred miles to 
the fouth of MofcoWj fent orders to the 
Governor to open the gates that he might The Go- 
march his troops through the town, and be ^^'T^^ ^^ 
furoifhed with what provifions and neceffa- ftratagcm. 
ries he wanted : the only anfwer the Go- 
vernor gave tp his fummons was to fire upon 
the Tartars. The Cham fent the Governor 
a fecond fummons, defiring him to take 
care what he did, and acquainting him that 
the Czar, his mafter, was now become his 
vaflai; of which if he doubted, he could 
make it appear by a writ under the Czar's 
own hand and feal. The Governor pretended 
to be abfolutely ignorant of this, and humbly 
dcfired that the Cham would be pleafed to 
let him fee the Czar's writ to that efFeft ; 
offering immediately to fubmit if it was in 
the terms reprefented. The Cham, without 
in the leaft fufpefting his defign, fent him 
the writing ; of which he was no fooner 
poffefifed, than he caufed fire upon the Tar^ 
tars from all quarters, and forced them to 
retire with great lofs. 

The Cham too late perceived his miftake ; 
but, it being then about the end of OHober^ 

Q z he 
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B o o K he did not think it prudent, at that fc^fon of 
I. the year, to attack the town in form, but 
^<^^^<^ marched off in great fury, vowing to return 
in the (pring and be revenged of the Czar 
and his cunning Governor. This officer's 
name was John KowaVy whom the Czar 
defcrvcdly rewarded for this great fcrvicc. 

This inglorious w rit being recovered as 
above, the Czar caufed declare war againfl: 
the Tartars^ and the cnfuing year marched 
at the head of a great army, with a dcfign 
to reduce Cafan; but having undertaken the 
ficgc too late in the year, he met with no 
fuccefs: the Tartars harraffing his army con- 
tinually, he -was obliged to raifc the fiegc 
and return to Mofcow. During this cam- 
paign he built a fort on the river Stir^ which 
he called Bafiligorod. The enfuing year 
he fent a great army againft Ca/an^ which 
was equally unfuccefsful. Thefe difap- 
pointmcnts bore fo hard upon him that he 
iickened and died of grief. 

It is to be taken notice of, that in the 
reign of this Prince, Aj aximilian I. the Ro- 
viaii Emperor font a fplcndid cmbaiTy, made 
an alliance with him, and in his letter ftill 
extant in thearchieves of MJcoii'^ gave him 
the title of Emperor. 
johoBafi- His fon John Bajtliwick II. fucceeded 
liwickii. hini. This Czar is commonly called by the 
J^uJ/ianSf John the tyrant. His firft cntcr- 

prize 
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prize wa3 againft Cafan^ which he bcfieged Book 
with a mighty armyr he fummoncd the I. 
town to furrender, pffering pardon to the oor-^^ 
inhabitants, and liberty to the Tartars to 
return from whence they came; but the 
Governor Mi[fa Ckamais undervaluing his 
terms, declared that he would defend the 
place to the laft, not doubting but the Cham 
would foon appear at the head of a nu- 
merous army to fupport Kim ; from whom 
the Rujftans might expeft as good entertain- 
roeot as they had met with fome years be- 
fore. 

Crar John, picqued at this faucy anfwer 
of the Governor, carried on the fiege vigor- 
ouily ; but there happening a mutiny in his 
army, which he could not pacify, he was 
obliged to poftpone his renfentment and 
raife the fiege. ^ He marched his army back 
to Mofcow, where the mutineers were pu- 
nifhed in the fevcreft manner ; which feve- 
rity had the defired effeft. He now began 
to introduce into his army the difcipline of 
foreign troops, and to model them after the 
manner of other countries in Europe ; for 
which end he got into his fervice many fo- 
reign officers, engineers, e^r, to whom he 
gave great encouragement. 

Next fpring he marched his army, and bcficgcs 
attacked Cajan before the Tartars thought and ukcs 
he could have taken the field. In this ex- ^^*°* 

pedition 
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Book pedidon he was more fuccefsful, for after 
L having made fufficicnt breaches, he carried 
v^-^w-^ the placei on the firfl: attack, and put moft 
of the Tartars to the fword. 

Elevated with this good fuccefs, he next 
formed a defign of attacking j^Jiracan the 
capital of that kingdom: his reafon for 
reducing this place, was their having fuc- 
coured Cafan in his father's time, and alio 
laft year when he attacked it himfelf. Ha- 
ving formed this defign, and fettled a Gover- 
nor with a fuificient garrifon in Cafan^ he 
marched with a numerous army down the 
Sanks of the river Wolga till he, came be- 
as alfo A- f^^^ Aftracan : having made a fhort fpecch 
ftracan, to his troops, which was well relifhed, he 
led them on and carried the place imme- 
diately, the town being large and ill fortified. 
He put all who were found in arms to" tho 
fword, and allowed his foldiers to pluiv 
der it. 

After thefe conqucfts, Czar John thought 
nothing too hard for him ; and having left 
a fiifficient body of troops under the com- 
mand of Prince Cerebri f^o, he marched for 
Mo/coWj where he was received with the 
acclamations of the people. Ever fincc 
that time the kingdoms of Ca/an and -^/?- 
racan have been fubjeft to the Rujian 
empire, 

C:5ar 
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Cz^ John s next expedition was againftBooK 
Sweden : he marched into Carelia with a I. 
great army, and laid fiege to Wiburgh ; but ^^^^^^^^ 
GuJIavus King of Sweden ^ as foon as he^^^^*^^^^^ 
heard of this irruption marched with a den, and 
body of good troops to attack the enemy, ^^^gcs 
The Ruffians did not wait their arrival, but ' ^^^' 
raifed the fiege, and marched back to their but with- 
own country. Gtifiavus purfued them the °"^ ^"^' 
length of Kexhobji and Notteburgh^ where 
he waited a while, expefting to be joined 
by fome troops from Toland and Livonia 
his allies ; but thefe not appearing he made 
peace with the Rujftans^ and then returned 
to Stockholm f leaving his allies expofed to 
all the miferies of the war that foon fol- 
lowed. 

Czar John after this fent his army to be- 
fiege Narva^ under pretence that the Livo^ 
nians had not paid their wonted tribute, 
and bccaufc that garrifon had fired on Ivono- 
grod^ and killed fome of the Rujfians in time 
of peace. Narva ^ which was not then fo xakcs 
well fortified as it is now, did not hold out Narva, 
fiiU eight days : the caftle furrendered a few ^* 
days after upon terms. After this the 
Rujfians befieged and took Nyen^ tiuyfon 
and Dorpt ; all which places they rendered 
dcfohte by their cruelties: the old people, 
and all under twelve year^ of age, were bar- 
baroufly murdered, and thofe who were 

vigorous. 
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Book vigorous, both men and women, were (old 
I. for flaves to the Tartars. Thefe barbari- 
^^^^"^^^ tics however, could not well be imputed to 
the Czar, he not being at the head of his 
army himfclf, having intrufted Prince Sic- 
gaily a Tartar with the command. Then 
the Rujfmns bcficgcd and took Seli ft, where 
the great mafter of the Teutonick order, 
William of Furjienhurgh^ was made prifoner, 
and afterwards c?irried in triumph to Mof- 
cow. The fucceeding great mafter. Baron 
Keller^ who had been coadjutor to the for- 
mer, feeing it was imprafticable for him to 
make head againft th^ RuJftanSy refolved to 
take care of one. He gave off all Livonia 
to the ^ofeSf on condition that he (hould 
have for him and his heirs male for ever, 
the dutchies of Courland and Sevigal under 
The ex- the protcftion of Voland. Thus ended that 
^'^°®^ famous order of the Teutonick knights in 
tonick or- Livoniaj which had fubflfted upwards of 
dcr in Jj- three hundred years. Reval fearing the fete 
voma^ of Narvdy and the other towns whiih the 
RuJJians had fo barbaroufly treated, deliver- 
ed itfelf up to Sweden^ on advantageous con- 
ditions. 
CTixjohn ^^^r 'John\ next expedition was againft 
takes Po^ ^oloczky ou prctcncc that it had formerly 
hczk. belonged to great Novogrod: this place he 
bcfieged with a numerous army, and fbon 
became jjnafter of it, notwithftanding its 

being 



RUSSIA. 25 

being a phce of confiderabic ftrength and Book 
provided with all neceflaries for a long de- I. 
fence. The ^olijh dyet was at this time v./vv-^ 
affcipbled at Veiercow^ , whence they fent 
an Ambaflador to the Czar, acquainting 
him that they were met to choofe a fuc- 
ceflbr to that crown, and that probably 
they would either choofe him or one of 
his fons. This meflage fb far difarmed 
Czar John^ that after leaving a fufficlent 
garrifon in Voloczk he returned back to his 
own country : but inftead of being elefted 
fucceflbr to the VoUp crown, he difcovered 
that King Sigifmund Auguftus had found 
means to form a dangerous confoiracy a- ^ ^^^^^^^ 
gainft him in his own country, wherein not racy form- 
only moft of the grandees and principal 5^*^^ 
towns, but his only brother ' G^^r^^ was 
engaged : their fcheme was to cut off the 
Czar, and put the empire under the pro- 
teftion of Poland. 

Czar 'John had now a proper fubjeft for 
his refentment. All thofe who were dif- 
covered to have been engaged in this con- 
fpiracy, his only brother and his whole 
family not excepted, were put to death in which he 
the moft cruel manner that could be invent- cruelly pu- 
cd. When all thefe horrid executions were "* 
over, Czar "John purfued his defigns againft 
^oland^ but not with that fuccefs he expefted ; 
for his army was rooted by Nicholas Rad- 

Vol. I. D zevil 
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Book zevll near Wittepjk^ his General Siverpzy^ 
I. and moft of his principal commanders taken 
^-^^^"^^ prifoners. But though he was unfuccelsfiil 
on this quarter, his army commanded by 
Cerehrinoffnozi Ajiracan^ obtained a not- 
able vi<n:ory over the Turks commanded by 
Sultan Selini in perfon. 

Sigtfmund King of Poland having intelli- 
gence that Czar John^ after this fignal defeat 
of the Turks y defignedto zttzckT oland^ and 
to march 'in perfon at the head of all the 
forces he could raife, excited the' Tartars ^ 
to make an irruption into RufiUj affuring 
them that the Czar would not have troops 
Upon that quarter to oppqfe them, as all his 
ftrength was -to be employed againft him 
and l^ivonia. The Tartars fond of fiich 
an opportunity, marched into Rujfia with 
all their ftrength, crofTed the Occa, and from 
Mofc&nsj ^^^^^ went ftraight to tlie city of Mofcoiv ; 
pUlagcd which they not only pillaged, but burnt 
and ;burnt ^wo thirds of it to aflies : after which they 
Tartan, retired, loaded with booty. At this time 
Czar J ' .n was employed in the fiegc of 
Witting jl'm; which place he took, and 
treated the inhabitants with the greateft bar- 
barity imaginable : he caufed the Governor 
John'% to be fpitted and roafted alive, and ufed all 
tT^fhr ^^ Swedes and Livonians very barbar- 
S'weJcf. oufly. Newhojl and Kokenhaufen met with 
the like fate: after which the Czar returned 

to 
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to Novogrod to celebrate the nuptials of B o o K 
Dolce Magnus y brother to the King of Den- I. 
nfarkj with a Princefs of Rujfta. v^^rsj 

About this time Sfgi/mund Kifig of y«- 
land died, and was fueceeded by the Duke . 
d'Anjou brother to the King of France^ 
who a few months after left Toland incog- 
nito, to fucceed his brother Charlts IX. by 
the i>ame of Henry III. on which the 
Toles eiefted Stephen Batory Prince of 
Tranfihania^ a valiant, generous, fortunate 
and deferving perfon tp fucceed him. His 
firft care was to put the army in good order ; 
and before he would attack RuJ/iaj he 
thought it prudent to fend an AmdafTador ^hc King 
to the Czar, requiring him forthwith to re- of Poland 
dote the towns which he had unjuftly taken ^^"Amha"^ 
in Poland and Livonia ; which if he did, fcdor. 
he offered him both his iriendfhip and al- 
liance, but if he did not, threatned that he 
would come and attack him in the heart of 
his country, and take from him by force 
what he now had in his power to reftore 
without bloodfhed. 

Czar John defircd the AmbaflTador to tell 
his King, that he who had fo often triumph- 
ed over thcTurks^ Tartars^ ^oles^ Livoni-^ 
ans and Swedes^ was not fo very fufceptible 
of fear, as to part with countries which had 
coft him^ fo much blood and treafure, on 
fuch bravadoes; and that he fhould foon 

D z make 
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Book make him fenfibk whom he had to do widi«. 
L He then difmiffed the AmbafTador, and 
^^^^^^^^' caufed conduft him fafe to the frontiers. 

King Stephen obtained from the dyet ail 
he wanted to enable him to carry on the war 
with vigour. A great many foreigners 
came from all countries to learn the art of 
King Ste- War under fb great a Captain. He fbon af- 
phen fuc- ter marched with a numerous army and a 
^^ **good train of artillery, and laid (lege to 
John. Toloczkj which he took after a ftout refift- 
ance. Several fmall places ip the neigh- 
bourhood he alfo fubdued. He then be- 
lieged and took Socol^ and made Sheremetoff^ 
with all the garrifon, prifoners of war. 

Czar John all this while lay with his 
army near ^lejkow^ judging it next to im- 
poflible for the ^oles to make themfelves 
matters of Voloczk ; but when he underftood 
that both it and Socol were in the power of 
his enemy, he began to lofe all hopes of 
the war, efpecially, when he found that 
King Stephen had, with the confent of the 
republic, made peace and alliance with Swe- 
den : this made him attempt to make a peace, 
but without fuccefs, for King Stephen would 
abate nothing of the proposals made by his 
AmbaiTador. 

His Tolip majefty, after the taking of 
Socojy was obliged to attend the dyet at 
WarfaWy where the fenators refolved to 

continue 
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continue the war againft Rujfia with the Book 
utmoil vigour. This King, during the L 
whole courfe of his reign, wasfo very lucky, v^^rv/ 
that he never was refuled any thing he pro- 
pofed in the dyets ; which can be faid of 
few kings of Toland before or fince, at 
Icaft fince the extinftion of the jagilan 
family. 

Czar John left Tlejkonv and went to No- 
vogrodj where he endeavoured as much as 
poflible to difguife his loffes ; and finding 
that the dyet of Toland had gone into all 
their King s meafures, he fent an Ambafla- 
dor with propofals for a ceffation of arms. 
King Stephen received the AmbafTador, but 
at the fame time continued his march to 
Welki'Laki, a town in Rujjia^ which he be- steph 
ficged and took; as alfo, Newel ^ Zava-f'^rthcr 
loky &c. He defigned alfo to have attacked ^^^^ 
TlefhoWj but the feafbn of the year being 
too far advanced, he deferred that fiege to 
the beginning of next campaign, and re- 
turned home to afferable the dyet, that he 
might be furnifhed with all neceffaries for 
the enluing year. 

Czar John from Novogrod Went to Mof- 
coWj where he appeared very gay, diverting 
hiralelf at marriages and otlier public a(- 
ferablies. About this time he married his 
feventh Emprefs. Having underftood by his 
fples that King Stgphe.i had obtained all he 

wanted 
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Book wanted of the dyct, and that he was deter- 

L mined to attack Tleskow; alfo knowing 

^^^^^^^ chat his troops were infufficient to oppofc 

the viftorious arms of that Prince, he fell 

upon an expedient, by which he hoped He 

would be able to procure peace. This was 

John by fending an Ambaffador to the Pope, of- 

makcs a fenng to acknowledge his fupremacy, and 

^^opc! fubjeft his empire to the fee o£Rome^ if he 

would make up matters betwixt him and 

Poland. The Pope liked this propoi&l fo 

well, that he fent the reverend father ^of- 

JaviHj a jefuit, with inftruftions and full 

powers to negociate that affair. 

During thefe two fuccefsful campaigns, ' 
in which King Stephen had gained fo much 
glory, the Swedes had not been idle ; they 
took Narva by affault, and put feven 
thoufaind Ruffians to the fword: they alio 
took Jamgorod and Caporio. Ivonogrod fur- 
rendered upon terms, as did Wifemhurgh^ &c. 
King Stephen opened hi^ third campaign 
with the (lege of ^leskoiVy which he inveft- 
ed as far as his troops would go, it being an 
exceeding large town, Vhich would have re* 
quired a very great army to befiege it in form. 
A Nundo In the mean time, the reverend Father ^offa^ 

^^Pl'% '^^"^ ^^^^ pther ambafladors, arrives ii> the 

camp/ ' camp with propofals oiF peace ; but the King 

would hearken to no terms, unlefs Czar 

John gave up to the cjrown of Toland all 

the 
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the towns he polTefled in Livonia. At the B o o K 
fame time the fiegc of Tleskow was carried I. 
on vigoroufly ; and Czar John ufing no ^^y^r>^ 
means to relieve it, many of the Rujjian 
grandees went to him in a body, and falling 
proftrate before him; told him, that the 
i9i4iole nation was furprifed at his ina^ivity ; 
that they feared the enemy, if vigorous 
meafures were not purfued, would take all 
his towns one after another; begging him 
but to command, and he fhould foon (ee an 
army, not only able to drive the enemy 
from the Rujfian frontiers, but to make the 
conqueft of all Toland if he had a mind to 
it J and, if he did not incline to meet the 
army in perfon, they begged he would put 
' his fon at the head of it. Czar John heard 
them patiently, till they mentioned his fbn, 
but then fell in a terrible paflion, fufpe^ing 
feme other confpiracy, in which he thought 
his fon might be concerned: he thrc^tned 
them all with death and deftru6lion, and his 
fon coming into his prefence to vindicate 
himiclf, in the height of his paflion he gave John kills 
him a ftroke on the head with his cane, of ^^ ^°°' 
which he died a few days after. This Prince 
was called John after his father, had never 
difbbliged him, and was much beloved by 
him. The Czar feeing his fon in this de- Hi^ cxccf- 
plorable ftate, fell from the greateft fit of J^^^j^^^^'^J^^ 
anger into an excels of grief and defpair, count. 

refufing 
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Bookrefufitig to take either food or tcft^ by 
I. which his own life came to be in great dan- 
^^^^^^ ger. His friends at laft prevailed uppn him 
to take fome refrefliment ; but he could ne- 
ver think of his fon without fliedding a 
flood of tears. 

During this melancholy fcene, the am- 

bafladors, with the jefuit Tojfavin in quality 

A peace of mediator, had met together at Zapolica^ 

ar^il where peace was concluded betwixt Toland 

I/ca. and Ruffia on King Stephen s own terms; 

the Czar having renounced all right to Li- 

von i a in favours of the crown of Poland, 

and the Toles having reftofed the towns 

they had taken from Kujpay all prifoners on 

both fides were fet at liberty. 

Poffavm Peace being thus eftablifhed by the medi- 

c^zar b^ ^^^^^ ^f ^^ ]t{m Tojpruin^ he put the Czar 
mind of in mind of his prbmife, of fubmitring his 

'^f ^'^di ^^^P^^^ ^^ ^^^ jurifdiftion of . the fee of 

Pope ; RoTue. The Czar told him, that it would 

which he be a work of time, which, however he 

*^ would foon put his hand to, promifing from 

time to time to acquaint the Pope with what 

progrefs he made in it. With thefe fair 

promifcs ^ojfavin was honourably difmifled, 

and <:ondufted to the frontiers of Toland. 

The Czar Czar John^ foon after the death of his 

hncholT'^^"' wasfcized with a deep melancholy, and 

and dies lo died in 1 584, about two years after the peace 

^^4- of Zapolica. This Prince, if he had been Icfs 

cruel, 
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ttueif was certainly a great man: he had a B o o K 
very graceful perfon, a robuft conftitution, I. 
a penetrating wit, and found judgment; v>vn^ 
but all thefe qualities were ftained by his ^^^^** 
barbarous and inhuman difpofition. Be-^ 
fides the fore-mentioned conquefts, the king-^ 
dom of Siberia fell into his hands, by the 
means of one Jeremy Timofteon an arch- How Si- 
robber, who with a band fuch as himfelfi ^^^ ^ 
affiled by one Stfaganofl a powerful and j^^to" * 
rich man, furprifed and carried Toboljka the Ruffia. 
capital of Siberia^ took the yoiing King pri- 
ibner (aged about twelve years) and fent 
him to Mo/caw f where he was well rccciyed 
by Czar Jobn^ who caufed educate him in 
the principles of the Chriftian religion, and 
gave him a confiderable eftate in exchange 
tor his kingdom ; which he fettled on him 
and his heirs for ever. This family ftill 
fubfiils in Rujftaj and is reprefented by a 
perfon who has the tide of SiberJhy^Zare-^ 
ii/ichy or Prince of Siberia. 

Czar John's firft Emprefs was a daughter c^ar^ 
of the family of Romanaus, by whom he ^^^V ^ 
had two fons, the eldeft of which he killed and iffuc. 
as above narrated, when about fixteen 
years of age. Theodore II. livftd to fuc-* 
ceed him. This Emprefs he fhut up in a a (hock- 
cloifter, and married no fewer than feven ^^^^^' ^ 
wives, turning them off at pleafure : the his barba- 
third he caufed his. guards throw into a lake nty. 

Vol. I. E near . 
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Book near Mofco'm. This lake is called l^egUna^ 
I. and to preferve to futurity the memory of 
^-^^'^^ fb barbarous an aftion, its water hath never 
fince been made ufe of By his feventh 
Emprefs he had a fon called Demetrius^ 
who 'tis believed was murdered at nine years 
of age, by Borus Gadinow at UgJitz^ whi- 
ther he had fent away the young Prince and 
his motlier. The barbarity of this Prince 
to his wives can by no means be vindicated ; 
but, for his other afts which are called 
cruel, perhaps fome of them were m fbme 
meafure neceffary*. The Ruffians how- 
. ever, ftill think of him with horror, yet it 
is allowed that he had fbme good qualities : 
Hxs good he was a great encourager of brave and rc- 
<malitic8. folute men, a frequenter of the church, and 
a ftrift obferver of the rites and ceremonies 
of religion : he built above forty churches, 
and fixty cloifters for perfons of both fexes, 
allowing them fufficient rents for their fup- 
port, efpecially in the city of Mo/cow. But 
though he thought it prudent to apply for 
the Pope's good offices, to compofe the 
differences between him and the King of 
Poland; yet, he certainly had no Intention 
of fubmitting his empire to the fee of 
Rome : for, feveral years before that, the 

Pope 

* As this Prince fccms to have been naturally of a cruel 
difpofition, we arc afraid the pica of ncccffity will (land fcira 
k iitde (lead with mod readers^ 
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Pope had fent him a nuncio, offering him B p p k 
the title of King, on condition of fuchfub- I. 
nuHion ; but he dcfired the nuncio to tell ^^^>^^ 
the Pope, that his title was John Emperor ^^^^^ ^^ 
of Ruffta^ and King of many kingdoms, the title of 
handed down to him from God by his ^*°s» 
valiant progenitors ; and that he did not ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
underftand how any mortal could aflume 
the right of difpofing of titles, far lefs of 
kingdoms; that for his part he defired 
none, but what he was able to conquer and 
iupport by his viftorious arms. 

He taxed the clergy highly, obliging them wis bcha- 
to bring moft of their rents into his treafury, ^hcdc/^ 
giving them only a fhort allowance for food 
and raiment: he fortified and built above 
an hundred towns and caftles on the fron- 
tiers, in places never inhabited before : he 
laid heavy taxes on his fubjefts in general, 
and notwithftanding the expence of fo much 
building, heaped up vaft treafure. This was con* 
Prince was contemporary with Queen Eliza-- temporary 
bath of England^ and was fo much taken £/^^^ 
with hcF charafter, that he propofed mar- withwhofo 
riage to her (as he fuppofcd), by the means f^*^^.^^^ 
of one BomeliuSj an EugUp phyfician, who |^^^^ ^ ^ 
undertook to get his letters fafely conveyed 
into the Queen's hands, and to eftablifh a 
private correfpondence between them, for 
which the Czar made him confiderable pre- 
fents; but at laft, difcovcring the cheat, 

^ 2 . Bomelius 
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Book Bomelius was put to the torture, and on 
i. confcffion put to death. The biihop of* 
^>^^^^ l^ovogrod^ who was concerned with him in 
carrying on this trick, put of regard to his 
charafter, was not put to death, but con- 
demned to live on bread and water during 
life. 
He nails ^^ ^^ reported that this Czar caufed nail a 
thfiFrencb French hxrA:i^SzAQrs hat to his head for 
Arobaffa- ^^^ripg jj \^ j^is prcfcuce J which barbar- 

to hb pus treatment, however, did not intimidate 
head, for Queen Elizabeth'^ Ambaflador, who apt 
in^hlTprc^ pcarfng covered in his prefence, the Czar 
fence. caufed aflc him, Whether he had heard how 
c^cftions he had treated the Frenchman for failing in 

/^^^. ^'^ ^^fp^^ ^f^^r thaj mapper? The Ambaf- 
baf&dor fador replied, that if he had, he would not 
on the have regarded it, z^ he thought a thousand 
r^ fuch lives as his, were not to be put in bal- 

his bold W^^ ^^^ ^^ digqity of the apwp he had 

anfwer^ (he honour to reprefent ; befides, he knew 

very well that hi? greay piiftrefs (he Queen 

pf Eiiglandy would thoroughly rcfent any 

injury done her in the perfop of her Ajn- 

baffador, though by the grea^eft: and mod 

which u powerful monarch ppon parth. Upon this, 

wcU &kcn the Czar looking fternly abppt ampngft his 

^^^ nobles, pbferve, fays he, how this man 

^ ' ftands up for the honour of a woman : Is 

there anyone of youwhodurft undertake io, 

piuch for me ? This ftory may be true or, 

* • - ^^ *' Falfe, 
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faUc, being one of that kind which is ap* B o o K 
plied to more than one Prince, and claimed I. 
by more quarters of the world than one. v^^v^^ 
Much more is faid of this Prince, and feve- 
ral other bad things laid to his charge: buty 
I proceed to the hiftory of bis fon Theo^ 
dorCj who (ucceeded him. 

Prince Theodore had been married, du* cxar 
ring his father's lifetime, to a fifter of Boras TMhm 
Gadenov/Sj who of courfe became his prime 
minifter: a man full of cunning and nibtil- 
ty, and who did very popular things : he 
ctifcharged ;nany of the taxes, and managed 
matters with fuch dexterity, affability and 
mildnefs, that iie became the favourite of 
all ranks. By theie meafures he played his 
ganje (o artfully, thar in a very fhort time 
he paved the way for himfelf to the throne. 
Demetrius^ third fon to the late Czar, toge* 
thcr with his mother, he fent to a town of 
his own called UglitZj and (as already ob- 
(crvcd) caufed murder the young Prince 2 
the mother he fhut up in a cloifter. As the 
murderers were coming to receive their re- 
ward, he caufed way-lay and murder them. 

Czar Theodore J who was a Prince of little a weak 
capacity, thoygh of a vigorojis conftitution, ^^ r . 
died fuddenly without iflTue in the year oat iflbe 
1597, no body knowing, nor daring to en- in 1597- 
auire how, ^oifgh al| believed he was poi- suppofcd ' 
toocdby S^raj uadenow: for what is not{^^Q*^Aj. 

an 
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Boolean ambitious man capable of, efpecially, 
I. when endued with talents proper for cany- 
^•>^^f^^ ing on fuch a wicked projeft? having, be- 
Btas ^ fi<J^Sj httti feveral years mafter of the fi- 
CadcMw, nances ; having had the difpofal of all pofts 
and preferments both civil and military, even 
to appointing the domeftic fervants that at- 
tended tiie Emperor's perfon, which laft 
«ho pre* were all his creatures: yet to blind the eyes 
5^* ^ of the people, this man on Czar Theodores 
to enter death, thoTigh he was lure of bemg railed 
into aeon- to the throne, gave out that he defigned to 
^^^' retire from thewofU ^nd turn monk, 
which to He aftually i\ tirtd \\\ko a convent to pals 
f?*""!^ his noviciate, thougli Tt tlie fame time he 
headadJy^^^ his emifTaries going about amongft the 
docs. boyars and great men, commending him 
for his great worth and abilities, no doubt, 
with a view to cbuin what he pretended to 
fly from. 
The great The great rten, upon hearing of his re- 
uMi h^^ ^^^^y went to him in a body, and made 
and offer him an offer of the crown. Among other 
him the arguments they made ufe of to induce him 
* to accept of it, one was, that they knew no 
perfon that fo well defcrved it: though this 
whichwith^^^ the very point he aimed at, and what 
fccming of all things upon earth he had moft at 
wluaancc lieart, he fcemed to make fome difficulty in 
oC ^ accepting the offer j however at laft he yield- 
ed 
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cd to their defire, and was proclaimed Em- Book 
pcror, in appearance to the univcrfal fatif- L 
faction of the people. As he had managed v-^>^^^ 
afiairs well during Czar Theodore^^ ^^^daimirf 
reign, he continued to purfue the fame Emperor, 
mcafiires after he was raifcd to the throne, and go- 
He got Ingria reftored, made peace with the vcmiwdl. 
Swedes and ail his neighbours, and lived 
undifturbed in this agreeable ftate, until the 
year 1 602, when a rumour went that the 
fuppofed murdered Prince, Demetrius^ was 
alive; and though Boras Gadenow had 
himiclf ordered the murder of this young 
Prince, and really believed he was dead, 
fbmc are ftill of opinion that he was con- 
veyed out of the way, and the fon of a 
prieft murdered in his ftead : yet when it 
was univerfally talked of that Demetrius was 
ftill in being, and making preparations for ' - 
recovering his right, it gzvc Boras a vaft 
deal of uneafinefs. 

This Demetrius, whofc true name was The firft 
Grijka Utropecay was faid to be a gentle- £^^'^''•'- 
man's fon in Jarojlaw : being a roguifli boy, 
he run away from his parents, and after 
wandering about for fome time, at lift went 
into a convent: having one day overheard 
fome of the monks fay that he looked very 
like Demetnusy Czar John Bajiliwick*s 
youngeft fon, who had been murdered at 
UglitZy he took the hint, and by the ad- 
vice 
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Book vice of one of the monks whom he made 
I. acquainted with his de(ign, and who was to 
give him all the afliftance in his power, he 
retired into Tolandj where he was to wait 
till he found a proper opportunity to declare 
himfelf. Having reached Lithuania^ he got 
himfelf introduced to Prince Adam Wujna* 
ivitjkyz company, and being a well-looked 
young man, the Prince took a liking to 
him, and engaged him into his fervice (the 
great men in Poland having always numbers 
of fuch about their perfons), where he car- 
ried himfelf fo well, that the whole family, 
efpecially the Prince and Princefs, were 
charmed with him ; till one day falling into 
fome irregularity, the Prince was fo much 
offended with him, that he gave him a box 
on the ear, calling him at the fame dme 
bledinfin, /. e. fon of a w— — e : on this he 
fell a weeping bitterly, faying to the Prince, 
If you knew who I really am you would 
not have ufed me after this manner. This 
excited the Prince's curiofity, and the fubtle 
Hh ac- Grijka at laft told him: That he was De- 
count of metriusy Czar John Bajilsivick's only furvi- 
^^^' ving fon ; whom (added he) Boras Gade- 
now thought indeed he had dcftroyed, but 
that in his ftcad he had only murdered the 
fon of a prieft ; that by the affiftance of 
good people he was brought into that coun- 
try, and into his family, where he defigned 

to 
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to have continued, until God in his good Bo ok 
rime fliould think fit to reftore him to his I. 
juft right. To confi rm this ftory, he unbut- v^^vxj 
toned his breaft, fhcwing a golden crofs fet 
with diamonds of confiderable value, and at 
the fame time falling on his knees before 
die Prince, begged his proteftion. The 
good-natured Prince cafily believing him, 
caufed forthwith clothe him fumptuoufly, 
and pay him all the honours and refpeft 
due to the Czar. 

As an affair of this kind could not be 
long concealed, it immediately took air, 
and in a trice fpread over the whole Rujftan hIs ftory 
empire. Perfbns of all ranks were over- g?in« c^c- 
joyed at the difcovery, giving thanks and ^] *° "-^ 
praifing God for -his wonderful prefer\a- 
tion of Demetrius : and, the more induft- Boras ca- 
rious that Boras Gadenoiv was in ufing dcavours 
rneans to have Grijka delivered up to him, J,^^^*J^ij, 
or otherwilc deftroyed, the more the nation tcrcd up. 
was confirmed in the belief of his being 
genuine. 

Prince W^ffiowifiky condufted Gm^^, Hcistrca- 
whom we (hall henceforth call Demetrius^ ^^ ^* 
into ^olandy where he was received by all f!^ 
the grandees with great refpeft, particular- Poland. 
ly, by the Woywode of Sandomirj who with 
other leading men pitched upon by King 
Sigifmundj forthwith raifed an a:rmy and 
marched with him into Rujfta^ he having 
Vol. I. F . firft . 
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Book firft bound and obliged himfelf to continue 
I. for ever a friend to ^oland^ and to give not 

^^'^^^^^^ only a toleration for the free excrcife of 
the Roman catholick religion, but aUb in 
due time to eftablilh it over the whole era- 
pire. 

In the mean time, he fell defperately in 
love with the Lady Maria Anne^ the Way- 
wode of Sandomirs daughter, a very beau- 
tiful young lady, and defired her in mar- 
riage ; perhaps with a view to engage her 
father and the pation to ftand more firmly 

He march- ^y ^^^* ^^* propofal being agreed to, he 
cs into marched into Rujfta at the head of thirty 
Rujpa. thoufand Tolesj having previous thereto 
publiftied a manifefto, inviting all his faith- 
ful fubjefts to join him, threatning at the 
fame time with utter deftruftion, all thofe 
who ihould continue to adhere to the ufur- 
per. As he entered Rujfta^ numbers of 
people joined him: the (Jojfacks to a man 
declared for him, and moft of the towns 
threw open their gates to receive him : his 
^^^^,^ army increafed daily, which ftruck fuch a 
difmal terror on Boras ^ that he fell into the moft 
fl*tc. abjeft condition imaginable, afraid of every 
body, and not knowing whom to truft; 
rio doubt through the remembrance of his 
crimes, efpecially of the murders he had 
committed in raifing himfelf to the throne. 
In fhort, he became a burden to himfelf: 

ncverthelefs^ 
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Mverthelefs, ke ncgleftcd nothing that he B o o K 
oaght to have done on that occafion. He L 
got the patriarch to excommunicate all thofe v>prv 
who had joined the impoftor, as he called 
him, and fent an army againft him under 
the command of his kinfman John Gade- 
nowj whom he thought he could traft pre^ 
ferably to all others. This army came up 
vnUti Demetrius J and fct upon him with 
fuch refolution, that he was forced to re- Boras at 
treat to Tuteivsl with conflderable lofs;^^jy^' 
which (b encouraged Boras' s party, that 
they rcfolved to purfue the enemy clofe, 
and not allow them time to recover: but 
Demetrius did not lofe courage, and, being 
joined by a frefti body of ^olesj Tartars 
and CoJJacks^ he- attacked Boras his army at then total- 
Reilsk^ and overthrew it totally. As the \^l!^^ 
Voles and Cojptcks were cutting down the 
Ruffians unmercifully in the purfliit, he 
called out to fpare his fubjefts, and caufed 
found a retreat. When Boras got the ac- 
counts of this defeat, he fell a bleeding at 
mouth and nofe fo exceflively, that it threw 
him into convulfions, of which he expired Hb death, 
a few days after, in the year 1 605. 
• On the death of Boras the whole nation Demetn" 
declared for Demetrius^ except the capital, ^'l^^^ 
where moft of the ^eat men of Boras' s icdgcd, 
party caufed proclaim his fon Theodore Bo- 
rifiwich Czar. But a few days after, De- 

P 2, wetrius 
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Book metrius rooted the remains of Boras % army,' 
L and took prifoner (amongft others) "John 
^^r>r>u Gadenow^ who woijid not fubmit and ac- 
. knowledge him for Czar ; for which he was 
thrown into prifon. This viftory was 
chiefly owing to Teter Bufmanoff^ one of 
Boras\ Generals; who, either out of picque, 
or that he really believed Demetrius to be 
the perfon he gave himfdf out for, as the 
armies were on the point of engaging, call- 
ed out on the head of his command, that 
Demetrius was the true heir of the empire; 
and defired, that all who loved the intcrcft 
of their country might follow him : upon 
which, not only his own command, but 
ibme thoufands more of xhtRuJfians went- 
over to Demetrius J who received them fo 
gracioufly (efpecially Bufmanoff) that they 
never after abandoned him. When the 
accounts of this viftory reached Mofcow^ 
they who had fo lately proclaimed Theodore 
Theodore BoHfowichy Went to the palace and murder- 
and his ed both him and his mother : his fifter'^ life 
mSdcrS!'^^ faid, was fpared by Demetrius' s order. 

On this viftory, Demetrius* marched 
ftraight to the capital; where, he was re* 
ceived with the acclamations and huzzas of 
the people. The fixteenth of June 1 605 
he was proclaimed, and crownod Emperor 
the twenty-firft of July. The firft thing he 
did thereafter, was to take his fuppofed 

mother 
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mother out of the cloifter, where fhe had Book 
bxn fhut up by Boras Gadenoiu ; and that I. 
flic might be brought to court with the "^^r^nsj 
more honour and refpe<{l, he went himfelf 
fome miles out of town to meet her, ac- 
companied by all his princes ^uid boyars. 
They embraced each other with gi^eat ap- 
pearance of tendernefs and afFeftion^ and 
out of rcfpcft, he refufed to fit in the fame 
coach with her, but mounted his horfe, and 
attended her to the imperial apartments in 
the palace, where (he was entertained with 
a ftate and gran4eur fuitabie to her high 
rank. This good lady, though fhe knew 
well how matters flood, yet being heartily 
wearied of themonaftick life, and no doubt 
well enough pleafed with the hopes of be-' 
ing revenged on the Gadenowian family^ 
connived at the cheat : perhaps too, her 
ambition was agreeably flattered, with the 
view of living in greater ftate for the fu- 
nirc, and of being confidered as the Empe- 
ror s mother. 

Notwithftanding all thefe contrivances, it Demetrh 
was fbon whifpercd about that he was an ^ *^?^ f' 

A J 7^ .r • TT ncmics m 

impoftor, and not Demetrtus. However, ^j^^ g^^ 
this fbon blew over, and he might have vcrnmcnt, 
fupported himfelf, had he not gone into 
fcvcral impolitick meafures ; fuch as, empty- 
ing the trcafury to gratify the "Toles ; mar- 
rying a ToUJh lady, and bringing her into 
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Book RuJ^a with fo much fl:atc and fo great ex* 
I. pence, and cloathed after the Volijh fafhion ; 

^■^^"^^■^ eating of veai, which the Rujjians had 
then in abhorrence ; going into the church 
with too little ceremony, followed by a 
number of dogs ; and not bowing down low 
enough to the crucifix and piftures of the 
faints. But what really difgufted the nati- 
on moft of all, was his neglefting the great 
men of the country, and beftowing all pofts 
and preferments on the Tales. Thefc un- 
popular meafures ftirred up a great faction 
againft him ; which, by BufmanofTs means, 
he came to be informed of: whereupon 
Prince Zusky was ^ apprehended, and con- 
demned to lofe his head, as being the chief 
promoter of the defign ; but by the inter- 
ccflion of Demetrius's fuppofed mother, 
he. was "not only pardoned but received into 
favour; which lenity Demetrius foon after 
heartily repented of. Zusky reprefented to 
him, that the moft effeftual means to gam 

Removes the love of his fubjcfts, was to remove the 

suardsf^'^^^{/* g^ from the palace, and truft the 
care of his perfon to the Rujfians ; which 
advice he went into contrary to the opinion 
of BufrnanofTznA his other friends. Zusfy 
then thought he had his game fecured, only 
one thing more was wanting, which was to 
pcrfuade the patriarch into their meafures: 
^his they endeavoured tp do, by laying be-? ' 

fore 
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fore him the danger that the church was lii B o o K 
fmc Demetrius had engaged to introduce i, 
the fervice of the church of Rotne^ and ac- 
knowledge the Pope's fupremacy, which of 
confcquence muft abolifh the patriarchate, 
and overturn the eftabiifhed religion. This 
is a common pretext in moft revolutions, and 
took fo well on this occafion, that Zusky 
thought there was no time to be loft, fo to 
work he went ; and caufing march privily 
numbers of people into the city on pretence 
of witnefling the marriage folemnity, a con- 
Hderable body of thofe being privately af- 
fcmbled, and having difpofed every thing to 
his mind, he marched at the head of them 
early in the morning, and inverted the pa- 
lace ; the guards being in the plot, made no 
oppofition : they broke in, and cut to pieces 
feveral of the attendants, {B ufnianoff zmong 
the firft) and at * laft feizcd on Demetrius 
himfelf, who had jumped from a window 
and was almoft bruifed to death. Then in 
forae meafure to fatisfy the people, be- . 
fore they would make an end of him, 
one of the party alked him, Whether 
he was really Detnetrius or Griska? To 
which he anfwered, that he was Demetrius^ 
owned and crowned as fuch in the face of 
the world ; and if, faid he, you have any 
further doubt, go and afk the Emprefs my 
mother, to whom I refer you. They all 

fecming 
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Book fecming furprifcd at this pofitive affirmation, 
L defired Prince Zusky to wait ort the Em'prefs 

^'-'^'^^ for that efFeft, who on his return affirmed, 
that the Emprefs how as pofitivcly difowned 
him as fhe had owned him before, declar- 
ing, that he was not her fon, and, that Ihc 
never had any but the unhappy child who 
was murdered at Uglitz^ yet, that fhe wa^ 
not without fbme good-will to this man, 
for having revenged her on the bloody ufur- 
per Boras. Upon this, one of the party 
by Zusky s command, came up with a piftol 

Hb fatal and (hot Demetrius dead, (the 17th of May 

end. J ^06.) faying, Thou infamous traitor, take 
this as the reward of thy impofture : after 
which, they carried his corpfe all mangled 
and disfigured with wounds, to the publick 
place before the palace, where he lay fome 
days expofed to the view of every body. 

The world is not yet fatisfied whether 
this Demetrius was true or falfe ; but^-therc 
are two things which feem to decla^ in his 
favour: the firft is, that he had one arm 
confiderably fhorter than the other, and a 
large wrat or mole on his face; which 
marks were really known to have been in 
the true Demetrius: befides, he was much 
about the fame age, and had a great refem- 
blance of him btherwife : the fecofid is, 
that whereas all ufurpcrs and impoftors, 
even in their beft and fecureft (ituations are 

not 
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not without jealoufies and fears, yet he ap- B o o k 
peared to hav? had none, as it is evident I. 
from his difmiffing the Tolip guards from ^>^^^ 
about his perfon, contrary to the opinion of 
his beft friends. He put fuch an entire jtruft 
in his own fubjefts, that the night before 
his cruel death, he caufed advertife the 
Voles to take care of themfeives, but could 
never be perfuaded that his own people had 
any bad defign againft himfelf. From thefe 
two points, a ftrong prefumption arifes that 
ht was the true Demetrius. 

About fifteen hundred of his adherents 
were at the fame time maffacred ; which hap- 
pened on the ninth day after the arrival of 
his Emprefs. 

Prince Bajil Twonowtch Zuskjy who had 
contrived and carried on this treacherous 
and bloody affair, was immediately and un- 
animoufly proclaimed Czar, but was no 
fooner raifed to the throne, than one appear- 
ed pretending to be Demetrius. His friends '^^^ ^: 
gave out that he had elcaped among the^^^^/j^, 
throng and repaired to Calluga ; to which 
place vail numbers of the Co^acks^ Ruffians 
and Tartars had repaired : he had feveral 
engagements with Zusk/s troops, In which . 
he always had the better. In order to get 
rid of fuch a formidable rival, Zusfy at 
laft fent the Woywade of Sandamir^ toge- 
ther witlT* his daughter Maria jlnne^ to 

Vol. L* G Sigifmuni 
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Book Sigfmund King of Toland^ where they were 

/ I. to ufe their utmoft endeavours with that 

v-r\^ Prince and the republic, to recal the Toles 

and Cojfacks in the fervicc of this fecond 

Impoftor. Demetrius getting intelligence 

of his defign, and knowing how advaata- 

gcous it would be to his caufe to have the(e 

pcrfons in his power, fent a party, of horie 

Intercepts to intercept them, which they did without 

Maria cUfHculty, and brought them to the camp 

her wayw) towards the evening, where Demetrius re- 

Poland.' ccived them in the fondeft manner; but 

Tome of his party were not a Uttlc difcou- 

raged on obferving a coldnefs on their fide, 

Maria Anne^ as well as her father,^alledgmg 

that this Demetrius did not niuch refemble 

the murdered Emperor : but this was hufh- 

ed with all poffible care, and ' quarters were 

appointed them in the camp, atlome diftancc 

* from thofe of Demetrius. It was thought 

proper to conceal his having feen Maria^ 

till he fliould have leifure to confer with her 

father and friends : they accordingly reprc- 

fcnted to her, that it would fuit better with 

the prefent fituation of her affairs as well as 

with her ambition, to adhere to this (econd 

Demetrius, whereby (he might ftill become 

^ Emprefs of Rufia, than to endeavour his 

ruin. Thefc remonftrances had the defired 

efFeft ; fo that after a few days feparation, on 

pretence of indifpof^don, Ihe was willing to 

be 
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be conduftcd to the arms of her hew Deme- Book 
trlus : but the affair was of fo popular a nature, L 
it was thought proper it (hould be aftcd in the ^^^^^^^ 
face of the world ; and in order thereto, it 
was agreed, that Demetrius (hould meet his 
Emprefs in the face of the whole army, 
wfailft the nobility and deputies of the pra- 
nces were upon the place. Their meeting Their ex^ 
was Iblemn and full of paflion ; they recei- ^raordiiu* 

1 1 1 •1 * . -^ . ry meet* 

vcd each other with open arms, mterming- lig. 
line thdr tears with embraces. The buU- 
nek was afted fo much to the life, that the 
moft fufpicious obfervers feemed entirely 
lattsfied : Maria Anne mixed the teftimonies 
of her love with fo ftrong marks of cfteem 
and refpeft to her lord and hufband, and 
he returned his embraces with fo lively a 
pafEon^ that it drew tears of joy from the 
fpeftators: he alfo addreffed himfelf in a 
particular manner to the Woywade of San^ 
Jdmir^ acknowledging the favours he had 
received from him in the infancy of his 
affairs ; which they feemed both to remcm-^ 
ber with no fmall pleafure. 

TChis (cene being over, every body feemed 
to be fatisfied of the reality of Demetrius. 
Great numbers came to the camp from all 
quarters, in fo much, that moft of the pro^ 
vinccs of the empire fubmitted to him, fup- 
plied Jiis army with provifions, and all other 

G a Z^/hy 
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Book Zujky^ with his armyand the inhabitants 
I. of Mofcow^ were reduced to great ftraits by 
^-^^"^^^ the defeftion of the country ; yet had the 
courage not to fubmit, but applied to Charles 
IX. Y^goi Sweden^ who, haying ufurped the 
crown from his nephew Sigtfmund^ was fond 
of any opportunity to make him uneafy ; and 
therefore fent them a confiderablc force under 
the command of two generals, Evert Rom 
and Count y<5;;/«j de la Guardcj which was 
of great fervice to them the year following. 
The provinces were exhaufted by intoller- 
able contributions exafled by the ^o/esy 
who on that account became deteftablc to 
the Ruffians J and rendered the didraAions of 
that vaft empire univerfaL Even the camp 
was not without ftrong eflefts of them, 
which was evident by the diflention among 
the great ones, whereby many good oppor- 
tunities were neglefted.' Hence arofe a new 
face of affairs, and furprifing viciflitudes 
every day happened ; every thing feeming to 
confpire both agaiiift Zujky and Demetrius. 
The grandees on both fides, finding they 
could expeft no calm fo long as either fub- 
Zujfy fcnt fifted ; thofe at Mofcow dethroned Zu/ky, 
^duw to (hut hjnj up In a cloifter, and fome time 

gifmmd. lifter fcrit him prifoner to Sigifmundj with 
an offer of the Rujfftan crown to his fbn 
Uladijlaus ; which w as the only mean left 
to put an end to all differences. Upon this. 

King 
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King Sigifmmid recalled his troops from the Book 
fcrvice of Demetrius^ who, being at laft a- L • 
bandonec;]! on all fides, was murdered at V*^^^^ 
Calluga by the Tartars. 

King Sigtfmund received the Ruffian Am*, 
baflador as he lay with his army beficglng 
SnwlenfcOj and, having agreed to moft of his 
demands, fent orders to his General, Stani- 
flaus Salfo/kjy (who lay with an army near 
Mofconv) to receive the fubmiffion of the 
Ruffians J and proclaim his fon Emperor. 

But fome time after, the "Poles carrying 
themfelves infolently towards the Ruffians^ 
and Uladijlaus not appearing, they railed an - 
army in conjunftion with the Swedes^ witK 
dcfign to drive the ^oks out of the empire. 
At the fame time, giving the Swedljh Gene- 
ral to underftand, that his King s brother, 
Charles ^hilip^ might very probably be e- 
lefted Czar. The ^oles being informed of 
this, fet fire to the city of Mojcoiv in feve- T^g p^/^ 
ral quarters, and inhumanly maflacred an bum Mof- 
infinite number of the inhabitants; then^^* 
plundered the treafury, the churches and 
convents, and retired towards their frontiers 
loaded with fpoil; which misfortune the 
Rujffians feel to this day. The Swedip Ge- 
nerals having contributed not a little to the 
expelling of the Toles, and not thinking 
themfelves fufficiently rewarded for their 
fervice, on their march homeward furprized 

and 
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Bo OK and took the city of gcczt Novogro J ; to 

!• redeem which, the Ruffians gave ^em all 

^^^^^ Ingria. Thus fell that Rujfian ;i^vmQc in- 

^"^in^to the hands of Sweden. This trea^ was 

the hands brought about by the mediation or King 

"^"^ James VI. of Scotland and I. Df England^ 

which occafioned Czar Peter more than 

once to fay, That he was more obliged to the 

predeceflbrs of the Chevalier de St. GeorgCj 

than to all the monarchs of the world* 



End of the Ftrji Book. 
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B p o ic n. 

Tbe Hijlory of Russia,. 

AFTER much bloodfhed and nianygQ^]^ 
chaQses, in the year 1613, xhtRuJfi-^ jj^ 
ans choic Michael T'heoJorowich Romanaw i^yx^, 
for Emperor ; whofe father being Patriarch Mubaet 
at that time, it made his eleftion eafy. Hc^StSl 
is reckoned amongd the beft of their Czars, ed, i6x3< 
having governed with prudence and decency* 
This Prince got the fecond hUh Demetrius' s 
fon, together v^rith Maria Annt his mother 
into his power, whom he ordered to be 
thru/l under the ice and drowned in the 
Occa. This aflion does not agree with his 
charaftcr of miidnefs; for, whatever he 
might have done with thr fon, the mother 
oi^^ht to have teen (pared, as in all her afti- 
ons (he (howed (pint and mettle, and was 
exceeding beautiful. 

A 
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Book A third Demetrius who made a buftle 
11. for a while, was taken by the Goffucks near 
yy^^ Tlejkow, and delivered up to the Czar; 
Det^^i' who caufed him be executed publickly the 
us. day of his coronation. This Prince having 
made peace with all his neighbours, died in 
the year 1 645, and was fuccecded by his 
jllcxh fon Alexis Michaelowich : in whofe minori- 
Michaeh' ^y^ ^j^^ miniftry having more regard to their 
1645, own intereft than that of the public, vexed 
the people gricvoufly, by impofing a high tax 
upon every thing, efpecially upon fait, bran- 
dy and tobacco, which occafioned a revolt 
over the whole city, and elfewhcre: they 
Great dif- fell upon the minirtry, murdered fereral of 
orders in ^^^^1^ ^^d plundered their houfes ; and, it 
was with great difficulty the Czar prevailed 
with them to (pare the life of his mafter of 
. the houfhold. Boras Moro/cow. During 
this uproar, a fire broke out in the city, 
wliich confumed feveral thoufands of houfes, 
with many people ; nor could the flames be 
got extinguifhed, till a cry went dmongft 
the mob, that unlcfs the corpfe of the chan- 
cellor and of ^lefchow were thrown into 
tlie flames, they would not go out. This 
was no fooner faid than done ; on which it 
is reported the flames ceafed : but fure, this 
aft of fury and barbarity fhould rather be 
ftigmatized with juft feverity, than have mi- 
raculous fuccelTes afcribed to it. The people 

at 
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tt Novogrod and ^lejkow alfo rebelled, fo B o o K 
that the governors were obliged to leave the 11. 
towns : but all being padfied at MoJlcrWy v>nr>w^ 
the Czar ordered twelve thoufand men to 
Nwogrody and the like number to TleJ^ 
kowy whereupon they fubmitted. 

But when all f^emed to be in peace and The re* 
quietnefsy both at home and abroad, a noto- ^'*»^" ^ 
rious rebel, whofe name was Stenke Razitiy gaztn. 
a Doncoffacky having got a good many loofe 
people together, fell a robbing and plunder* 
ing over alL Stenko's brother had com- 
manded the Doncoffacks fome years before, 
under General Prince George Dale^oruky^ on 
the frontiers of Toland; and falling fliort 
of provifions, marched home with the CoJ^ 
facksy without acquainting the commanding 
General, who, fending for him to know 
the caufe of his leaving the army, and get- 
ting no fatisfaftory aniwer, caufed hang him 
up without further ceremony. This was 
the occadon of Stenko\ rebellion ; who was , 

i:> full of revenge, that he fpared neither 
friend nor foe : Rujfians and Terjtans he 
murdered and plundered without diftinftion, 
till at laft to put an end to his villanies, 
Prince John Samolefwich ^roforoskoyy Go- 
vernor of AJlracMy Vnarched againft him 
with all the forces he could raife. Stenko 
not being able to oppofc them, fubmitted 
to the Czar's clemency, promifing on par- 
VoL. L H don. 
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Book doh^ tb behave like a good fobjeft for the 
II. future; but this was only to gain time, for 
^^^"^^^ in a few months after he appeared at the 
head of greater numbers, and by a promife 
ofrcwardandbeftowinghis money liberal- 
ly, he corrupted the inhabitants erf" AJira^ 
^ . can ; fo that, when he came before the city 
fciz?s A- ^rly in a morning to attack it, they of>aied 
firaean. their gates and allowed him entrance. The 
Governor fufpcfting no fuch thing, was in 
the church at prayers (as the Rufiam com* 
monly are at that time) : Stenko fent and 
caufed tell him, that if he, with the oificen 
of the garrifon, would fubmit and acknow** 
ledge him for their fovereign, they fhotiM 
not only be fafe, but meet with all cncoui^ 
agement; which they refufmg, were inftanr- 
ly cut to pieces. Befides the Governor and 
his brother, there were feverai foreign offi- 
cers put to death ; amongft others, one Co- 
lonel Baillie a Scot/man. After this, he 
feized on the treafury, and plundered all 
the rich houfes in the town, fparing neithar 
church nor convent. From Ajiracan he 
marched againft Zaratow^ an other confi- 
derable town which he alfo took, ufing the 
inhabitants after the fame, manner. The 
like fate befd Samara^ but Simb^Jktyfy a 
ftrong place,, held out vigorouHy againft 
fiim ; where, after having made feverai at- 
tacks, be was repulfed wkli confiderable 

- lofs, 
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io&; whith enraged him to that degree, that ^ o o K 
he vowed the deftru6lion of the whole coun- II. 
fiy. This, feveral of his friends took a- ^^^''•^^^^ 
miis, telling him, that by ufing fuch rigo- 
rous methods, he could not propofe to gain 
^ hearts of the people ; that with the rich 
people in towns, he might do as he in- 
cBned, but the country ought to be prefer- 
fed for his own fake. . He had regard to 
Acir adw:e, and fent his^ declarations over 
the whole kingdom of j4firacan^ inviting all 
to come and join him, affuring them he 
would ufi* them well, and free them from 
the oppreffion of the Rujjlans : thefe pro- 
miles had fuch an eiffeft upon the country 
people (being generally fond of a change), 
that they went to him in multitudes, fo that 
his army was exceedingty increafed. He 
Ikewife fent emiffaries into Rujfia, and even 
mto the city of Mojcow^ who praifed his 
moderation, and encouraged all to a general 
Fevolt: he thought of nothing Icfs than de- 
throning the Czar, and making himfelf ma- 
tter of the empire. 

The Czar feeing matters come to this ex- 
tremity, fent a ftrong army again ft him, un- 
der the command or the fame Priqce Dol- 
gorufyy who had caufed hang Stenko$ bro- 
ther, as being the propereft perfon to deal 
with hun. Stenkos army was foperior in 

Jf 2, pwmber 
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Book number to the Czar's, but neither fo ^cU 

II. armed nor commanded. 
^^'^^'^ Stenko ordered a body of fifteen thoufand 
chofen men to incommode the enemy, com- 
manding them exprefsiy not to give battle, 
till he fliould come up with the grofs of the 
army, to make fare of a eompleat vidory ; 
for by defeating this army, he hoped to 
become mafter of the whole empire : but 
Prince DoJgoruky was fo lucky as to (iirprize 
and cut in pieces this advanced body, taking 
feveral thoufand prifoners ; fo that few c- 
fcaped. He then marched ftraight againft 
the main body of the rebels, who were en- 
camped near a town called Arjamis^ where, 
in their view, to ftrike the more terror, he 
caufed hang up all the prifoners in thdr 
r$ aban- A^irts: this had the defired effeft, for the 
xionrd by night foUowing, many of Stetfkos principal 
^^^"'°^^*fnenis, amongft others, ylsbo znA Morako, 
together with his nephew, went and fub- 
mitted to the Czar. Then finding himfelf 
abandoned by thofe in whom he moft con^ 
fided, and fearing left he ihould be taken 
and delivered up by his own people, he 
went off and left his army, recommending 
the command to his companion Sioretas ; 
whom he ordered back to Ajlracan^ to keep 
out that town, dll he ihould aflfemble more 
forces to continue the war with the better 
fuccefs ; but, the army after they came to 

ufflracan, 



1 



RUSSIA. ^r 

AftracoHj took Sioretasy bound him hand Book 
ami foot^ and drowned him in the Wolga^ IL 
dicn furrendered the town to the Czar. v-or^ 

Stenko with his brother, and a few more, 
went to Saritza^ in hopes to prevail with 
the Doncoffacks to join him ; but the Rett* 
man Jaculow^ inftead of that, caufed appre* 
head him with his brother Froika, and fenc 
them both in chains to M<9/?oTt;; where Stenko Th» end 
was broke upon the wheel, and the rebellion ®^ ^^^^^^ 
cxdnguifhed. Being aiked how he durft , 
cake up arms againft the Czar, and commie 
fuch horrid barbarities, and what he defign- 
ed further? he replied, that he defigned to 
march to the city of Mo/caw^ and deftroy 
tU the boyars. Prince Dolgoruky amongft 
the firfl; who had been the occafion of all 
4his work. His brother Froikuj as he was 
going to the block, called out that he want- 
ed to {peak with the Czar, ha^ng fomething 
to difcover, which without him he never 
could come to the knowledge of: it being 
aflced what that was, he replied, that he 
would difcover it to none but the Emperor 
himfelf ; whereupon, he was admitted into 
die Czar's prefence, who pardoned him on 
difcovering where his brother s treafure lay. 

Czar Alexis Michaelowich^ being con- Czar Ale- 
temporary with Oliver Cronmelly had fo ^'^£^1 
great an abhorrence of his rebellion and rergii/h mer* 
bcHious practices, that he caufed banilh all <*»»• 

the 
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l^ooXth^EnglfJh merchants out of his 
II. ons, particulary, the faftory^ at Jlrchanget^ 

^"'^^'^^^ which was not re-eftablilhed till after the 
reftoration of King Charles IL and even 
then, he obliged them to pay high taxes 
and duties^ whi^h they had not been in u(c 
to pay before. 

Ancwim- During this Prince's reign, a new impo* 

poftor; ftor flarted up in Toland, whofc name was 
Timojka^ giving himfelf out to be the ft» of 
Ztifky. Cn the arrival of an AmbaiTador 
froin RuJ]^ to the King at Warfarw^ he left 
^oland^ and betook himfelf to the famous 
SQhfnilnisky^ General of the Cojfacks ; by 
whojn he was well received and entertain- 
cd> till an envoy from the Czar to that Ge* 
neral remonftrated againfl it : from' thence 
he retined to Conflantinople^ where he tunw 
ed Turk ; and from that place, as the ftory 
goes, he went to Rome and became roman 
catholick, and fb wandered about from 
place to place, till at laft he came to ELol- 
Jieiny where he was known by a Kujfiafi 
commiflary, who caufed him be impriibned. 
After being confined a whole year, he was 

]g^ {^^^ dellvcced up to the Czar, who cauied cut 
off his head at Mofiow. . 

Czar yilexis retook from the ^oks du- 
ring their wars wth the Turks, the towns 
ofSmoknska, Kiow^indCherniskow; which, 
they iiad kept pofTefEctfi of fince ^c time 

of 
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of the (ccond (^{t Demetrius. About this B 6 K 
dmc the Cojfacks having had long atid 11. 
Moody wars with the jPc?/px, (by t^hom they ^-^vx/ 
had befen oppreffed) by agrecmeint "with P/^^^ 
1 the Czar, crofled the Borifthenes to the under the 
i number of fifty thoufand families, taking z^^^^^"^ 
\ long with them all they, could carry, and P'^^'^^^^^^^ 
fct^d in the Ukrarne^ under the Czar's pro- 
tection ; where they have ever fince conti- 
nued, and increafed to triple that tiumbcr, 
and can now bring into the field an army • 
of fixty, fevcnty, or one hundred thoufand 
men ; biat^ as the worid now goes, bad 
trdops, and without difcipline. 

^This Bmperoar was twice inarried: hisczar A- 
firil Eanprels was Nldry IlljntfHa^ daughter ^^^^<» 
^ to Biia Domloivkh Milojlatskyj 4 hoyar;^^^"^ 
' by Whott>, he had fout fons and five daugh- 
ters. His eldeft fon ^lexowich^ born in the 
year 1 653, was candidate for die crovgi of 
Toland after Kirig 'Cajimir's demife : this 
Prince ^Sed ih the year 1 670. His fecond 
fon, Theodore^ l^ved to fucceed him : Mich-- 
W/, hi* thiixl fon, died in the year 1 679 ; 
and John^ his fouffth fdh, fucceeded his bro- 
ther Theodore. Irene^ his etddl dauglrter, 
y did in *he y«rr 1 678 : S&ffbh, liis fecond, 
was file that o(jcaficmed fo much tiroublc to 
PetEfc tJhtc^GPgat: Matia Jinne^ the third, 
died yo^tig : Katharine^ and Maria AlexC'- 
tT^na^ ilie fourth Uid fifth, both iivdd to a 

great 
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Boos great age. His fecond Emprefs was Natal- 

11. lia KariUrwnay daughter to Karil Naritskin, 

^^^"^^^ (at that time a Colonel of the Strelitzes). 

The Czar todc a fancy to this lady on ac* 

count of her great beauty: by this marriage 

J"«» he had the Emperor Peter the Great, 

l^rn.^'^bom June nth 1672, and a Princefs of 

1672. incomparable beauty, whofe name was No- 

talUa Alexeevjna. 

Puring the reign of UlaJiJIaus King of 
A fifth im fPolandy there appeared a genteel young man 
^ ^^' about his court, who was by birth a Cojfack; 
and being at a certain time in the bath with 
fome of his acquaintances, they difcovered 
fomc charafters on his back, which they 
could make nothing of; nor did he. pretend 
to know any thing about them himfelf. 
The Crown-treafurer being informed of 
this, fent for the young man, and, after 
having aiked him feveral queftions about his 
birth and parents, he lent (or. z Ruffian 
prieft, who in the Treafurer's prefence, (the 
young man putting off his cloaths) read the 
following words : Demetrius, son to 
THE Emperor Demetrius: on which 
the Treafurer carried him direftly to the 
King, who, willing to embrace all occafions 
that could create trouble to the Ruffians^ 
caufed appoint him an equipage, and de- 
clare him heir to the Ruffian empire. The 
ftory was given out thus : * That the Woy- 

* wodc 
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* iwodc of Sandamr'% daughter, Mariana^ Book 

* had been delivered of him during the time IL 
' of her imprifonment, and hadcaufedcon- 

* vey him fafe away, with, thefe charafters 

* imprinted on his back, whereby he might 
^ afterwards be known/ 3ut King Ulidi^ 
jlcus dying (bon after, his fucceflbr, John 

Cajfimir^ appearing to live in better corre- 
Ipondcnce with the Kujjians^ he thought 
himfelf no more in fafety at the Tolijh 
court, but retired privately to Revel; and 
from thence into Sweden^ where, not think- 
ing himfelf fafe either, he went into Hoi-- 
Jiein^ where he was imprifoned, and by that 
Duke delivered up to the Czar, for difcharg- 
ing a debt he was owing to the Rujfian court. 

It was generally believed that King U/a- 
dijlausy being a Prince of mettle and aftivity, 
had contrived and fpirited up this lafl: impo- 
ftor, to afford him a plaufiblc pretence for 
invading Rujfia with a powerful army m 
conjunftion with the Coffacks, Tartars and 
difaffefted Rujfians^ in hopes of making 
'himfelf mafter of the empire ; for, he never 
could digeft the lofs of it, after having been 
folemnly proclaimed Czar. 

Towards the latter end of Czar* Alexis's 
life, Poland was like to have been fwallow- 
ed up by the Turks^ Tartars j and rebellious 
Coffacks ; but notwithftanding the animofity 
and hatred that fubfifted betwixt the Toles 

Vol. I. I and 
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B o o K and RuffianSy the Czar did not think it con- 
11. vcnient to allow To land to become a pro- 
^^^^^^ vince of the Ottoman empire. This he 
denies"* fo^^^ ^^ Turks were aiming at ; be thcre- 
thc dc- fore fent an Ambaflador to the Grand Seig- 
fcncc of nior, defiring him to defift from hoflilitics 
''^^^- againft Tolandy elfe he fliould be obUged to 
joui that nation with all his force. The 
Turks not regarding thh cmbafTy, continued 
to harra^ Roland; whereupon the Czar 
caufed march an army of an hundred thou- 
(and men into the Ukraine, under the com- 
mand of Prince De?i^e?r«^, who after having 
riven a notable defeat to the Co/Jacks^ and 
Forced their General to retire into a ftrong 
place, called Shegreen, bcfieged it, and in a 
few weeks obliged Dorojinsky General of 
the CoJJacksj together with all in the place, 
to furrender at difcretion, notwithftanding 
all the endeavours the Turks and Tartars 
ufed to relieve it: they then fell into the 
Ukraine by Dorojinsky % advice, burnt a 
great many towns, and laid wafte a great 
part of that fertile country. 
Jlexis Czar Alexis Michaelowieh died in the 

dies. year 1675, aged forty-fix, and was fuccee^- 
Czar ed by his fon Theodore. The new Czar 
Thiodore. entered into a treaty with Tolofjd, to con- 
tinue the war againft the Turks; who the 
year aftel', with a powerful army (the Grand 
Vizier at their head) bcfieged Shegreen^ 

where, 
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where, Prince Dolgoruky after having repair- Book 
cd the fortifications, had left a uiflBcient 11. 
garrifbn under the command of a Rujftan V^w-/ 
gentleman, hvan Michaelowich j4rgisky; 
-wKo during the (lege being killed by a 
bomb, Colonel Patrick Gordon^ the next 
commanding oflficer, was declared Gover- 
nor, and defended the town to the laft. 
Prince Romodanoskyj who was ordered by 
the Czar with an army of an hundred thou- 
land men, not only to put fuccours into the , 
place, but to force the Turks to abandon 
-the fiege, did neither, but came up with 
this great army and encamped within view 
of the town, without attempting any thing 
farther ; and remained in this jnaftivity, till 
the Turks in his fight took the place by af* 
fault. When Colonel Gordon perceived that 
all was loft, he took the advantage of the 
confufion, and made his way through the 
enemy, with one officer only, in a very ex- 
traordinary manner, and got to the Ruftan 
camp next morning, aimoft dead with ^ ^ 

wounds, hungct and fatigue. After the 
town was taken, Prince Ronwdanosiy retreat- 
ed with the army under his command to the 
frontiers of Rujjia : his condu6l in this cam- 
paign was fo much blamed, that he fell into 
diigrace, and was never after employed. 
Colonel Gordons behaviour was fo much 
'approved of, that he was advanced to the 

I z rank 
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Book rank of Major-Gcneral, and ordered to 
II. command the troops in and about Kio'w. 

^^y^<^ The Turks after having made themfelves 
mafters of Shegreen^ did not think it worth 
their while to keepagarrifon in a place fofar 
diftant from their frontiers, they therefore dc- 
molifhed the fortifications, and burnt the town 
to afhes, then retired towards the Danube. 
John Sobiejky being now King oi^olani^ 
and having beat the Turks in feveral battles, 

Thertfri/ ^^^ ^^ humbled them, that they concluded 
make a peace with the Czar, who linoe his accef- 
peace with fjon to the throne, had been continually 

the Czar, i • 

engaged m war. 

The Czar having made peace with his 
neighbours, refolved to marry a lady of 
^olijh extraftion, whofe name was Maria 
Eujimona Guchifska ; whereat the patriarch 
and nobility were highly diiTatisfied, but the 
Czar was pofitive : and, when the patriarch 
came to diffuade him from marrying a fo- 
reigner, he declared, that if he was not al- 
lowed to marry her, he fhould never think 
of any other. Then, faid the patriarch, 
lince it is your majefty's pleafure, none 
The Gear ought to find fault with it. The marriage 
ojarncs. ^^^ folemnizcd a few days after ; but the 
lady died in child-bed within the year, and 
it was believed, that the midwives did not 
Tiic Cza- ^^ ^^^*^ ^"^y^ ^^^ fufFered the mother and 

rina dks. child both tO pciifh. 
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The Czar had fo great a love for this Book 
lady, that he never could be comforted af- IL 
tcr her death. The reafon why the nation v^wj 
in general had a diflike to this marriage, 
was, that hitherto the Czars had been in 
ufe of chufing their conforts from a- 
mong the ladies of their own country. 
When the Czar wanted a wife, all the cele- 
brated beauties of the, empire were Brought 
to court, where they continued for fome 
time, and, whoever the Prince liked beft 
he made choice of,, difmiffing the reft with 
prcfents. The father, of the neareft of kin 
to the Emprefs, became of courfe prime 
minifter, and had the fole management of 
affairs ; which every one is ambitious of: 
and, as in fuch a cafe there muft be many 
difeppointed, they comforted themfelves 
with this, that they might be more fuccefs- 
ful at another time. But when the Czar 
married with a foreign Princefs, none of 
them have any fuch title ; for then, merit, 
or rather favour takes place. 

Czzr T heodore, much againft his inclina-Thc^ 
tion, was after this lady's death prevailed ^"^^ ^ J" 
with to marry a young lady of the J4ppraxin riagc and 
family; by whom he had no ifluc, butfoon^^^^* 
after (ickened and died of melancholy. 

As he lay on his death-bed, the Strelitzcs xhc in- 
marched into the city in a tumultuous man- furrcaion 
ner, gi\dng out that they were ill ufed by ""^irliLts. 

their 
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Book their colonels, particularly by Colonel *$/- 
11. Pion Grihoeedoff; who, they faid, had obli- 

y^r>r^ ged them to carry materials for building his 
houfe, near Mofcow^ in the Eajier week, 
when they fhould have been employed about 
their devotions, (as the Rujftans at fuch fc- 
fti\^s commonly are). They had drawn up 
a petition to the Czar demanding redrefs of 
this, ancl all other grievances; which was 
prefented in a very threatning manner by 
one of the moft forward of them, upon the 
15th of j4pril 1 682, as Czar Theodore was 
ftrugglirtg with death. The boyar, Prince 
George Dolgoruky, caufed acquaint the Stre- 
litz who had prefented the petition, to re- 
pair next, morning to the chancery, where 
the Czar's pieafure fhould be declared to 
him; and in the mean time gave orders to 
Dumonoi Jaifucoff^ that how loon the Stre^ 
litz appeared, he fhould be taken into cu- 
ftody and carried to the parade, there to 
receive fo many lafhes with the knout, (a 
' punifhment almoft equal to death) for daring 
to prefent fo infolent^ petition to his majefty : 
the Strelitz went to the chancery next 
morning, where he was immediately feized, 
and carried to the parade; at which place 
the Strelitzes keepcd guard. As the execu- 
tioner was ftripping off his cloaths, after 
fentence read, in prefence of the guard, he 
called out to his companions, Brethren, what 

I 
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I have done is by all your advices and con- Bo o k 
fcnt, ib, I hope you will not fuffer fuch IL 
an indignity and affront to be put upon v.^^vv> 
me in your prefence for a fuppofed crime, 
of which we are all equally guilty. He had 
no fbonerfpoke thefe words, than the guards 
laid hands on the executioners, and beat 
them fo feverely, that they left them half 
dead upon the fpot : the Diak who was to 
have wicnefled the execution, faved himfclf 
by the fwiftnefs of his horfe* 

After this, the Strelzites gathered together 
m rauldtudes, to complain of moft of their 
colonels to the Czar : they had agreed to ac- 
cufe nine, and if redrefs was denied them, 
were to take fatisfaftion at their own hands. 
The next day being Wednefday the 1 7th of 
Aprils Czar Theodore dying at four of the 
clock afternoon, the Strelitzes were ordered 
to repair to the -parade, to kifs the crofs to 
the two Czars, John and Teter, (kifllng of 
the crofs was the only oath thai had hi- 
theno been tendered in this country) : the John and 
reafon why both the Czars were proclaimed ^*f^ ^ 
tc^ether, was^ that John^ the eldeft, on ac- 
count of^his infirmides and blindnefs, was 
not capable to take the burden of the go- 
vernment on himfelf alone ; thetefore, the 
young Prince, Teter^ was joined with him. 
Thefe ceremonies being over, the Strelzites 
repaired to their refpcftive quarters, and 

condnued 
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B o o K continued to live peaceably till the i 8th; 
IL when the corpfe of Czar Theodore was in- 

v^^>^^^ terred: but on the 29th {hcmg Saturday) 
they aflembled and marched in great num- 
bers to the palace gates, requiring without 
delay, that the two Czars ftiould caufe arreft 
nine of their colonels, and punifh them for 
the crimes they had to lay to their charge, 
otherwife they would be obliged to cut their 
throats, plunder their houfes, and one way 
or other fatisfy themfelves : they further 
threatned, that if thefe demands were not 
immediately complied with, not only thefc 
nine colonHs, but feveral other perfons of 
higher rank fbould be taken to tafk. The 
court, who heartily wifhed to put an end 
to thefe diforders, the day following caufed 
put the nine colonels in arreft ; and further 
promifed, that the Strelttzes fhould have all 
manner of juftice done them : they were 
not fatisfied with this, but would have the 
colonels delivered up to them, that they 
might punifh them as they inclined. The 
affair came to fuch a height, that the court 
was obliged to fend a metropolitan, and fe- 
veral other bifhops to appeafe the tumult: 
the Strelitzes were immediately paid up all 
their claims, the nine cdlonels difgraced, 
and beat in their prcfence' with the batto- 
gues, and new ones put in their places ; 
wherewith they feemed fatisfied at prefent. 

But 
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But thefe fierce people were not really Book 
fadsfied with all this condefcenfion ; and II. 
what they had already done, was but a pre- ^^^'^^^ 
lude to a far greater tragedy, which loon 
followed ; being encouraged and pufhed on 
thereto by Czar Johns kindred on the mo- 
ther's fide, particularly by the boyar. Prince 
Havanfhy. The Strelitzes defired to fpeak ' 
with Czar John^ that they might be inform- 
ed from himfelf, if he was really inclined 
to have his brother Prince Teter joined in 
the government with him : for, they had 
been made believe that all Czar John's kin- 
dred Were turned out of office, and Prince . 
Tetersy viz. the Naritjklns, put in their 
places ; that Naritjkin his grandfather, was 
become prime minifter; his fons young men, 
(the eldeft not above twenty years) John^ 
and Affonacicy the one made Treafurer, and 
the other General of the artillery, in place 
oi Alexis. LefcoWy and his brother Michael j 
near kinfmen to Czar John. 

The boyar Artemdn Jeurewich was recal- 
led from exile, and ordered to prepare for 
court; who, as he came near to Mofcoiv^ 
finding matters in fo great confufion, occa- 
fioned by the uproar of the Strelitzes ^ would 
not enter that city, but continued at fome 
diftance, until one of the Czar's coaches 
was fent to bring him with more honour. 
When he appeared at court he was graci- 
VoL. I; K, oufiy 
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B o o K oufly received by the two Czars, the Em- 
11. prefs [dowager, and the princefles : the Stre- 

'^^r>r^ Ittzes themfelves welcomed him after the 
manner of the country, by prefenting hun 
with bread and fait; which is the greateft 
mark of refpeft that can be put upon any 
perfon. This minifter had fallen into dif- 
• grace with Czar Theodore^ for having too 
warmly oppofed his marriage with the jP(?- 
lijh lady, he was forfeited and fent into ba- 
nifhment: but, it had been better for him 
he had continued a while longer in difgrace. 
He no (boner appeared at court, than he 
began to find fault with all their proceed- 
ings, alledging, that they fhould not have 
yielded in the minuteft point to the rebels : 
and thus far, he was furely in the right, if 
any rcfolute perfon had been at hand with 
d body of faithful troops to have oppofed 
them ; but at this jun<5Fure it was not the 
cafe, for the Strelitzes were the guards, and 
no other troops near Mofcow. He alfo 
found fault with the advancement of the 
Naritjkinsj alledging that it was too foon, 
before the government was entirely fettled 
in Prince Teters perfon. 

Havanjky with his Strelitzes^ were in the 
mean time contriving farther mifchiefs : they 
were not ignorant of what pafled at court, 
and fearing, that fooner or latter they might 
be called to account for what they had 

already 
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already done, they fpread a falfe report a- B o o K 
mongft the people, as MJohn Naritfkin^ the II. 
Emprefs dowager's brother, had cloathed ^^'^^^^ 
himfelf with the Czar's robes, and placed 
himfelf on the imperial throne, faying, that 
it became no man in the whole Ruffian em- 
pire to reprefent the Czar, better than hira- 
(e\i\ that thereupon the Emprefs dowager, 
Princefs Sophia, and the two Czars, John 
znAVeter, took him heartily to tafk for 
fuch infolence, but that he without regard, 
ftepped down from the throne, feized Czar 
John by the throat ; and, had he not been 
prevented by the EmpreflTes and princeflTes, 
would have inftantly ftrangled hira. 

This ridiculous ftory was handed about The Stre- 
amongft the populace, to cover their mif- ^^l^'J(^^^ 
chievous defigns, and to render the family lent, 
of Naritskin ftill more odious : immediate- 
ly, the Strelitzes marched in great numbers 
to the palace, armed, calling out all the 
way as they paffed, that John Naritskin had 
almoft murdered Czar John^ inviting all to 
take arms for his refcue : a party of them 
went to ring the great bell, which is never 
done but on extraordinary occafions, and 
by order: another party went to fccure the 
palace gates, that none who were within 
might cfcape. The lords who were there 
fitting in council, began to think of their 
own fafety, and dcfigncd to make their 

K z cfcape- 
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Book cfcape; but the Strelstzes had by this time, 
11. not only broke their coaches to pieces, but 

y^rr>u taken away their horfes, and after having 
placed guards all round the palace, a party 
of them went into the coiut, defiring to 
(peak with Czar John^ who immediately 
appearing with his ftill fifter Sophia^ they 
made a low bow, and fpdke to him after 
this manner : * You are our Emperor, may 
' God long preferve you, but let traitors 
* perifh/ They defired him to take the 
government in his own perfon, and neither 
divide it, nor renounce it in favours of his 
brother Prince Teter: this he promifed 
to comply with. Then, they infifted 
on having all the traitors delivered up to 
them; in the firft place, old Naritskin and 
his fon JohHy and, in fhort, the whole fa- 
mily, that they might be cut off root and 
branch: only (faid they), let thcEmprels, 
dowager, Natallia Karilownaj be (ent to a 
cloifter for the reft of her days, for we will 
with our blood, guard and preferve our 
Czar Johtty and Prince Teter^ againft all 
their enemies. 

The boyar Artemon Jeurewschj and Prince 
Michael Jeurewich Dolgorukjy went out in 
a very complaifant manner to commune ^th 
them, defiring to know what they wanted : 
t)ut they, without allowing thefe gentlemen 
to ipeak any mpre, faid, You are the great- 

. eft 
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eft traitors ; laid forthwith hands upon them, Book 
and threw them down amongft their com- 11. 
panions, by whom they were unmercifully ^^-^^' 
butchered, and their bodies carried off and y^ 
c^fcd in the publick market-place : after rage- 
which, they called for the reft of the trai- 
tors, that they might make an end of them 
all, and gave in a lift of forty-fix perfons, all 
of high rank. Then feeing no body more 
would venture out amongft them, nor make 
diem any farther reply, they forced their way 
without refpeft to the Czars and princefles 
apartments, laid hold on Af[onacie Naritskiuj 
oncof theEmprefs's brothers, dragged him 
forth, and difpatched him, as they had done 
the two lords before: then, they feized on 
the Dumenie Loriwon^ with his (on Bafily 
and ierved them in the like manner. They 
cried without intermiflion. Long live Czar 
John and Prince Teter, but may all traitors 
die. After this, they demanded that John 
Naritskin fhould be given up to them ; but 
as this was not granted, they fearched for 
him in all comers, till at laft they laid hands 
on Veter Theodorowich SulticoWy whom 
they took for Naritskin^ and threw him out 
of the window, where he was inftantly 
murdered, tho* they had no intention to 
hurt any of that family ; for, if he had but 
fpoke and told who he was when they laid 
hands on him, he had been fafe, but he 

had 
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Book had not the refolution to utter on« word. 
11. As foon as they difcovered their miftake, 

'^-^^^^^ they carried the corpfe to his father's houfc, 
told that they had killed his fon ignorantly, 
and begged pardon. The father was con- 
ftrained to feem pleafed, and entertain them 
with ftrong liquor. They next unmerciful- 
ly put to death the old General, Prince Ro- 
Tttodanoskyy but his fon they (pared, for his 
having been detained a good number of 
years amongft the Tartars. Towards even- 
ing, old Prince George Dolgoruky was kill- 
ed : as he paffed through the great market- 
place, going to his own houfe, a good 
many of the Strelitzes went but of refpeft 
on each fide his coach to wait on him home ; 
making apologies for killing his fon, fay- 
ing they had no defign on any of his fa- 
mily • but that he had appeared with ^rte- 
mon and fpoke harfhly, and that they had 
done in the heat pf paffion what they wifh- 
ed not to have done. The old Prince was 
forced to fupprefs his concern, and when 
he entered into his own houfe, called for 
liquors to entertain them with; but the 
princefles, his lady and daughter, were not 
to be comforted, which made the old man 
fay, forbear weeping, for though my fon 
be dead, he has ftill two fons who may liv6; 
which unguarded cxpreifion coft him his 
iife: for, they took it as a tlircatning, that 

his 
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his fons might live one day to revenge their Book 
father's death ; and forthwith murdered him 11. 
in his own houfc. ^v^^srs^ 

The night following the Sttelitzes con- 
tinued ab6ut the palace, keeping ftrong 
guards, and feot parties to the houfes of 
thofe they had a defign on, but found no 
body, every one taking care to make hi^ 
cfcape in time. In all the houfes they fearch- 
ed, nothing was plundered, they keeped fo 
gcxxl order. 

Next morning, they fent a party to the 
quarter where all the foreigners lived, call- 
ed Nemetsky Slaboda^ to make fearch for 
die Czar's phyfician, Doftor Daniel^ a Jew^ 
giving out that he had poifoned the late 
Czar Theodore. They did not find him at 
home, but there lived in the neighbour- 
hood another of the Czar's phyficians, call- 
ed John Goodmerky into whofe houfe they 
went, and faid to him. You and Doftor 
Daniel are good friends, therefore you cer- 
tainly muft know where he is, and till he be 
found, we will not part with you. It was 
in vam to offer any reafon to thefe people ; 
for notwithftanding all he could fay, they 
carried him with his wife, then big with 
child, to their guard. 

All this time they contimicd fearching in 
the imperial apartments for John Naritskin^ 
whom not finding, unluckily they met with 

(he 
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Book the boyar John Maximowichy together with 
IL the Dumenie^ Stephen Criloiv and Gregory 
Qaraffim one of their Colonels, whom th^ 
inftantly butchered. A little after, they 
chanced to meet with Doftor Daniel's fon, 
a youth not full twenty years; who not be- 
ing able to difcover where his father was, 
they quickly made an end of him. 

Then they laid hands oh Doftor Good- 
merky feying, fince Daniel is not to be 
found, this man muft fuffer for him, and 
inftantly murdered him. They defigned 
likewife to have killed his wife, but theEm- 
prefs and princefTcs interceeded for hen 
Then Bajil Thilomenoiv, a kinfman of the 
NaritskinSj together with Andrew Dolenow 
another of their Colonels, whom they found 
concealed under the great altar of theEmpe- 
ror's chapel, with feveral lawyers and wri- 
ters, they put unmercifully to death. 

At laft the Emprefs dowager begged on 
her knees the life of her old father, Karil 
Naritskin ; which they granted, on condi- 
tion that he fhould forthwith retire into a 
convent, and his younger fon be fent to 
fome remote place intp banifhment. 

On the 17th o£ May, the unhappy Do^ 
ftor Daniel fell into their hands, arter ha- 
ving wandered about in difguife for two 
days and two nights : being like to perifli 
for want of food, he went into a friend's 

houfe, 
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faoo^ aiklng for fomewhat to eat arid Bo ok 
drink J but this falfe friend, inftead of re- 11. 
lieving his n^ceflidesy delivered him up to 
the Strelitzes ; who, notwithftanding the 
^nprefs dowager and Princefe Sophia'^ in- 
terceflion, put him to death; 

After this, they cried out, we know Very 
well that John Naritskin b concealed by you 
in the pauice, therefore, without more ado 
deliver him up to us, and we ftiall remit 
thofe of the traitors that as yet remain un- 
puniihed, to the Czar's juftice: With this 
provifo, that we be pardoned, and what we 
have done regarded as a fervice to the ftate, 
and not as a rebellion. Whereupon, the 
Emprcfs declared that all their demands 
ihould be granted, only begged, that her 
brother John might be fyared; but they 
called out more vehemently, give him up 
to us without delay, or we will fearch till 
we find him, and make things ftill worfe: 
we have fpared the father and younger chil- 
dren, but John muft fuffcr by oor hands. 
At kft, when nothing could prevail, the 
Emprcfs dowager and Princef^ Sophidf toge- 
ther with the metropolitan carrying a cruci- 
fix in his handv and John Naritskin in a 
fiipplicant manner, all begged to fave hils 
life ; but, they without any regard, took 
hold of him by his long hair, dragged" him 
forth in their fight, and put Irim unmerci- 

VoL. i. L fuUv 
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Book fully to death, calling out, now wc see ^- 

11. tisficd, his Czariih majeffy, whom Goi> 

A-rv-v^ long prcfervc, ma^ do with the reft of the 

traitors as he fliall incline, 
ppj^ ^^ After which, Czar John appeared, and 
Czars en- intreatcd that on account of his weak cgb|- 
dcavourtoftiturion and incapacity, he might he allow- 
J^^ ed to join in the government with him, 1ms 
brother Prince y^r/^r ; whereupon, they all 
cried out, God preferve our Prince ^eter, 
Alexowich ; who alfo appearing, intreated 
that his mother the Emprefs dowager might ' 
not be fent to the cloifter; which was alfo 
agreed to. 

It cannot but feem furprifing, that fo 
many great men, with their fKends and Ser- 
vants, to the number of fome hundreds 
. within the palace, did not rather fally* out 
upon the rebels like men of honour, fword 
in hand, for the worft was but death, than 
allow themfelves thus to be murdered one af- 
ter another ; for who knows what a few refo- 
lute men might have done. But, it is to 
be confidered, that at this time there was 
little fpirit or refolution in the nation; be- 
fides, they never carried arms of any kind, 
but when they marched to the field againft 
their enemies. 
Their pre- Dufing thefe three days tumult the Strt'- 
the*^^truc^ //V^^j gave out, that all they did, was for 
the fafety of Czar John ; though the real 

caufc 
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mxits was» the encouragement they met Book 
with from fcveral of the grandees (whereof 11. 
Ravanjkj was chief), who fecretly Ipirited ^<?^ 
them up to exit off the Narftjkins to a man. ^^^ re* 
They fcom an obfciire family, had rifen to bullion. 
diat hcaght of power and greatnefs, by their 
danghtcf s being married to the Emperor, 
that they got the entire management of the 
ftatc; wiiaseby they were enabled to enrich 
themfeives and friends, to the great detri-^ 
iDent of thciprincipai families of the empire* 

The emperors o£ Rujpa for fome ages The bdo- 
before T^er the Great, were never feen.by jj^^.^^^^^' 
their fubjefts in time of peace, but on extra- Czarsufaf 
ordinary xKcafions, fuch as great feftivals, ^® '^^^ ^' 
and even then, were only expofed as re- 
liques; ib that all affairs were directed and 
managed by the Bmpreis's hearefl: of kin, 
which is the reafon, as is already hinted, 
that the nation was fo unwilling their Czar 
fhould marry any but one of his own fub^ 
jcfts; which keeps them all in cxpcftation 
fome 'time or other" to get into the manage* 
menL 

But the Emperor Teter the Great came Czar Pep 
to think other wife, though he had whilft^^^^^^^^ 
very young been perfuaded by his mother, proves pf 
to marry a Rujftan lady of quality, which their oonr 
he heartily rcgreted afterwards, as will foon ^ ' 
appear: neither did he think himfelf nor , 
the government fecyre, until the very me^ 
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Book mory of the Strelitzes ihould be aboiifhed i 
11. whQ had been the inftruments of all the in* 
V;^^'^^ furreftions and revolts, during his grandfa** 
ther's, his father's, and his own dme ; pro- 
ceeding indeed, from the tyrannical admi- 
luflration of thofe in power, and fomented 
by the faftious nobility, who wanted to 
have a hand in the management : to remedy 
which. Czar Teter refolved to take the ma- 
nagement into his own hands^ 
Matters a- The fury of the Strelitzes being over/ 
g;>m qoict. ^p J all peaceable in the empire, the two 
The two Gzars, John and ^eter^ were crowned with 
gzars arc great foleranity. They lent firft an Am- 
and^fend baffador into Sweden, to confirm and con- 
ambafTa- tinue the peace with that crpwn: another 
dors to ^g fcQjr jQ Canftantinopley where the truce 

Conftanti' V^^^ renewed tor lome years : a third was 
nopli and fcnt into Poland, but at that time without 
Finland. ^^^^ ^^ <p^i^^ mfifting to have Kiow and 

iSW/e'w^ reftored. 
Cz^r John CzzT John this year (infirm as he was) 
f^^^^*- married, by the advice of his fifter Princefs 
Sophia, and the reft of his mother's friends, 
a young lady of the >S»^/^^(?w family, in 
hopes he might have a ion, to exclude his 
brother Teter. A few days after the mar- 
riage folemnities were over, an Ambaflador 
arrived from the Emperor of G^;«/i/jy, to 
\^Rujpal treat of peace and alliance betwixt the two 
ampir^; which had the defired effed. A 

feace 
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peace was alio concluded with the republic B o ok 
o(Volandy on this condition, that theT oles IL 
ihould for ever give up their right to Kiow ^^^^tkj 
mdSrrlolensko. The King o£ Sweden fcnt J^J^''^"- 
alio on Ambaflador to Mo/cow^ defiring with P> 
that the Gzars might confirm the peace with y^''* 
that crown. A rcfident alfo arrived from ^ '* 
Holland^ to treit of alliance and com^ 
mcrce. 
The Tolesj not content with the treaty Tlic Pokt 

AT * * 

agreed on the precccding year, a war was , 53^" ° ^ 
lie to enfue, and theretore, the two Czars 
caufcd march a confiderable army towards The Czju^ 
the ^olijh frontiers; but they were for^^ndanar; 
peace, and declared themfelves willing to^^nticre^ 
cpntinue the fame, on the terms of the laft oiPoland* 
vcoLty concluded with Czar Alexis Michaelo- 
v/icbf lb no rupture enfued. 

The Czars fent alfo this year, Prince 
James Dolgoruky Ambaffador, firft to France^ 
then to Spaittj to intimate their accefEon to 
the throne ; which was fo well received by 
Lewis XIV, that a treaty of commerce and 
alliance was entered into. 

The year following, xheToks fent ax6»j. 
^lendid embaffy to Mo/cow^ in order to 
dhblilh a lading peace, to which th^ eleAor Anoth(;r 
oi Brandehurgh did not a little contribute ; ^^^^^^'^^ 
and which was concluded pn the following ^^h Pa* 
condidons, viz. that Ruffia jQiould, in ^\iand. 

time comingi keep poifellion of Kiow, and 

Snwknsko ^ 
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Bd o K Swolensko; for which the two Czars were 
11. to pay as an equivalenty a million and an 
Vi^vv' half Toiijh guilders, one half this ,year, and 
the other the next. That the Toles Ihoold 
not proteft the Ruffian Coffacks^ nor the 
Ruffians the Tolijh; that the two Czars 
ihould make war iipon the Turks ^ in con* 
junftion with the Emf>cror oi Germany^ the 
crown of Tolandy and the ftatcs of Venice^ 
and enter into no treaty, nor make peace, 
any one without the reft. 
FrinccCtf* In the year 1^87, Prince Bafil GaUtzim 
Uizin being at the bead of affairs, during th€ in- 
grcatVc- capacity of Czar John^ and nonage of Czar 
faradoni- jP^/^r, he m^dc mighty preparations for a . 
r*°^ ^ ^^^ againft the T\irks. Leaving his fon, by 
the advice of Princefs Sophia^ to direft mat- 
ters at MofcoWy he marched into the field 
with an army of two hundred thoufand 
jpcn ; made to himfelf a great party, diftri- 
buting his pofts and favours to none but 
thofe he imagined would anfwcr his defign 
in all events ; turning out of command, and 
fending into banifhment all whom he jud- 
Attacks ged capable to oppofe him : but thqugh he 
cwt°foc^'^^ a numerous arrtiy, both of Rufftans^sA 
ccfs. Coffapksy yet he was unfucccfsful. The 
T^r^j" and Tartars broke in upon the right 
wing of his army, killed and took prifoners 
upwards of thirty thoufand men; upon 
which he was forced to f etreat,^|ld arriving 

at 
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at Belhgrod^ to throw tfie ocfium off him- Book 
fdf, he canfcd invite the Hettman of the H. 
Uh-aine Coffacks^ Jvan Samuelowich^ to- \^^r\j 
gether with his fon to dine with him. The 
good old Hettman fufpefting no harm, ao 
odrdlngly went, but they had no fooner 
entered the Prince's tent than they were 
both made prilbners. The Hettman 
he fent to Siberia under a ftrong guard, 
and caufed • ftrike oflF the fon's head on 
the front of the army ; giving out, that 
they had been the occafion of the bad fuc- 
CC& of the campaign, by giving intelligence 
to the enemy. Then, he declared John Ma^ ^ 

zepa^ Hettman^ a minion of his, with whom 
he had concerted this affair, and who had 
been Secretary to the late Hettman : then, 
having ordered the army into their feveral ^ 

quarters, he returned to Mofcow^ giving out 
at court, that he had gained a great viftory, 
and was well received by the two Czars, 
but particularly by the Princcfs Sophia; 
who was by this means brought into the 
government, together with her two bro- 
thers. She was a Princefs of a mafculine 
ipirit, unlimited ambition, and great parts : 
and had not providence wonderfully pre- 
fervcd the two Czars, Ihe had infallibly cut 
off both, ftepped herfejf into the throne, and 
made Prince BafU. Galitzen partner of her 

fceptrc 
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Book fc^ptre and bed, though he had a wif<^ 

IL whom he defigned to fhut up hi a ci(»fter« 
^■^"^^^^ Prince Havanfiyi, who was the principal 
TCoJ^fe?a promoter of the laft great rebellion of the 
marriage Strelitzes^ thought nothing too great or 
bctwxt difficult for him. He had formed a defign 

his Ion and n •• \ c ^ ^v*/* •i^ 

the Prin- ^omc tune bctore to get his Ion married to 
ccfi Ka- one of Princefs Sophias fifters, the Princefs 
tharine. Katharine^ and had the aflurancc to pro* 
pofe the match to the firft mentioned Prin- 
cefs, to know her thoughts : (he feefried to 
approve of it, and, after having communi- 
cated it to her favourite Prince Bafil^ they 
concluded^ that bdng fb dangerous a man, 
Tas having fo great authority over the Stre- 
litzes) both he and his fon ihoiild be put out 
of the way. Whereupon, the Princefs 
made an entertainment, to which Havanjky 
and his fon were invited ; which they took 
ttavanfk ^ ^ good omen of future fuccefs : but it 
and his fon proved othcrwife, for they caufed way-lay 
riiurdcrcd. and murder them, and made it pafs as if 
they had been attacked by highways-men. 
Then Shocloivitow; a man fitteft of any for 
their purpofe, was placed at the head of the 
Strelitzes. It is thought, that if Prince Ha- 
vansky had propofed his fon to the Prin- 
cefs Sophia herfelf, he might have fucceeded ; 
but the making choice of the younger fiflcr 
was the occafion of their fall. 

Czar 
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Czar Veter having attained to his fix- Book 
tccnthyear, was by the advice of the Em- IL 
prefs dowager, his mother, married to Eu^ K^^>r>sj 
doxia Theodorowna Lapachitiy daughter to ^J'^^^J^ 
the boyar Theodore Ahramowkh^ an antient rics,i688. 
and rich family in that country ; which was 
no fmall mortification to the Princefs Sophia 
and her favourite. Sometime after the marri- jg advifcd 
age folem'nity was over, Prince -B(?rm Alexo- to take the 
wkh Gulitziri, a faithful fubjeft of Czar fio^cm- 

en ^ 9 • •! ^ • mcnt on 

refer Sy commg timely to penetrate into ^j^jf^if^ 
his kinfman Prince Bajil's dcfigns, put the 
young Czar upon his guard, advifing him 
without delay to take the government into 
his own hands, which required to be done 
circurafpeftly, Bajil being a man of fo great 
power. 

In the mean time, he undertakes his fe- Pnncc^^r. 
cond expedition againft the Turks ^ but with^ ^"pcks 
no better fucccfs than before ; and on his ^ f^^^"^ 
return to Mofcow^ was refufed accefs to time, but 
Czar Teter ; which made him apprehend ^"^^' 
the worft. Being informed by the fpics he 
always keeped about the Czar's perfon, of ail 
that pafied at court, particularly of Meters 
dcfign of taking the management on him- 
felf, which none of his family had ever done ; 
and being on the brink of perifhing, togc- He formB 
ther with his ambitious defigns, he took a ^ .^^ ^^ 
defperate courfc, and employed Rtijfians to czar Pc- 
murder Czar ^eten Schockivipjiv was the f^r. 

Vol. L M pcrfon 
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Boo K per fon they pitched upon to execute this 
II. black defign, as the fitteft inftrument, (be- 

^'^^^^^ ing at the head of the Strelitzes) who un- 
dertook it -chearfuUy, looking on Princefs 
Sophia as his future fbvereign : he thought 
there was no time to be loft, but forthwith 
got together about fix hundred of the Stre^ 
lltzesy with a Colonel and other officers 
whom he could truft ; aiid, having on the 
parade declared his defign, he promifed 
great rewards to every one, and then march- 
ed towards Tetrajinsky^ where Czar ^eter 

The con- with his Emprc{s liv^d : but two of the 

dUboFcr- P^^^y» ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ cruelly inclined as 

cd, the reft, went in all hafte and informed the 

Czar of his danger. He was unwilling to 

believe it, till Prince Boris Galitzin^ together ' 

with his uncle Theodore Naritskin, went to 

difcovcr what truth was in the matter. 

Having fcen the party marching in great 

Czar P^-. hafte, they returned to the Czar, who had 

^J^^^l**' fcarce time to make his efcape, with his 

retire, Emprefs (then big with child) and a few 

of his friends: they all went to a convent, 

called Troijla^ or Trinity^ about fixty werfts 

diftant from Mofcow. Shoclowitow getting 

notice that the Czar with his friends were 

retired, returned to thePrincefs in great 

confufion and rage, for having miffed his 

aim. 

Czar 



to 
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• 

Czar Meters faithful fcrvants no fooner Book 
heard of the danger his majefty was in, then II. 
Aey repaired to him in multitudes; a- ^^"^r^ 
mongft the firft, ^General Tatrick Gordon }^^^^^^^ 
of yfchleucheries, with his regiment, and by multi- 
all the foreign officers went to him, fo^^^^s. 
that in iefs than three * days, the Czar had 
above fixty thoufand men to guard him They re 
back to Mo/cow ; whither he returned on *J^^. 
the fourth, to the great joy of the inhabi- 
tants, and ail others, Prince ^^/// excepted ; Prince ^^• 
who not knowing what courfe to take, wcnt-^/^[^[^^^ 
in defpair and threw himfelf at Czar Teters the Czar's 
feet, profefling his innocence, and that he ^^^^' f"^ 
knew nothing of the matter. He was im-fQ^^"j,cc; 
mediately taken into cuftody, his whole e- but is ba- 
ftate confifcated, and himfeif fent to Co/mo- °'^e^- 
groJ^ a fJnall town in White'RuJfia^ not far 
diftant from Archangel^ where he ended his 
days : the- Czar, on his kinfman Prince 
Boris's account, fpared his life. It had been 
the cuftom formerly, that if any one of a 
family was found to be engaged in a con- a barbar* 
(piracy againft the fovereign, the whole fa- ^"« ^^* 
mily, man, wife and child, and all Its rela- 
tions, either by blood or alliance, fufFered 
alike ; which cuftom Czar Teter aboliflied, 
thinking it both cruel and unjuft to caufe 
the innocent fufFer with the guilty. The re- 

ShoclowitoWy the Colonel, and others who J^^^^^" 
were in the confpiracy, were broke upon 

M 2 the 
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Book the wheel. Princefs Sophia^ whofe life the 

II. Czar fpared, was ihut up in the the De^itza 

"^^^"^^^ Monoftira^ or maiden convent, where fhe 

was keeped under a ftrong guard during 

Ufe. 
Czar P^- CzzxTeter in the year 1691 took the 

the ibl/^ gov^**^"^^^^ ^^ himfelf, difgraced feveral 
govern, who had been engaged with Prince Bafil^ 
mcnt upon ^^ J reftored others he had turned out of 
command, and fent into banifhment. (The 
old Hettman was by this time dead in ^z- 
keria). Then he raifed two new regiments 
of guards, confifting of two thoufand men 
each ; one called Trebrajiatsky^ and the o- 
ther Simionosky ; which, together with the 
two old regiments, Lamofska and Butirskjy 
of the like number, made ia all eight thou- 
fand men. Thefe he quartered in and a- 
bout the city of Mofcow^ to oppofe any 
new infurreftion of the Strelttzes ; whom he 
never would truft. 
The Cza- This year the Em'prefs was delivered of a 
^^ch, Pj.Jj^^^ ^i^q ^^g ^^jl^j ^exis. The Em- 
peror of Germany fentari envoy to the Czar, 
urging him to continue the war .againft the 
Turks. ' The Turks^ offered him advantage- 
ous conditions to make up a feparate peace ; 
but his Czarifli majefty declared that he 
would not, without the confent of the Em- 
peror, the King of ToJand^ and the ftates 
of Venice^ his allicsi 

The 
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The republic of ToJand had like to have Book 
broke off from the alliance, the Turks ha- 11. 
ving offered to give up to them, Camineoky ^-^v-^^ 
a ftrong town on the frontiers of ToJollia^ 
widi other forts in the ^olijh Ukraine, if 
they would make a feparate peace ; which 
was oppofed by King John Sobiesky, in the \ 
dyct, otherwife the republic had gone in- 
to it. 

In the month of March 1692, ah A^^-^ ^9^- 
baflador came from Terjia to the Czar, who 
caufed draw up an atmy of twenty thoufand 
men, along the front of which the Am- 
baflador pafTed as he made his entry. 

On the 25th of O Sober y the Emprefs was a fecond 
delivered of a fecond Prince, who was named ^'^^ ^"» 
yllexander; whereupon the Czar caufed p^,^^ 
proclaim an eight days feaft, making the 
four regiments of guards often perform 
their exercifes m his prefence. There was 
but little aftion in the field this year, only 
Gicneral Scheremetoff killed and took pri- 
foners fome hundreds of the Tartars near 
Belgorod. 

With the new Emperor of China, Kanchi, 
theCzai: came to a better underftanding 
than with his father, Tunsky, who had ufed 
his lafl: envoy very ill : he would neither re- 
ceive his Czarifh majefty's letter, nor pre- 
fects, becaufe he would not proftrate him- 
felf bafcly before him, but fcnt him back 

%vith 
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Book vnxh a gnard to the frontiers, wthout com- 
IL muning on the affairs he was fent about. 
^^^^^^^^ Whereupon, the jR«^p// j made incurfions on 
the Chsnefe territories, (beating them on moft 
occafions) and built a fort on their fron- 
ders, which the new Emperor befieged with 
a mighty army ; and after having reduced 
it, uled the garrifon fo well, that he allow- 
ed them bag and baggage, cannon, <^c. to 
retire to Terzinsky, the capital of Douria^ 
caufing acquaint the Governor, that he de- 
signed to live in good underftanding with 
the Emperor of Rujfta : on this, the Czar 
impowered the Woy wode of that town, to 
accommodate all differences betwixt the two 
empires. After which, the Czar in the 
month of March that year, fent a folcmn 
cmbafly to China. The Ambaffador was a 
Germany whofe name was Ilbrand; he ar- 
rived at Tekin^ after a tedious and danger- 
ous journey, on the third of November the 
Good un- y^^r after, was well received by the gover- 
dcrftand- nors, on his entering upon the Chinefe tcrri- 
Sf a*"^ tories, and at the capital by the Emperor 
nefe. himfclf ; fo that after having fettled all mat- 
ters in difpute, and concluded a lafting 
peace, he returned to Mofcow on the 5th 
of January 1695. 
1693, In the year 1693, the Czar, who was 

never idle, fet out for y4rchangel; where, 
after having caufed repair the harbour^ he 

built 
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built a new fort ; diverted himfelf with the B o o K 
ftupping, and returned in the end of the 11. 
year to Mofcow. Next year his imperial 
majefty vifited moft of the towns-, ot any 
account, three hundred miles round MoJ^ 
ccrw, particularly, Veronitz^ a great town 
very convenient for building of ihlps, fitu- 
ated near the river Don^ or Tanais ; which 
runs clofe by Afofhy navigable all along. 
At this place did Czar ^eter projeft his 
rendering himfelf mafter of Afoph^ and 
fending down a fleet of ihips and gailies into 
the Black'Jea. 



End of the Second Book. 
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BOOK III. 

TH E war againft the Turks proving Book 
hitherto imfuccefsful, the Emperor re- m^ 
folves this year (1695), to march in perfon v^^rv/ 
at the head of an army of an hundred 'JJ^^"*' 
thoufand men, befides Cojfacks 'and Cal-y^^^^^^ 
mucks J to befiege Afofh ; the fortifications /fipK 
whereof were not ftrong, tho' the garrifon ^^9^* 
confiftcd of about eight thoufand men, be- 
fides the inhabitants. The Turks were ob- 
liged to keep always at this place a confider- 
able body of troops, on account of the 
neighbourhood of the Doncojfacksy who in- 
habit the ifles, and both fides of the river, 
within a few miles of the town, ^foph is Ddcriptl* 
fituated on a rifing ground, declining ^o- ^^ 
VoL» !• N wards ^^ ' 
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Book wards the Don^ a league diftant from the 
III. Talus Meotides : it was almoft fquare with 

'^-^"^^^ fmail baftions, a tolerable ftrong earthen 
wait, with a foife not exceeding fevcn fa- 
thoms broad; within which is a tolerable 
ftrong ftone-wall, about two fathoms and 
a half high; within which again, was a- 
nothcr ftonc-wall, much like the former, 
wherein was the Governor's houfe, a raofqu^ 
the chancery, 6'^- 

AJoph formerly .was a famous place for 
trade, frequented by the Venetians^ the 
Genoeje and others, hut after it fell into the 
hands of the Turks ^ it became a neft op 
pirates and robbers. The Geneofe arms arc 
as yet to be fccn on the fecond ftoire-wall; 
w hich would feem to imply, that it once 
belonged to that republic. It is faid to 
have been built by Alexander tlie Great, 
(after that Prince had overthrown the Scy- 
tblans\ who gave it the name of Alexani- 
reite. The R'ujfians had for a long time 
had an eye to it ; and the Coffacks in the 
year 1 637 took it by furprize, it being very 
convenient for exercifing their piracies in 
the Black'fea ; which obliged the Turks to 
endeavour the recovery of it by any means. 
They firft laid (lege to it in the year 1641, 
biit in vain. Next year they marched w^ith 
a powerful army to befiege it ; which the 
C^ifacks not being able to withftand, they 

carried 



PETER /*^ GREAT. 99 

carried off all that was valuable and of ufe, Book 
then laid the town in afhes, after having demo- IIL 
lifhed the earthen wall. But, being of fuch ^^^-^^^ 
confequence to the Turks^ it was foon re- 
built, and put in the condition the Rujftans 
found it this year. 

It was about the middle of June before 
the Ruffian army had fully inverted the 
place ; where, after having finifhed the cir- 
cumvallation and countcrvallation lines, 
they firft attacked two forts, called Callan-- 
jhaesj oppofite to each other, (the Don run- 
ning betwixt them) ; which being fummon- 
cd, and refufing tofurrender, the firft, which 
lay in the fame fide of the river with Afoph^ Twofortj 
was taken fword in hand, by a detachment taken, 
of the army, commanded by Colonel James 
Gordon^ but not without lofs : for the Turks y 
not amounting to above twenty men, killed 
and wounded upwards of two hundred be- 
fore they were forced. They were all put 
to the fword, which fo terrified thofe in the 
oppofite fort, that the night following they 
abandoned it, and retired into the town. 
In the twp forts Vv ere found cij^hteen brafs 
gtins, two hundred fniall arms, with ammu- 
nition and provifions in proportion. A* 
gainft the loth of July the attacks were 
pretty far advanced; fomc. time after, the 
Dcfiegcd made a fally on Gen<*ral Gordons 
quarter, but were repulfed with the lofs of 

N Z . twenty . 
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Book twenty men killed and wounded. The 
III. night following Jacaska^ or Jacobs a German 
^^"^^^^ engineer, deferted to thcTurks^ informed 
^ry^a ^^^ ^^ ^^ fituation of the army, and 
Cerman where the ableft commanders were : he ad- 
cDgmccr. yjfgj them, if they intended anymore (allies, 
to make them on General Lefort's quarter, 
which he believed was but indifFerendy 
guarded. Some days after, in cohfequence 
of this advice, there marched out of die 
town a ftrong body of Janiffaries (about 
three thoufand), who fell moft furioufly on 
General Leforfs quarter, killed and wound- 
ed near a thoufand Ruffians ; and, had not 
General Gordon from the right, marched a- 
gainft them with a body of fix thoufand 
RuJfianSj befides Cojjacksy Lefort had been 
undone: but to cut off their retreat, he 
marched in betwixt General Leforfs quar- 
ter and the town ; which the Turks obfer- 
ving, retired precipitately with the lofs of 
about two hundred men killed, wounded, 
and taken. 

The Czar being at this time but young, 
and without experience, had divided his ar- 
my equally under three independent gene- 
rals. General Gordon was encamped on the 
right, whofe divifion confifted of above 
thirty thoufand men ; General Lefort on 
the left, and General Golowtn in the centre 
with like numbers. The three generals 

carried 
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arried on different attacks with communi-BooK 
cadons, that they might affifl: each other the III. 
better, in cafe of any more falUes. Again ft ^^-^^^^ 
the 29th, the attacks being pretty well, and 
equally advanced, the batteries having made 
fiifficient breaches, and the mines ready to 
(pring, a general affault was refolved on: 
but General Gordon having narrowly confi* 
dered the mines, and fufpefting that they 
were notjuftly direfted, made report of it 
to the Czar, telling him at the fame time, 
that he was perfuaded they would rather 
blow up their own people, than any part of 
the enemies works. The Czar had no rc» 
gard to it, but trufted entirely to Major 
AdamWeid's UciUi who was direftor of thtc 
mines : but as the Getieral had told, fo it 
happened, for near three hundred of thp 
Czar's own men were blown up, the trench- 
es being full of armed men ready for the 
aflault, which was put off for this time, the 
army being like to mutiny, and Major ^Feid 
obliged to abfcond for fome days, till they 
were pacified. About the end of Auguft 
the general affault went on; fifteen thou- 
ibnd men were felecled for that end, five 
thoufand out of each divifion of the army; 
but before they would proceed, they fum- 
moned the Governor to furrcnder, thrcat- 
ning in cafe of refufal, to put all to the 
fword : the Governor Vt as obfdnate, fo the 

attacks 
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Book attacks went on with abundance of refolu- 
III. tion, the Czar, and all the three generals 

<rr>sJ prefent^ encouraging the men. Notwith- 
ftanding which, the Turks rcpulfed them 
two different times with exceeding great 
lofs, computed to no lefs than five thoufand 
men killed and wounded, the enemy at the 
fame time flourifhing their colours with a 
hideous cry, Alia, alia, Mahommed; after 
which, they called out from the walls in 
the RuJ/ian language, * Mufcowiter^ It is time 
' for you to break up, you have a long 
* march, pro\ifions will be fcarce, and con- 
^ fider that September is at hand/ 

The iicgc The Czar was exceedingly galled at tho 

raifcd. difappointment ; but^ there was no remedy, 
provifions began aftually to fall fcarce, and 
the feafon being pretty far fpent, it was re- 
folved in a council of war, to garrifon well 
the Callenfhaes and other forts; fuch as, 
.MeiuSy and Tagan-Rotz, which the Rujfi- 
ans hzd made themfelves maftcrs of during 
the fiege, then to break up with the army, 
return early in the fpring, and purfuc the 
fiege more regularly. 

The Czar loft in this^ expedition, (killed 
and otherways) near twenty thoufand men. 
The army broke up in the beginning of 
September, and fuffercd much for want of 
provifions, before they could reach Noivof- 
folf the firft frontier place belonging to the 

Czar, 
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Czar, about an hundred leagues diftant from Book 
Afoph; where, after having ordered the III. 
troops to their refpeftive quarters, the Czar, ^^^^^^^ 
together with the generals, returned to Mof- 
cow towards the end of O Sober. 

At ^changel this year, on the 28th of 
September^ in the night, there blew fo ftrong 
a wind that fcycral barks, together with 
fome Dutch and Englifi vcflels were much 
damaged ; and on the 3 oth, die hemp and 
flax in the market-place took fire, (not 
known by what accident) which confumed 
in a trice three thoufand bundles of hemp 
and flax, with two hundred packs of wrought 
leatlicr, and feveral ,thoulands of hides: 
the lofs was computed to the amount of 
two hundred thoufand rix-dollars, and it 
was with difficulty that the gafthoof and all 
the merchants ftores were prefcrvcd. 

There was aHb great complaints all over 
the north ofRuffia^ on account of the great 
rains and coldnefs of the fpring, which* 
feemed to prognofticate a bad crop ; but it 
was incomparably worfc in Sweden^ and o- 
vcr moft parts of Europe. 

The campaign on the Bonjihenes this succcfs on 
year, where General Sheremeto^ comm^ind-^^^^^^'^' 
cd, together with the Hettmattj Mazepa^ 
was pretty fucccfsful, they having made 
themfelves mafters of feveral towns, viz. 
IvjoTty Aftangorod and Singerie^ the Turks 

not 
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Book not being able to march an army on this 
II L fide, being obliged %o employ their greatefl 
^^-^^^^^ ftrength in Hungary^ againft the Emperor, 
and on the frontiers oiTodQlUa againft the 
Toles. 
Crxxjohn About thc cnd of January this year, 
*^' (1696) died CzzrJohHy elder brother to 
Czar Teter^ leaving three daughters : Ca- 
tharine ^ thc eldeft, who was married a long 
time after to the Duke of Mechlinburgh : 
Anna^ the fecond, who had been married a- 
bout three months before to the Duke of 
Courlandy and fucceeded ^eter IL in the 
Empire: Trofcowia^ the third, died un- 
married. There was bcfides thefe, a fourth 
daughter, Mary, who died young. 
prcparatl- Thc Czar made timely preparations for 
ons for the the fiege o( Afofh^ having fent envoys to 
^}%>h. ^^^ Emperor, to the King of Tolandj and 
to the ftates ofVenicey acquainting them 
with the fuccefs of laft campaign; what 
forts he had taken in the Black-fea^ and on 
the Borifihenes ; that if he had been pro- 
vided with abler engineers, gunners and 
miners, he could have made himfclf mafter 
of Afoph. The Emperor urged him to 
continue the war for the great benefit of 
chriftendom, and for his Czarifh majefty's 
particular advantage and glory ; cfpeciaUy, 
that it would render him mafter of AJophy 
fo important a place^ being the key to thc 

Black' 
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Black-fia. To facilitate which, his imperi- Book 
al majcfty fent him a Colonel of the artillery, III. 
Cajimir Won Crage^ two engineers, Baron vvn^/ 
Burghderfl and de la Wall^ four gunners, 
and fix miners. The eleftor of Branden- 
burgh fent alfo two engineers, {Rofe and 
HoUman) with four gunners. The ftates 
of Holland fent one Fonderjlam, (Major of 
the artillery) with four gunners more. 

The Czar confidering the inconveniency 
of the three independent commands Jaft 
year, refolved in this expedition to appoint 
a Gcneraliffimo, to have the fole direftion of 
affairs, and to aft by council. The boyar^ 
Alexis Simeonov/fch Skem was judged the 
moft proper, as being a man of good fenfe, 
and advifeable ; and the fnow was no fooner 
gone than the army marched. The Genc- 
raliflimo, with the cavalry, and greatcftpart 
of the infantry marched over land, t^hilft 
General Gordon with about fifteen thoufand 
foot marched to Veronitz ; where he em- 
barked in ^ large flat bottomed boats, made 
for the purpofe, together with the artillery, 
ammunition and provifions for the whole 
campaign. • The Czar, with General Lefort^ 
embarked fome days after on board of a gal- 
ley, and arrived much about the fame time 
with General Gordon at the Callenjbaes : thcf 
Gcneraliffimo came up with the groft of thd 
army about a week or ten days after. 

Vol. I. O General 
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Book General Lefort was not employed this 
IIL year in the land-fcrvice, but was honoured 
^•^^'^^ with the command of the fleet; confifting 
of twenty-three finall gallies, two gaUeaflcs, 
and fix cranders \ which failed down* the 
river Callenjkoj to the ^alus MeotideSy to 
hinder providons and fuccours from getting 
' into the town. 

The Czar, who had a mighty paflloD ft)r 
the fea-fervice, chanced to be on board die 
gallies when the Turkijh fleet appeared, con- 
fifting of nine fmall veffels, leven barlcs, 
and thirteen gallies, defigned for ^fofb ; 
thefe the Czar, about the end of May^ very 
The Cztr fuccefsfully attacked. Vice- Admiral LimOy a 
deftroys Venetian, with fixteen gallies and an hundred 
4/^flJ^'large open boats, manijed with Cojfacks^^ 
(commanded by their Hettman) attacked 
the enemy; and after a fharp difpute, which 
continued about two hours, they made them- 
felves mafters of two of their ihips, twelve 
barks and gallies ; on board of which was. 
an -^^> with two hundred and feventy 
Janiyaries. The reft of the Turkijh fhips 
were all ftranded, the wind not favouring 
their getting off. On board the whole fleet, 
befides what has been already mentioned, 
Was, a confiderablc quantity of ammunitiofl 
and provifions, arms for fourthoufand mai, 
cloathing for the whole garrifon, fifty thou- 
fand ducats in fpccie ; together with feventy 

brats 
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bnfs guns ; which fuccefi elevated the Czar Book 
not a little. III^ 

By this time the (lege was going on very 
r^ularly ; but the Czar confidermg the great 
IcM of time he had fudained the preceeding 
year, called a council of war to know the 
<^>imon of the generals, about the fafeft and 
moft expeditious method of becoming ma- 
ftcr of the place. Moft of them deliverecf 
thdr fentiments in the common way, by 
carrying on attacks, making of great breaches 
with mines and batteries ; which (they faid) 
would infallibly oblige the Governor to ca- 
pitulate in the terms of war, or expeft the 
worft. Then General Gordon as the oldeft 
General, gave hU opinion, that the fafeft 
9nd mofk expeditious way to become mafters 
of the town, would be to carry on before 
them a whole rampart of earth along the front 
of the town, which as they advanced, would 
hourly increafe; by having ten or twelve 
thoufand men night and day at work, faid 
he, we fhall carry and roll as much earth 
before us, as will not only be fuflxcient tq 
fill up the foflfe, but will have more over and * 
above than will exceed the height of the 
town walls; by which means, in a few 
weeks we (hall oblige the enemy to' furren- 
dcr, or we fhall bury them alive. ' The 
Czar preferred this opinion, and told them 
fo do as he had propofed ; fo to work they 

Q ? went 
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Book went with iuch chearfulnefs, that within 
III. the fpacc of five weeks the foffc was aAually 

v^w^ full, and the earth above the height of the 
ramparts rolling in over th^m ; which ob- 
liged the Governor to put out the white 

flag. . ■ . 

Though this feems to be a very extraor- 
dinary and uncommon method of taking 
'towns, yet, here it proved very fuccc{sfiil 
and fafe, the lofs of men during the ficgc 
not amounting to above three hundred. 

According to General Gordon's plan, there 
were conftantly* twelve thoufand men at 
work, who threw the earth from hand to 
hand, like fo many (leps of a flair : the 
greated dangier was at the top, the eardi 
being fo loc^e, efpecially as they advanced 
nearer the town, that the enemy's (mail ihot 
killed and wounded feveral; for which 
caufe, they were relieved every half hour, 
the uppermoft: rank falling down and be- 
coming the lowermoft,# and fo on : there 
were ftrong guards keeped on the right and 
left, as alfo in the rear. 

About the 20th of JunCj a body of ten 
thoufand Turks and Tartars j by break of 
day, endeavoured to pierce the lines and 
force their way into the town, but were re- 
pulfed with confidcrable lofs, and (b clofely 
purfued by the Rufian cavalry, CoJ/acksznd 

Call7mcks.9 
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Callmucksj that moft of them were cue to B o o k 
pieces. ^ III. 

The only officer of diftinaionilieCzar loft ^^^^-^ 
during this fiege, was one Colonel Steven/on, 
a Scots gentleman : he was fhot in the 
mouth, being a little too curious, and rai- 
fing himfclf too high on the top of the 
loofe earth to obferve the enemy: he died 
of hunger the eleventh day after he received 
the wound, not being able to fwallow any 
kind of nourifhment. He was a good offi- 
cer, and much regreted by the Czar, who 
caufed bury him with all the honours of 
war. 

On the 28th, the Governor demanded to 
capitulate ; but before the Czar would en- 
ter into any terms, he . demanded that the 
traitor Javajka, who had deferted the year 
before, (hould be delivered up to him. The 
Turks made fome difficulty at firft, but were 
-at laft obliged to comply ; then the Czar a- 
greed to the furrendcr on the following con- 
ditions. Firft, * that the Governor fhould ^fipf> f^r- 
^ve up to him all the chriftian captives. Se- '^^°^^"' 
condly, the garrifon to be allowed to march 
out with their arms, but no ammunition, 
with what baggage they could carry, with 
their wives and children, and be conduced 
fafc till out of danger. They marched out 
of the town about fix thoufand perfons, 

whereof 
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Book whereof three tboufand fix hundred i^cre 
III. armed men. , 

The Czar appointed a publick thank^v- 
ing to be made by the whole army; for the 
fuccefs of his arms againd the Infidels: 
then he caufed fortify jffbph after the mo- 
dern way, with large Toyal bafHons^ toge- 
ther with out- works. On the other fide of 
the Don oppofite to the town, he alfb cau* 
fed ereft a large fortification, not much in- 
ferior to ylfoph itfelf, which he called ?V- 
tropotisj altogether done by engineer de ia* 
WalL The other forts on the Blackr/eOj 
fuch as Meau and Tagunrog were enlarged, 
and fortified under the direction of engineer 
Baron Burghderf. On the eaft-fide of the 
town the Cojfacks were afligned a quarter, 
by way of fuburbs, fortified with double 
pallifadoes, being Oxaitned in the ifles of the 
Don^ their common place of living. 

The Czar about the beginning of Sep^ 
tember^ caufed the army break up, diredini 
his march for Mo/cow , having left in yifip 
a garrifon of fix thoufand foot, and four 
fquadrons of horfc, provided with all neccf^ 
faries ; and on the 9 th of October he made 
his triumphant entry into Mofcow. The 
traitor Javajka making the greateft part of 
the^ fhow, who was in a few days after 
hroke upon the wheel. . - 

^ Dp 
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On the 2d of February^ 1 697, as his B o o K 
czarifh majefty was diverting himfcif, in the III. 
company of a great many ladies and officers, v.'^v^-' 
and going to fit down to fupper, in a houfe linft^^thc 
he had built in General Leforfs name, for czar's life 
his own diverfion ; an unknown perfon came ^f^^''?^' 
haflily in, and defired to (peak a word ^ ' * ^^* 
with the Czar, who immediately retired into 
another room, where having difcourfed with 
diat perfon, not much above a quarter of aii 
hour, he returned to the company, defiring 
diem to make merry, for he was called a- 
bout a little bufinefs, and would return a- 
gain as foon as he could : he went directly 
tccompanled with a few friends, and caufed 
three confiderable boyars, viz. Sicler, IPou- 
fihin and Sukownia, whom he ' found all 
three together, in the houfe of the laft, to 
be carried to Treprafinjkyj where they were 
put in irons under a ftrong guard; after 
which he returned and was merry with the 
company ; then telling the ftory, they were 
all overjoyed as much for the Czar's delive- 
rance as their own. 

Thefe three pcrfons defigned that night 
to have mijrdered the Czar and thrown the 
bkune upon the foreigners, who were all to 
have been cut to pieces, man, wife and 
child. The method they propofed to take, 
was to fet fire to ascertain part of the town, 
knowing very well, that upon fuch occafi- 

ons 
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Book ons the Czar himfclf was commonly the 
III. firft perfon to aflift at extinguifliing the flames : 

^-^■^•^^ fuch fires frequently happen m the city 
of Mofcow^ moft part or the houfes being 
built of timber. Here they had ruffians 
ready to afTaffinate the Czar, and then (as 
is already faid) they were to lay the blame 
on the foreigners, and cut all their throats. 

Three bo- The next day, being feparately examined, 

foTif^^"^ they all three owned the faft ; for which 
they were beheaded, then quartered, and 
. their heads, limbs and arms, put upon the 
moft confpicuous places of the town. 

It was generally believed that Voufchinz 
lady was the perfon who advertifed the Czar 
of his danger ; for he payed her a vifit, and 
not only gave her thanks, but made her a 
compliment of her hufband's whole eftatc, 
and other valuable prefents ; the eftates of 
the two others were confifcated to the crown. 
This lady was one of the fineft, and moft 
beautiful women in the empire ; and had 
been one of thofe who had been brought 
to court when the Czar made his choice : 
fhe had always it feems a great efteem for 
him, and the Czar often wifhed that he had 
married her, rather than the perfon he had 
prefered to her, being a lady far exceeding 
her in good humour. 

After all this good fuccefs, both at home 
and abroad, the Czar refolvcd to travel to 

the 
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the moft confiderable courts in Europe, that Book 
he might fee the manners and cuftoms of IIL 
foreigners ; for which end, he propofed the v^^v^o 
fending of a fplendid embaffy, in whofe 
company he was to travel himfelf incognito. 
The ambafladors were, General Lefort^ 
the boyar Theodore Alexoivlch Golovin^ and 
Vroroph Boydanowich Wolnitzkin ; this laft 
had been often employed in foreign affairs. 

This embaffy fet out from Mofcow about The Czar 
the middle of Aprils and arrived at Ko- fcts out on 
ningsberg, in the Ducal Truffia, May 7th ;*^^^^^^^^'- 
where, the eleftor of Brandenburghy know- 
ing of die Czar's being with the embafly, 
came himfeU in perfon, arid received him in 
great flate. During their flay there, the 
Czar had feveral conferences with his elefto- 
ral highnefs, who omitted nothing that could 
contribute to his diverfion ; fuch as, hunt- 
ing, comedies, balls, and fire-works; which 
he underftood the Czar liked. 

But in their pafTage through the King of 
Sivedens dominions, particularly at Rfga, 
the Czar being curious to view the fortifi- 
cations, was ftopped by the centinels, and 
not allowed to go upon the ramparts ; which 
was taken amifs, and faid to be given for 
the pretext of the cnfuing war betwixt Rujfra 
and Sweden. ' 

On the 8th of Juljj the embaffy depart- 
ed from Koningsberg^ purfuing their rout 

Vol. I. P through 
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Book through ^oinerania to CoUberg ; thence 
III, through Cavenbnrgb : over all the eleftor's 

^-^*v^^ dominions their charges were defrayed. 
In Nymarky the Czar viewed the fortificati- 
ons ofCuJirfHj without hindrance. On the 
2oth, hepaflcd through iJer/z/r, the refidencc 
of his clcftoral highnefs ; thence forward, 
until he arrived at Copenburgh m the elefto- 
rate of Brunfivick^ where he was magnifi- 
cently received by the Duke of Zell. In 
the beginning of Augujl the embafly ar- 
rived at Amflerdam^ where the Czar con- 
tinued for fbme time, looking narrowly in- 
to every thing, particularly the Ihipping; 
and he did not think it unworthy of him to 
w ork with his own hands as a fhip-carpenter 
till the end oi Se ft ember ^ then went to 
Utrecht J where he had a conference with 
King William. 

Notwithftanding the Czar*s abfencc from 
his dominions, the war was carried on pret- 
ty fuccefsfuUy againft the Turks : the boyar 
Alexis Simeonowich Shein^ being left Ge- 
neraliffimo, (but with exprefs orders from 
the Czar, not to undertake any thing of 
moment without General Gordons advice) 
marched to Afoph with an army of feventy 
thoufend Rujfians^ befides Cojpwks and Colt 
mucks, in order to complete the fortificati- 
ons, and to oppofc the enemy as occafion 
offered. 

On 
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On the 3d of JunCj a body of Tartars Bo o k 
came up early in the morning, in view of III. 
the Rujffian camp, after having forced the V'^'^v 
foragers, and the party that covered them, to 
retire; whereupon, a battallion of foot, 
with two fquadroris of horfe, and two field- 
pieces, together with the Coffacks and CaU 
mucks under the command of Lieut. Colonel 
Alexander Gordon^ were ordered out againft 
them. The Tartars were forced to retreat ; 
the Coffacks and Calmucks purfuing them, 
killed a few of them, and took fix prifoners. 
The enemy appeared no more, for fuch 
meafures were taken, that every morning 
before break of day, flrong parties of horfe 
were commanded out to Icour the fields 
(bme leagues round the camp. 

On the 14th of Auguft^ an exprcfs arri- Thcr«ryt/ 
ved from the governor of Tavan to the Ge- '^y ficgc 
nerallfllmo, with advice, that the Turks and abanl 
were advancing with a body of twelve thou- don it. 
(and foot, befides Tartars^ to attack the 
place ; whereupon General Gordon was or- 
dered to march to its relief, with a body of 
twenty thoufand foot, four thoufand horfe, 
and a flrong party of Cojffacks and Calmucks ; 
and having advanced by long marches, and 
got within fight of .the place ; the Turks in 
a hurry abandoned the ficge, leaving their 
cannon, ammunition and provifions. The 
General, after having repaired the fortifica- 

P 2 tions 
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Book tlons of the town, and levelled the approa- 
III. ches, returned to Mo/cow about the end of 
^-^vv^ OBobef. 

At Vsennay this year, a triple alliance was 
confirmed, betwixt the Emperor, the Czar, 
and the ftates of Venice ; that they fhould 
carry on the war vigoroufly both by fea 
and land again ft the Turks ; and that none of 
them fhould make peace without the other. 
King John Sohiejky dying in the month of 
JunCy the preceeding year, the ^oles were 
fo divided in the choice of a fucceflbr, that 
they had no confiderable army in the field 
this year. 

In the beginning of the year 1 698, King 
William fent one of his yachts with three 
The Czar men of war, to tranfport the Czar and the 
^ j^^' embafly into England : he arrived at London 
1698. the I ith o£ January, where a lodging was 
prepared for him in Tork buildings, which 
the Czar did not like, but in a few days re- 
tired from thence to Depffordj that he might 
the better obferve the fhipping. The Mar- 
quis of Carmarthen and Sir y4nthony Dean^ 
were the two perfons, in whofe company he 
delighted moft ; the Marquis being an Ad- 
miral, and Sir yinthony one of the ableft 
mafters in England for fhip-building. The 
Czar during his ftay had fevcral conferences 
• with King IVilliam ; faw all that was worth 
feeing in and about London; took parti- 
cular 
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cular notice of the fleet at Spithead^ and Book 
liked much better the Englip build of their III, 
men of war than the Dutch. King William ^^-^v>^' 
amongft other prefents complimented him 
with a yacht and the whole crew. On the 
28th of April, the Czar took leave of him 
at Kenjingtorty dined at Lambeth with the 
Archbifliop of Canterbury^ and on the 3d 
of May^ was fumptuoufly entertained by the 
Duke of Leeds y at his houfe near the Thames; 
then went on board the 3racht for Holland, Returns to 
under the convoy of two men of war com- Holland, 
manded by Admiral Mitchel. The Czar*"^™* 

• J •^i !_• r'j i_i over fcvc* 

carried over with him a conliderable num- ^^1 En^- 
ber of perfons of all trades, efpecially ///^tradcf- 
fliip-carpentcrs, and thofe who had any 
knowledge of (hipping ; amongft others, a 
fbn of Sir Anthony Deans ; alfo Mr. Far- 
quharfon (an able mathematician) a Scots 
highlander. All thefe on his landing at 
Holland, he fcnt on board the Ruffian fleet 
dcfigncd for Archangel. Some time before 
the Czar left Holland, the Rujftan merchants 
came to pay their rcfpefts, and made him a 
prefent of twenty thoufand dollars, which 
he frankly accepted, and gave them in re- 
turn his hand to kifs. The day after, the 
Czar, accompanied with fome of his Dutch 
acquaintances, went out to take the air in 
a pleafure-boat towards Hardcrivcrk : on his 
return (it being late) there arofc fuch a hard 

gale 
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Book gale of wind, that they had like .to have 
* IIL ^erifhed. In the time of the greateft dan- 
^■^^'^ ger, the Czar was fo little concerned, that 
in grea"'^^ dcfired them pot to be afraid; for 
danger, it had never been heard, that a Czgtr of 
Rujfia had been loft at fea. On the i^ih 
of I Mqy^ he left HoUandy purfuing his 
journey into Germany through CleveSy and 
arrived on the i ft of June at Drefien. Here, 
after he had refreflxed himfelf, he went to 
fee the chamber of rarities, attended by the 
Count TFonlek ; after which, he faw all that 
was worth notice in tlic town ; next day he 
vifits the made a vifit to the Queen of Tolandj as alfo 
Queen of ^^ Eleftrefs dowager ; then he was invited 
to the Stadtholder, Wonfurjlembergh's ; where 
all the gentlemen and ladies of the court 
accompanied him; and at the drinking of 
each health, a round of guns were fired. 

On the 3d o£ JunCy he went to fee the 
impregnable caftle oi Kenningjlein ; where 
fome years after, his ambaflador. General 
^atculy was by King Augujlus\ order de- 
livered up to the King of Sweden^ who 
caufed put him cruelly to death. From 
Drefdeiiy he purfucd his journey through 
Bohemia^ direftly for Vienna ; where he ar- 
rived the 1 6th, and was conduced to Count 
Keningfeck's palace, which was prepared for 
him. The Emperor and the Czar met for 
tlie firft time, at nine o'clock at night in the 

favorita ; 
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favorita ; where he was attended by all the B o o K 
miniftry, and pcrfons of diftinftion, in fplen- HI. 
did equipages. The two emperors at meet- v^^w-^ 
ing embraced each other, and after fome ^^ ^^ 
few compliments parted: but on the 28th, Emperor. 
he had a long conferrence with the Empe- 
ror ; where they both remained uncovered, 
none being prefent but the two counts, 
Walenjlein and Dicktrichjiein^ with General 
Lefortj who ferved as interpreten 

The Emperor, to put the greater refpeft 
upon the Czar, caufed make a fumptuous, 
and extraordinay entertainment for him up- 
on Sl Teters day ; to which there were in- ^ 
vitcd above three hundred perfons of the 
firft quality ; whereof, forty couple (a lady 
and a cavalier) fat at the fame table with the 
Czar, drefled after the manner of the boors of 
all the nations they could think of; the Em- 
peror and Emprefs afting the part oflandlord 
and landlady. They were attended by Prince 
Eugene of Savoy ^ and feveral minifters and ge- 
neral officers, who ferved at the table and 
carried about the glafs. Some time after 'the 
company were fct, the Emperor brought a 
glafs to the Frieflandijh boor, who was the 
Czar, and drank it off to the health of his 
Czariih majefty, faying, he was perfuaded 
that he was well known to him. The Czar, 
after giving his imperial majefty thanks, 
told him, that he knew the Czar fo very 

well, 
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Book well, that he could undertake for him he 
III. was a fincere friend and humble fervant of 

^^^"^^^^ his imperial majefty's, and an enemy to all 
his enemies ; then took off the glafs, which 
went round : a little after, the Friejlandijh 
boor called for another glafs, and brought 
it to the Egyptian boor, who was the King 
of the Romans^ faying, your majefty is as 
yet young, and can carry a glafs better than 
the Emperor your father, therefore I bring 
you a health to the prolperity of the houfc 
of Atijlria ; which went alfo round. The 
entertainment continued till paft midnight, 
when the company parted. 

Next day, the Czar had accoimts fent him 
by an extraordinary courier, of the revolt of 
the Strelitzes^ which obliged him to make 
all hafte to his own country. So, after hav- 

Lcavcs ing feen all that was remarkable at Vienna^ 

SoV he took leave of the Emperor on the 29th 
' ' of July J and fet out poft for Poland. On 
the 1 1 th of Augujl^ he met privately with 
King Angujius at Reva^ a fmall town, not 
far diftant from Limberg^ and viewed there 
the Saxon troops that were encamped near 
that place. The 13 th, the Czar continued 
his journey towards Rujfia^ attended by his 
ToUp majefty, and four fquadrons of his 
guards, the length of the frontiers, where 
they parted. The King fent Major-General 
Carlowich alongft with the Czar, in quality 

of 
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of envoy, without the charafter : he arrived Book 
lafe at his capital the 4th of September. IIL 
Mr. ^ at cull was in company, difguifed in the ^^y^ 
habit of a groom, having rcafon for keeping ^l 
himfclf private. 

The Emperor fent an extraordinary en- 
voy, Baron If^onquarienty to ratify the late 
three years alliance, who had made his pu- 
blick entry into Mojcow before the Czar's 
arrival. 

The dangerous rebellion, which occaC^ 
oned the Czar's return to his dominions 
(boner than he intended, (for he defigned to 
have vifited Italy^ and particularly Venice) 
happened thus : 

After the death of King John Sobiejky^rht fe- 
thc republic of Poland was divided into two <^°"^ ^^' 

parties; one chofe the eleftor of '^^^^^yi^streliuer, 
the other declared for the Prince of Conti; 
who came too late, for before he landed at 
Dantzickj the eleftor was proclaimed King, 
by the name of Frederick Auguftus II. 
fo that the Prince of Conti was obliged to 
return to France ; his party, whereof the 
Cardinal primate was head, dropping his 
intereft. The C^ar during thefe commoti- 
ons, fenc a confiderable body 6f troops 
. to the frontiers of Lithuaniaj under the 
command of f^rince Michael Gregorowich 
Romodanojkyj to be at hand to affift the e- 
Icdor's party in cafe of need. Thefe troops 
Vol. I. (^ being 
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Book being moftly Strelitzesj took pccafion of* 
III. the Czar's abfence, being encouraged there- 

^^-^"v^^ to by the Princefs Sophia and her adherents, 
to march ftraight to Mofcoiv^ where few or 
no troops were to oppofe them, and where 
they hoped to be joined by hundreds of 
thoufands. They left the army, and dircfted 
their march towards Mofcow^ without lay- 
ing a word lo their General, (about eight 
thoufand of them) giving out every where 
that the Czar was dead abroad, and for that 
reafon, it behoved them to march to the ca- 
pital, to chufe a Regent to manage matters 
during the yoimg Czar Alexis Tetrowich's 
minority : they turned off all their officers, 
ind created new ones from among them- 
felves, and were joined in their march by 
feveral loofe people, who were fond of a 
change, imagining no doubt,, that they 
would find their account in it. 

Priiice Romodanojky their General, lent 
Couriers one after another, acquainting the 
regency that a great part of his army had 
left him, and certainly on no good delign ; 
that they had marched the firft day more 
than thirty werfts ; tliat the troops he had 
ftill with- him, were moft of them in the 
lame mind j lior durft he adventure to fol* 
low after them, having exprcfs orders from 
the Czar to continue on the frontiers of 
Tohind^ and obey what orders he fliould re-^ 

eeive 
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ccivc from King Augnftus ; to whom he B o o k 
had alfo fent an exprefs, acquainting him III. 
with what had happened ; that the Strelitzes ^^>^^v/ 
who remained in the army, feemed to be 
much more elevated than ordinary, fhewing 
but little regard to orders; fo that he feared 
the worft. 

This revolt put all the boyars and gran- 
dees at Mofcow in the utmoft confternation ; 
and had not the Czar exprefsly ordered Ge- 
neral Gordon^ together with four thoufand 
of his guards, to continue at the capital this 
year, the government had been overturned, 
and the Czzv with his family quite extir- 
pated. 

The rebels were got within one hundred 
wcrfts oi Mofcow J before it was poffiblefor 
General Gordon to make head again ft them* 
But having, with great difficulty, got the 
Generaliflimo perfwaded to march out of 
the capital, at the head of four thoufand of 
the neighbouring gentry, he marched along 
with a body of three thoufand foot, and 
good artillery, confifting of twenty-feven 
field pieces, from fix to ten pounders ; being 
obliged to leave one thoufand foot to keep 
matters right at Mofcow^ and to guard the 
palace. General Gordon moving forwards, 
a good way before his little army, got fight 
of the rebels, near a monaftery, called the 
Wojkrefensky or the Refiirre^iott^ diftant 

Q^ 2 frpm 
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Book from Mofcoiv forty werfts; into which 
III. place, he ordered a Major with two hun- 

Vvv dred foot and a few horfe, to prevent the 
rebels from taking poflefllon thereof: the 
jmonaftery being large, and furrounded with 
a good iron wall. After which, accompa- 
nied with ten or twelve perfons, he moved 
up flowly towards them, and fent an Adju- 
tant, dcfiring fome of their leaders to come 
and fpcak with him, which they agreed to, 
knowing him very well: and when they 
came, he faluted them in a very complai- 
. fnu manner, alking how they did, and 
v^ h( re they were going ; how they came 
to leave the army, and by whofe orders ? 
They anfwered him moft fubmiflively, that 
they had left the army without orders : 
that having been long abfent from their 
homes, they intended to go and fee their 
v ives, and put their houfhold aflfairs in or- 
der. The General told them, they could 
not but know, that they had tranfgrcflcd 
af^ainft his majefty's orders; therefore, he 
advifed them, as a friend, to return inftantly 
to their duty ; which, if they did, he affur- 
ed them of his Czarifh majefty's pardon : 
that if they did not, but continued to per- 
fift in their rebellion, they would fhut all 
the gates of mercy ; and could expeft no- 
thing but death and deftruftion. They 
told liim plainly, that finpe fhey were come 

fo 
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fo far, they would firft go to Mofcow^ and Book 
then advife : he cxpoftulated with them far- III. 
thcr, but to no purpofe. Then hic afked 
them how far they intended to march that 
day ? they told him not far. He faid, it 
bein^ then towards evening, he thought it 
advifeable for them, to pitch their tents a 
little below, where there was a village that 
could accomodate them with neceflaries, 
and confider with their friends againft next 
morning, when he (hould meet with them 
once more, and reafon farther on the mat- 
ter. They told him, they Should do fo : 
and a^ually, being fatigued with long mar- 
ches, they drew up, and encamped on the 
fame fpot of ground the General had point- 
ed out to them. After which, he bid them 
good night, and returned to meet the troops, 
who were not then in fight, marching up 
flowly with the artillery and ammunition^ 
He encamped about a mile diftant from the 
rebels, where he made every thing ready 
for the next day ; perceiving plainly, that 
the Strelitzes muft have encouragement 
from higher hands, or they durft never 
have undertaken fo bold an enterprize with 
fo fmall numbers. 

The Generaliflimo, togetlier with the reft 
of the nobility and gentry, were in the 
grcateft terror imaginable : the General told 
them not to be uneafy, for he was not 

without; 
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Book without hopes of getting them pcrfuaded to 
III. return to their duty ; and that even in cafe 

^•^"""^^^ of the worft, he hoped to give a good ac- 
count of them. 

By break of day next morning, the Ge- 
neral (who had refted little or none that 
night, and fearing left the rebels fhould fe- 
ducc and corrupt any of his troops, had caufed 
the officers, patrole the whole night long) 
mounted his horfe, and went out to com- 
ittune with them as he had promifed ; and 
when fome of their leadens came trp to him, 
he stlked them what they had refolved upon ? 
faid, he hoped they would be fo wife' as 
follow his advice, who was really their 
friend : they told him, they neither had nor 
would alter their refolution, but were de- 
termined (feeing they were fo near) to vifit 
their wives. If that was all, he told them 
their wives fhould be fent to them. They 
told him, that there was no ufc for that, 
fince befidcs feeing their wives, they had all 
of them affairs of their own to look after, 
which they would put an end to before they 
could think of returning. Then he affurcd 
them in pofitivc terms, that the Generaliffimo 
was at hand with a powerful army, ready 
to fall on them and cut them to pieces; 
but, if they would yet return to their duty, 
he promifed them ftill his majefty's moft 
gracious pardon. The rebels interrupting 

him, 



liim, told that they would go to Mofcoiv, Book 
and were not at all in pain about the Gene- . III. 
raliflimo and his army. But he out of real ^^^^v=s^ 
pity infixing) faid, he was forry for them^ 
for he faw plainly that in a few minutes 
they muft be deftroyed. They told him at 
laft, to mind his own buflnefs ; and fome of 
them were fo bold as to prefent their -pieces 
to fire at him. Then he thought it time 
for him to march off, and putting fpurs to 
his horfe, rode up to the Generaliffimo, 
told him, that thefe unhappy people were 
infatuated, and would not hearken to rea-' 
(on, fo that there was no more time to be 
loft. It is certain, that if the rebels had 
killed General Gordon on this oceafion, 
(which they might have done without .any 
difficulty) they would have carried their 
point, for there was none other who had 
the refolution to oppofe them. All the fo-' 
reign officers were in the amiy employed a- 
gainft the X^rks ; but providence, who 
watched over this great Prince from his in- 
fancy to the hour of his death, fhewed it-* 
felf here in a particular manner. The Ge-* 
neral then caufing march up the infantry 
hard upon the rebels, ordered the Colonel 
of the artillery to direft the guns fo as not 
to do great execution araongft them, out of 
pur? compaffion, thinking thereby to inti-» 
midate them ; but it had the contrary ef- 

fcft. 
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Book feft, for finding fo few of their people kill- 
Ill . ed and wounded, they took courage, the 
^^^T^ priefts crying out, a miracle ! a miracle ! xhcj 
beat their drums, flouriihed their colours, 
and crofled thcmfelves, as if they had been 
going to engage the Turks. Whereupon, 
the General ordered the guns to be well di- 
refted, and to fire clofe upon them with 
the whole artillery. This fecond fire had 
its effect, killed and wounded many, which 
put them into confufion. The third fire 
of the ardllery put them in the utmoft diA 
order. Whereupon, the General broke in 
upon them with the infantry, cutting them 
The re- to pieces, without further regard ; To that 
bdf fur- at laft, finding themfelvcs overpowered, and 
'*"^'"* all like to be dcftroyed ; they threw down 
their arms, and begged for mercy. 

The horfe, though of no ufc in the en- 
gagement, took a great many prifbners; fo 
that the rebels, being all foot, not one An- 
gle perfon efcaped. The Generaliflimo, 
with the reft of the nobility and gentry, 
were for cutting them all to pieces on 
the (pot. But General Gordon advifed, 
that they might be all referved rill his ma- 
jefty'js return j that the ground of this re- 
bellion might be the better dived into : 
which advice prevailing, they were all fet- 
tered two and two, and fent to different 
prifons, to the number of four thouiand 

fix 
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fix hundred, befides Wounded. General- Bo ok 
ifllmo Shein^ caufing fome of their leaders III. 
to be brought before him, afked them, 



^^yoos^ 



what they meant by this revolt, and what J^^'Vor 
they intended thereby ? Some of the moft rebellion. 
forward told him, without difguife; that 
feeing the Czar had abandoned his country, 
and being informed, that he was. dead, 
they were defigned to march to the city 
of Mofcow^ and put the government into 
fome fure perfons hands to manage matters, 
until the young Czar, Alexis ^ fhould be of 
age. This was all he could get out of 
them; though he had caufed put feveral of 
tbem to the torture. The reft being re- 
ferved to the Czar s pleafure, who, as is al- 
ready laid, arrived at his capital the 4th of 
September; where, after being welcomed 
by many of his faithful fubjefts, he refted 
a few days, after fo long and fo fatiguing 
a journey. 

The firft thing he did, was, to caufe the The rlbg- 
ring-leaders of the revolt to be tranfported '^^ ^ 
to Trebra/ifisky^ where they were tortured, ^ 
and examined in his prefence ; yet nothing 
farther could be got from them, nor would 
they accufe any of the great ones, as ha- 
ving a concern in this rebellion, till at laft, 
a youth not full eighteen* years of age, de- 
fired to be carried into the Czar's prefence, 
and being admitted, told that he was only a 

Vol. I. R fervant 
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Book fervant to one of the leading men amon^ 
, III. the StrelitzeSj called Ajjonacy^ but, he 
^^y'r>^ thought, he could bring to light a great d^ 
of this affair ; that he could make a corre- 
fpondcnce appear, betwixt the Princefs Sophia 
and his mafter, by the means of an old wo- 
man, who lived by the charity of the cloi- 
fters; that he had often feen her carry in 
and out of the convent loaves of bread, 
wherein were letters inclofed, which he had 
feen his mafter take out of the loaves, read 
them, and return anfwers after the fame man- 
ner: tho' this appeared tobefaft, by thccon- 
feflion of tlie poor old woman herfelf, who 
did not deny, but Ihc had often carried 
loaves of bread out,' and in to the cloiftcr; 
but faid, flie did not know of any letters 
being in them : yet the young man s mafter, 
Affonacy^ would never acknowledge any 
fuch thing, but went obftinately to death ; 
as almoft all of them did ; for none above 
the age of eighteen were pardoned. 

Several of the great men, whom the Czar 
fufpcfted to have been engaged in this con- 
fpiracy, he caufed take the axe into their 
hands, and obliged them to cut off the 
heads of forae others of the confpirators : 
and to mortify ftill more his fifter, princefs 
Sophia; he caufed (ct up a gallows^ oppofitc 
to the windows of her apartments, whereon, 

he 
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he caufe4 hang three Strelttzes, holding up B o o K 
to her pccicions in their hands. III. 

The imperial envoy, Baron Wonquarient^ o-r>wr 
on the i:?th, was admitted to his firft audi- 
ence, and on the 17th, was entertained 
furaptuoufly by his Czarifli majefty; as 
were likewife, the envoys, from Poland arid 
Denmark. 

The war againft the Twr^j- went veryTbc 
profperoufly on this year ; the boyar Subli- ^l^^J^ 
coiv^ Governor of Afoph^ having an army the Turh* 
of forty thoufand Ruffians^ befides Coffacks 
and Calmucks under his command, beat the 
Tartars in feveral encounters. 

Likewile, Prince James Dolgoruky^ Go- 
vernor of Belogrod, marched at the head of 
fixty thoufand Rujftansj with the like num- 
ber ofCoJfacks^ commanded by their iff//- • 
man^ Mazepa^ on the 17th of July y and 
forced the Siraskier Ba[[a to retire over the 
bog, and encamp himfelf under the cannoi) 
ot Oczakoiv. 
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p o o K IV. 

IN the year 1699, the Turks defiring a Bo ok 
peace, a treaty went on with the Empe- i y. 
ror, the Czar, the crown o£Tolandy and v.-^r\^ 
the ftates o£ Venice; which ended, thebe- 
^ning of the enfuing year, in a thirty years a tmcc 
truce. The Czar keeped ^foph^ together with the 
with all the forts he had taken on the Black- ,^^ ' 
/ea^ but was obliged to reftore the towns 
and forts he had taken on the Borijihenes^ 
all prifoners being releafed on both (idcs. 

On the 2d of March died General /r^;;- 
cis Lefort^ aged about forty-fix. The Czar ^y^'^ 
was then at F^r(?«//z, and though much ta- *^* 
ken up with his fliipping, he returned to 

MofcoWj 
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Book MofcoWj and gave him a magnificent bu- 
IV. rial. 

^'^^'^^^^ He was a citizen's fon of Geneva^ 'whofc 
His cha- brother was one of the Syndicks of that place : 
raacr,&c. he was bred a merchant, but being of a fpirit 
above his fortune, he fbon (pent the ftock 
his parents had left him; then went to 
Mofcow^ and entered into the army m Czar 
Meters minority. He was a tall wcU-Iook- 
cd man, of a facetious engaging temper, and 
found means to get credit among the Dut€h^ 
and other foreign merchants, who fumifhed 
him wherewithal to live at a pretty high rate. 
At laft, he fell in courtfhip with an agree- 
able young lady, the only child of a rich 
widow, ,who by no means would confent 
to the marriage ; but, the young lady taking 
a fancy to him, they married without her 
confent : yet, fhe had fo great a liking to 
her daughter, that fhe foon pardoned her, 
and received them both into her own houfc. 
The mother was after the m?inner of that 
country efteemed rich, having betwixt four 
and five thoufand rubles on intereft, befides 
a very good houfe ; fo that Captain Lefort^ 
her fon-in-law, wheedled the good old lady 
from time to time out of three hundred 
rubles; which enabled him to fupport a 
grandeur he always aimed at. 

He foon came to underftand the Ru^an 
language, and by one means or other, to be 

introduced 
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introduced into ,Czar Tete/s company, Book 
who took fuch a liking to him, that from a IV. 
Captain, within the ipace of a few years, 
be raifed him to the rank of a General: he 
underftood little or nothing of the military 
art, either by fea or land, but favour fupplied 
all: he becanje Czar IPeter's principal 
favourite, was a man ^ven up to all man- 
ner of pleafures, and could bear a glafs welL 
He, together with a man of quality, viz. 
Theodore Theodortrwich ^lefheow^ were be- 
lieved to have been ill inftruments in occafi- 
coing the Czar's allienating his affections 
fr^m his Emprefs, by following his plea- 
fure: amon^ the beauties of the town ; one 
whereof, called Anna Ivarouna Mons^ a 
wine nerchant's daughter, of Livonian cx- 
traftion, exceeding beautiful and taking, 
was greaxly favoured by Czar Teten And 
here it rvaf be taken notice of, that the 
Emprefs dowager being ftill alive, and ' 
mightily concerned at her fon's way of li- 
ving, not onl/ took occafion of fpeaking to 
him herfelf, btt engaged likewife the Em- 
prefs-confort to deal with him, and endea- 
vour all fhe could to retain him, by perfuad- 
ing him to live ifter the manner of his 
predeccflbrs, in greater majefty; for befides 
the fcandal and norelty of the thing, they 
were apprehenfive of accidents ; which ad- 
vice oficndcd the Czar to that degree, that 

he 
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6 o o K he laid his commands on her, never to take 
IV. any concern about him, nor to prcfume to 

^^•^^^'^^ offer him advice in any one (ingle point of 
his affairs, or conduft, under pain of his 
dilpleafure: but this had no effeft. The 
old Emprefs ftill pufhed on the young Em- 
prefs, till at laft, the Czar to be free of her 
importunity, abandoned her entirely: a- 
bout which time,' the Emprefs dowager 
happening to die, the Czar put his confort 
into a monaftery, where (he continued with- 
out taking the vows, till after his deatfc 
and till her grandfon came to the throne. 

To return to General Lefort^ he main- 
tained himfelf in favour to the laft. and 
never (except in what is already (aid) jbufed 
it, nor fo far as I can learn, did ie ever 
ufe it to. the prejudice of any. Pi$ irregu- 
lar way of living (hortned his dayi, for he 
never could be without company. Their 
entertainments would many times have con- 
tinued for three days and nights without 
going to bed ; each took a nap in the corner 
as he could come at it, the glafs and dance 
ftill fucceeding. The ladies had their apart- 
ments, where they relieved one another, as 
the watch does on board a ftiip, every four 
hours. He died of a uolent fever. For 
feveral years of the laL-er part of his life, 
he had not keeped company with his lady; 
but dc(igned, if he had lived any time 

longer, 
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longer, to have put her likewife into a mo- Bo o K 
naftery, after the royal example. IV. 

On the 30th of November this year, died v--^^'^^ 
alfo General Patrick Gordon^ at f<^ven^J"^^^ 
o'clock in the morning, in the fixty-fixth dies. 
year of his age, much regreted by the Czar 
and the whole nation. His majefty vifited 
him five times during his illncfs, was prefent 
the moment he expired, and (hut his eyes 
with his own hand : he was alfo buried in 
great ftate. 

' He was fon to John Gordon ^ Efq; of His cha- 
j4chleuchries^ in, the county o^ Aherdeen^^^^^^^'^^' 
whofe grandfather was a fon of the family 
of Haddoy now earls of Aberdeen. He left 
Scotland at the age of eighteen, and went 
into the Swedifh fervice. Charles X. theq 
King of Sweden^ had wars with Toland. 
At the battle of Warfaw^ Captain Gordon 
was taken prifoner, and not relieved till the 
peace was concluded,, there being no cartel 
betwixt the two crowns for exchange of 
prifoners. On the peace, he engaged with 
the AmbafTador of Ruffia to enter into that 
fervice, perfuaded thereto by one General 
Won Buekhowenj a German^ who had fer- 
ved King Charles II. After the reftoration, 
the King having no more ufe for generals, 
recommended Buckhowen to the RuJfianlB.vnr 
peror, Alexis Michaeloivich^ then at war 
with the Turks : and, he becoming acquaint- 

VoL. L . S ed 
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B o o K cd at Warfaw vnthGordon^ they went together 
IV. into the Rujfian fervice; where Captain 

K^r^rsj Gordon was made Major; then Lieutenant- 
colonel ; and in two years after, Colonel ; 
and (b pafled through all the degrees, till 
he came to be commanding General. He 
married (whilft Lieutenant-colonel) General 
Buckhoivens daughter, whofe mother was 
of the family of Vaiighan in Wales. General 
Gordon was a fober man, in a country where 
drinking is much in fafhion; and though 
he ufed to be much in the Czar's company, 
, his majefty knowing his inclinations, would . 
never allow him to be urged. He wa^ ever 
mindful of his bufinefs, and did great fer- 
. vice to the Rujftan nation. 

t-jtiS. In the year 1700, the 28th of February^ 

Mr. Wrenhuljly envoy from the States-gene- 
ral, made his publick entry, and had his 
firft audience the 23d of March ; the Czar 
putting great refpeft on him, to fhew the 
regard he had for that republic. 

Czar Teter^ as he returned through To^ 
land to his own dominions, as is already 
faid, had fevcral private conferences with 
K\ng yfugu/tus; where they concerted, and 
laid down the, plan (together with the 
King of Denmark) of the approaching 
war againft Sweden. The truce with the 
^ortCj was no fooncr ratified and publifhed, 

- than he caufcd make all ncceflary prepara- 

tions 
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tions : and as he had no liking to his old Bo o jc 
(landing army, the Strelitzes ; but en the IV. 
contrary, a very great averfion (and moft V/'v%^ 
defervedly), on the very day of the rejoic- 
ing for the truce, the Czar broke that 
formidable body of people, to the num- T^c ^^''^* 
ber of thirty thoufand, and above; com- j^^'^j^^^ 
manding them to be inftantly diiperfed 
over the whole empire; that from a cer- 
tain day, three of them fhould not be 
(een in any one place together, under 
pain of death, and never more to be ad- 
mitted into his imperial majefty's fervicc ; 
nay, the very name of Strelitzes to be abo- 
liihed. 

Immediately, he raifed an army of forty 
thoufand foot, to be called foldicr^, and 
twenty thoufand dragoons : it was furprifing 
to behold how foon this army was made 
up, for in lefs than three months time, they 
were enrolled, clothed, armed, and ready 
to march. 

The method the Czar fell upon to raife 
this army was curious. The great ones, 
nobility, gentry, and generally all pepple of 
fortune, had always about them, num- 
bers of bought fcrvants, who continued in 
their families, from generation to genera- 
tion; whom their mafters, for the moft 
part, treated with the utmoft feverity \ 
all which fervants, without exception, the 

S 3 . Czar 
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Book Czar declared free, on condition of their 
IV. entering into his fervice, but not other ways. 

"^^^"^^^ The novelty and unexpeftednefs of the 
thing, with the natural defire that people 
- have for liberty, made thefe flaves at once 
abandon their old cruel mafters, and come by 
thoufands to enlift themfelves into his ma- 
jefty's fervice. The foreign colonels got 

A ccur ar- each of them two hundred of thefe new 

^d mo^ levied men to difcipline and exercjife. 

dcUcd. Colonel Alexander Gordon^ who was at 

due pains (as moft of the others were) had, in 
lefs than three weeks time, his men fb well 
trained, that when the Czar went to fee 
them perform their exercife, he owned 
that his guards could not do better. Up- 
on which he got a thoufand men more, 
which made his regiment twelve-hundred 
compleat; of which force, all the Czar's 
regiments confift, both foot and dragoons ; 
as for hotfe, he never cared for having 
any ; fcarcely thinking them of any ufe. 

Some days after, the faid Colonel receiv- 
ed orders to march to Tevere. a confidcr- 
able town, about an hundred apd fifty 
miles diftant from Mo/cow^ on the way to 
^Novogrodj there to remain and difcipline 
llis men till farther orders. 

The Czar, after having modelled his ar- 
my according to the German method; fet 

about 
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about reforming his whole empire, not Book 
only in their drefs and ways of living, IV. 
but alfo in their judicatures and police : ^-^"^^^ 
he eftablifhed magillrates in all the towns ^j.^^^ ^p^ 
and burghs; granting them the fame power reforming 
and jurifdiftion with thofe of other £«r<9/^f^;; **** ^^^^^ 
nations. This diminiftied the power of the 
woywodes and governors. He alfo fet up 
academies and colleges to propagate learn- 
ing and knowledge : bcfides which, he fent 
young gentlemen of the beft families into 
foreign armies and fleets for their education ; 
where they were obliged to continue feven 
years (until they were perfeft), on their 
own, and their parents charges ; and thofe 
who were not able, he furnifhed out of the 
treafury. On their return, they were em- 
ployed according to their capacities, either 
in the land or fea-fervice ; and thofe who 
had no inclination for either, were employed 
in the police. With thefe views, they returned 
home, moft of them well 'bred gentlemen, 
fpeaking moft languages. 

Then he ordered, that all men, of what- 
ever degree, fhould take off their beards, 
and, that both men and women fhould drefs 
after the Britrjh^ French^ or German faflii- 
on, and never appear in public in the Ruffian 
habit, under the penalty of one hundred ru- 
bles for every offence ; the Coffacks^ Caf- 
mucks, and Tartars excepted. 

After 
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Book After this, he ordered freedom of con- 
i IV. verfation and accefs to the ladies, who were 

j v^nr^' all formerly fo clofs confined, that their 

neareft relations were not allowed to fee 
them, but in the prefence of the hufband ; 
and that only on extraordinary occafions: 
and for promoting this liberty, he appoint- 
ed plays, and affemblies with mufic, danc- 

arpoHtc ^^8>' ^^^ other polite diverfions. The 
convcrfa- married ladies, as' well as the maids, were 
tion. very foon reconciled to this reformation; 
, and to fay the truth, by this means, a bar- 
barous cuftom was removed ; which was, 
that when a young gentleman had a mind 
to marry, the match was always made up 
betwixt the parents ; the young couple ne- 
ver coming to fee one another until the 
Vedding-hight : fo that the bride might be 
blind or lame, and fometimes both, without 
the bridegroom's knowing it. I have known 
fome examples of this kind which ren- 
dered many of their marriages very unhap- 
py- 

The Czar thought this cruel ; therefore 

would have the parties fee and converfe to- 
gether, that they might pleafe themfelves, 
after the manner of the nations through 
^ which he had travelled. 

The old people were much mortified 
with thefe novelties, but there was no re- 
medy; thofe who appeared moft averfc, 

were 



r 



PETER the G R E A-T. 143 

were (tire to be called, and obliged to at- Book 
tend on fiich occafions, fo that nothing ex- IV. 
cufed them but ficknefs ; and if that was V-^*^^^. 
found ^ to be pretended, they were feverely ^oyatiw' 
fined, according to their quality and abi- not rdifh- 

The ladies at firft looked but aukwardly p^, ^^' 
in their new drefs, efpecially when laced, 
being ufed to wear loofe gowns down to 
their heels ; but in a littk time, the change 
becoming habitual, did very well. 

In a few years, the nation became quite 
metamorphofed, much to the tafte of all the 
young people ; then foreigners intermarried 
with the natives, of which the Czar him- but have 
felf gave the example, marrying, firft, his fon, a good cf- 
the Czarowich, to a princefs of Wolfenbutk ; *^^' 
next, his nieces, ^nna^ the late Emprefs, to 
the Duke of Courland, and her eldeft fifter, 
Catharine, to the Duke of Mechlenburgh, 
without regard to different opinions in reli- 
gion. At the fame time he introduced 
trades and manufaftories. Tolerably good 
linen-cloth had long before been made a- 
mongft them, but at prefent they are come 
a great length in their woolen manufaftures ; 
they make cloth of all colours pretty fine ; 
the country over all, producing plenty of * 
wool. They are now fupplied with a great 
many commodities, which they were for- 
merly obliged to other countries for. 

On 
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Book On the i ft of September, war was pro- 
VI. claimed againft Sweden ; the C^ar dcfigning 
^^^'^^^^^ to march in perfon at the head of twenty- 
eight regiments of foot, including the 
War pro- g^^^^^j together with fix thoufand horfe- 
claimed a- militia from the provinces of Novogrod and 
gainftiSw- y /^^^^^ (liis Hcw levied dragoons not 

being as yet ready) with an artillery of 
thirty-tvyo battering pieces and twenty-four 
mortars. 

On the 2d, Colonel Gordon received or- 
ders to march with all expedition to No- 
'vogrody and to take farther orders there 
from Major-general James Bruce ; who be- 
ing flow in his march, the Czar, who loved 
cxpeditibn, was fb offended, that he caufed 
J^^xo P^^ ^^^ Major-general in arreft, and gave 
invcftA^^ir- the command of four regiments of infan- 
try, and two of tjie horfe-militia, to Prince 
John Irubetjkoyj governor of Novogrody 
with orders to march ftraight forward to 
Narva, and poft himfelf fo, as to hinder all 
fuccburs and proVifions from getting into 
the town. 

On the 1 2th, Prince Irubeijkoj, after an 
expeditious march, encamped on the eaft- 
fidc of the river Narva, within a fhort 
league of the town, betwixt it and the 
mouth of the river ; and as he marched by 
Ivanogrodj a party oi Sivedip horfc attacked 
the van-guard of the Rujpans, but were re- 

pulfcd 
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pulied with the lofs of fome few men kill- Book 
cd, and one taken prifoner by the Rujfian IV. 
cavalry, bad as they then were, y^r>r>sj 

On the 13th, Colonel Gordon with his 
regimetit, together, with a battallion of foot 
and four fquadrons of horfe, crofTed the 
river in large boats, (which the enemy it 
fecms had not time to deftroy) marched 
up, before fun-fet, and ported himfclf with- 
in connon-fhot of the town, in the mid- 
dle, as near as he could judge, betwixt the 
river and the town, where he immediately 
intrenched; fo that before break of day, 
the cannon from the place could not hurt 
him much. 

On the 14th, in the afternoon, a^ ^^ 
ftrong party of foot and horfe, came march- from the 
ing out of the garrifon, with defign to at- 8^^*^^^" 
tack the Ruffians. Colonel Gordon no foon- Author's 
er perceived it, than he marched with a command* 
fufficient body againft them, and forced 
them to retire to the town, with' the lofs 
of nine men killed, and four wounded and 
taken prifoners. The Rujfians loft Prince 
Gregory^ a captain of horfe, with fifteen 
more killed and wounded. During this af- 
fair, captain Bower^ who had been detain- 
ed prifoner at large, in Narva, came gal- 
loping over to the Rufians, making a fign, 
by waving a handkerchief; and as he came 
up, declared that he belonged to King j4u- 

Vol. I. T . ^/(/?«J"> 
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Boo Kgujlusy and had been fent by him into 
IV* R-igo^ fome time before the Saxons had in- 

v^^">^"^ vefted that^lace, on private bufinefs: but 
the Swedes not caring to truft fuch peo- 
ple, fent him under a guard to Narva, 
where he was for a Jong time little trufted : 
but at laft, being allowed to march out 
with this party, he took the opportunity 
during the fire, and came over to the Rujft^ 
anSj where he was not altogether trufted nei- 
ther, un til Lieutenant-general Allart came to 
the Rujfian camp. 

On the 1 5th, Prince Irubetjhoy marched 
up with the reft of the body and joined 
Colonel Gordon, and without lofs of time, 
they fell to work at their circumvalladon 
and countervalladon lines, which were com- 
pleated with redoubts, at two hundred 
fathoms diftance, againft the firft of 03(h 
ber. 

On the 17th, Lieutenant-general AUart^ 
an able engineer, arrived at the Ruffian 
camp before Narva, being fent by King 
Augufius, as a proper perfon, to have the 
direction of the^ege: and, upon his de- 
claring, that captain Bower had been em- 
ployed by that King, f to give him informa- 
tion of the ftate of affairs at R^ga^ Bower 
came to be trufted and employed in his Cza- 
rifli majefty's fervice. 

Or 
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On the 1 9th, Lieutenant-general Allart Book 
and Colonel Gordon j together, with feveral IV. 
en^eers ?incf officers, went out to view the ^^-^^"^^V 
fields, three leagues round the camp, and 
found the roads every way impaffable, ex- 
cept at one place, called ^iahagie ; where, 
on their return, Colonel Gordon advifed, 
without lols of time, to raife a fort, and put ' 
fome hundreds of men in it, with a few pie- 
ces of cannon, and he would anfwer for it, that 
the enemy would never come up to attempt 
the relief of the town, but by taking that 
fort ; which they could not eafily do, feeing 
it could always be reinforced from the 
Ruffian camp, but no regard was had to 
this: "for, the Czar himfelf did not believe, 
that it was poffible for the King of Swe- 
den to attempt the relief of the town in 
th^ feafon ot the year, and fo flighted this 
ad\dce. 

On the. 3d of OSober^ the Czar at the 
head of one and twenty battallions of foot, 
and four regiments of horfc-militia, toge- 
ther, with the artillery, ammunition and 
provifions, entered within the lines, having 
croffed the river Narva^ on a ftrong timber- 
bridge, artfully joined together, leaving on 
the other fide, three regiments of infantry, 
with four fquadrons of horfe, to inveft Iva-^ 
nogrod at the fame time. 

T 2 Two 
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Book Two days after, General Weid entered 
IV. . the lines with the reft of the army, amount* 
^J^j^ ing to about ten thoufand foot. In the 
fieged. "jg^t fli? trenches were opened, and two 
different attacks carried on, under the di- 
redion of the Duke of Croj and Lieutenant- 
general Allart: the Duke bemg as yet 
only a vcdunteer, not having got the com- 
mand, until the Generaliflimo, Theodort 
Ai-'xeimch Golovin^ accompanied the Ciar 
to Novogrody which fliall foon be fpoke of. 
On the 6th, in the afternoon, the enemy 
made a fally, but were repulfcd, with the 
lofs of a few men. Baron Bloomberg, the 
Colonel of the guards, commanding in the 
approaches. 

The two attacks were Carried on fo expc- 
ditioufly, that againft the 1 5th, the Batte- 
ries, one of twelve pieces of caimon, and 
two of ten each, together with the bomb- 
battery, played fo vigoroufly, that before 
the end of OHober, the cannon-ball and 
bombs were almoft confumcd, to the great 
mortification of General Allart : for this 
expedition was carried on in fuch a hurry, 
and in fo bad a fcafon of the year, the 
roads being fo deep, that the waggons with 
the ammpnition ftuck fo faft, that the 
horfes were not able to draw them farther ; 
which occafioned his Czarifh majefty to 
employ ail the horfes about Novogrod and 

Tlejko-w, 
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^lefijrwy and at laft, to march himfelf, 6 o o k 
together with Gencraliffimo Gotovin^ and iV. 
his favourite Alexander Menzikoffl to ha- 
ftcn up (together, with the ammunition) 
twelve more regiments of infantry, leaving 
the command to the Duke of Crojy an ab- 
(blute ftranger, who had no time to make 
any alteration in the difpofition of the ar-» 
my, and was but little or nothing aflifted 
by the Ruffian generals : neither had be 
ammunition wherewithal to carry on the? 
fiege ; which was exceeding mortifying^ 
confidering, that they had been already three 
weeks andupwards without aftion. And 
if there had been fufficient ammunition 
from the beginning, the Ruffians had been 
mafters of the place, before it had been 
poffible for the King of Sweden to have come 
up to its relief, which did* not happen till 
the 19th o^ November ; when, being fa- 
voured with a great fall of (how, he formed 
his army into two divifions, carrying on 
the left himfelf againft the right of the 
Ruffians^ where he fuppofed the beft troops 
w«^, and giving the command of the 
right to General Ottovelling. The two 
attacks were made much about one time, 
and were fo fuccefsful, (notwithftanding 
their meeting with greater refiftance, than 
could have been well expefted, from raw, 

unex- 
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Bo OK unexperienced men), t:hat they pierced the 
IV. lines ; where, on the King's attack they ob- 
tained an abfolute viftory, the Rujfians a- 
bandoning the lines without any pofEbility 
of making them (land. The Duke of Crty 
did all that was poflible, till at laft feeing 
matters in ^ this defperate (ituation, he gave 
himfelf up, as did the Colonel of the guards, 
Baron Bloombergs prifoners of war. 

On the right-hand attack, though the 
Swedes entered, and forced the lines, yet 
the Ruffians maintained a fight with them 
until it was dark, and forced th^m to redre 
towards their left, where they fired upon 
one another for fome time, till they dif- 
covered the miftake. The RuJftanSy who, 
were of fufilcient numbers, had they attack^ 
cd more vigoroufly, in the confufion the 
'Swedes were in, might have tore the 
viftory out of the King's hands ; but being 
all new raifed -troops, except the regiment 
of guards, which was of a piece with the 
reft, in having been never cp^ged bpfor^ 
with difciplincd troops, and few good offi- 
cers as yet amongf^ then^, it was no mi- 
racle to fee an army of unexperienced, raw 
troops, confifting of fd>out thirty-four 
thoufand men entrenched, beat by a body 
of about nine thoufand veterans, as good 
troops, and as well commanded as any in 

Europe^ 
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Europe y with fo refolute a Prince at theirBoo K 
head. * ' IV. 

For the Ruffian army, whatever fome 
authors have' amufed the world with, did 
not amount even to the numbers forefaid ; 
confidering, that there ought to be fome al- 
bwance made for the dead, killed and 
wounded, during a (lege of above two 
months ; and likewile, it is to be confidered, . 
that four thoufand men were employed 
from the beginning, on the other fide of 
the river before Ivanogrod^ who could not 
be attacked, nor of uie to thofe who were 
k>^ confequendy, they marched off with their 
artillery, ^c. undifturbed. 

As the right of the Rujjians had been 
forced and routed by the King of Sweden^ 
they fled in multitudes, both foot and horfe, 
to get over the river by the bridge, throng- 
ing upon it without confideration, fo that 
it gave way entirely, and numbers were 
loft. 

The left, by this means, feeing their re- 
treat cut off, the general officers and colo- 
nels 

* Voltaire makes the Ruffian army to coofift of ao hundred 
tfaoufaod men, and the troops at Novogrod fifty thousand ; 
whereas, the whole did not amount to above fifty thouland 
from the beginning, viz, thirty-eight thoufand at the fiege 
of Narva and Ivanogrod^ and twelve thoufand at Novogrod^ 
The author of the memoirs of p€i€r the Great is in the iame 
mifiakc. 
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Book nels met, to confider of what was next to 
IV. be done; where, after fome reafoning to 
and again, it was refolve4 to carry a line 
betwixt the countervallation and circumval- 
lation, as near to the river on the left as 
could contain the troops, and to ftand the 
enemy's attack next day; to raife aod 
ilrengthen the lines on ail fides : for which, 
they had fufficient time, It not being pad 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and, havk^ 
plenty, of provifions, and ammunition e- 
nough, and about twenty-four field-pieces. 
If this dedgn had been followed out, the 
King of Sweden would have thought more 
than once, before he would have ventured 
on a fecond attack, not being able to 
mufter fix thoufand found men the day 
after the battle. 

But as the work was going on, and ad- 
vancing tolerably well, there came an Adju- 
tant from Prince James Dolgorukyj who 
was next in command to the Duke of 
Crqy^ acquainting General Weid^ who com- 
manded on the left, that he, with the other 
generals on the right, had entered into a 
treaty with the enemy ; who had agreed, 
that they altogether, fhould be allowed to 
march home without arms unfearched ; 
which conditions they had accepted of, 
therefore, ordered him to make no farther 
oppofition, but receive the forefaid terms. 

To 
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to which it was ohjefted by the foreign B o o i^ 
colonels ; that it would be ignominous, for IV. 
fo great a body to deliver up their arms to ^--^^xj 
an enemy not above half their number; 
that for their part, they would rather ven- 
ture a fecond attack, were they fure to be 
cut 10 pieces, than fubmit to fuch difho- 
nourable conditions; that befides,^ th^ 
were perfuaded the enemy would allow 
them to march off with artillery, arras, e^c." 
rather than hazard a fecond attack: they 
added, that General Weid could receive no 
orders from Prince Dolgoruky^ a prifoner, 
and \xt thp enemy's hands. But Tf^eid^ 
who was iQade a General, by favour, a 
man of no experience, and who, perhaps, 
had never engaged an enemy before, ad- 
vanced that PrinCe Dolgoruky^ was fupe- 
rior to him in command, whbfe orders he 
durft not difobey; therefore was pofitive, 
he would fubmit to the terms he had agreed 
to ; which were no other (as appeared next 
day) than to furrender at difcretion. For, as 
the Ruffian troops pafled along the front of 
the Swedijh army, which was drawn up in one 
line, to make the greater appearance, they 
detained the generals, colonels, and fome 
others, allowing the reft to march off with- 
out arms. Moft of the foreign officers 
quitted their commands, and (hewed their 
diffent, fo far, that they went off together 
Vol. I. U ' to 
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B o o K to (bme diftance, though they could not 
IV. fhun being made prifoners' of war. 

^^^^-^^ It was not fo furprifing a matter, that the 
Rtijfian Generals went into fo difhonouraUe 
a treaty, as at that time, they had neither 
experience nor refolution. 

The lofs the Ruffians fuflained on this oc- 
cafion, amounted tp about twelve thoufand 
men killed in the field and drowned in the re- 
treat ; eighteen thoufand marched off difarm- 
ed ; four thoufand of the Novogrodjh and 
^lejkow'fp cavalry, knowing the country, 
crofTed the river, fome leagues above the town, 
and got fafe to Tlefkow^ which, together 
with the four thoufand that had inverted 
Ivanogrod, make the Rnjftan army to amount 
in whole, from the beginning, to thirty-eight 
thoufand men. The Swedes had about 
two thoufand five hundred killed and 
wounded. 

The Duke ofCroy^ and Lieutenant-general 
^llart^ together with the foreign colonels, 
the . morning before the Swedes came up, 
propofed to march out, without the lines, 
a body of fifteen thoufand men, with 
twenty-four ficld-picces, covered in their 
front and flanks, with turn-pikes, or che- 
vaux de frtfe : which, if the Rujftan gene- 
rals had agreed to, it is very probable, 
the King of Sweden (who certainly in this 
event, would have attacked) might have 

run 
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run a very great rifquc, and loft at leaft the B o o k 
half, if rtot the whole of his army, be- . IV. 
fore he could have forced the Rufians» y^^^^ 
For doubtlefs, in that fituation, they would 
have ftood better to it, than it was poflibic 
for them to do within their lines, but no 
arguments could prevail. 

The Czar being at Novogrod^ ready to 
march with twelve regiments of foot, to* 
gether with fufficiency of ammunition to 
carry on the fiege ; on hearing of the defeat 
and difafter of his army, was much ftruck 
at firft ; but recoUefting himfelf, faid, * I 

* know very wxU, the Swedes^ will fpr fome 

* time beat us, but at length, we may learn 

* to beat them.' 

Here, in my opinion, the King of S-we^ 
den^ committed his firft over-fight, in al- 
lowing the eighteen thoufand difarmed 
Rujftans to return to their own country ; 
he might have keeped them all jprifoners 
of war, (having furrendered at dilcretion), 
and have di{perfed them over the whole 
kingdom of Sweden amongft the farmers, 
where they might have been of ufe, and la- 
boured for their bread. Befides, in this 
aftion of Narva, they learned fomething of 
the art of war ; and, confequently, were 
much better than any new levies could be. 
There were alfo fufficient provifions in 
the Rujfian camp, to have fupported that 

TI 2 number, 
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B6 OK number, for more than three rnond^ 
IV. • But this hot, young Prince, in all the ac- 
^'^^^r^^ tions where he commanded himfclf, was 
pieafed with the viftory, and would not 
allow his troops to purfue after the enemy; 
faying, *If we kill them all, there wHl be an 
* end of fighting/ 

After this unlucky affair, the Czar feared 
nothing fo much, as that the king of 
' Sweden fhould have marched at the head 
of a numerous army into his country, d- 
ther againft N$vogrod or Tleskow ; neither 
of which could have held out a long (kgc, 
being exceeding great towns, full of peo- 
ple, and not well fortified ; but the moft 
plentiful country, and beft inhabited of 
all R'ujfta. 
The Czar But as foon -as the Ciar perceived, that 
takes mca- the King of Sweden dircfted his march to- 
rc^riig'^ waids "Poland, he became eafy; fell upon 
his lofs. meafures to raife and difcipline a Numerous 
army ; and iflued out fome time after, a 
manifefto, inviting into his country and fcr- 
\4ce, foreigners of all nations, who had 
fcrved, and underftood military affairs; ap- 
pointing them large faljeries, together, wiA 
Advancement to a higher commifllon at 
their entry ; which fucceeded fo well, that 
multitudes repaired to him. 

But, to return to the King of S-weden^ 
he, in my humble opinion, committed at 

this 
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diis time, his fecond and main over{igfat:BooK 
for, if he had marched into Ruffia^ ^ at the iV. 
head of thirty thoufand Swedes^ which he ^•^^'^ 
could have done, with the greateft cafe fana- J ^S' 
ginable ; the Czar rouft have gone into his defe% ei^ 
terms. For fuch an army, to well com- ^^* 
manded, with (b refblute a Prince at its 
head, was able to have cut to pieces, aU 
that the Czar could pebbly have ofpofed 
to them. 

The Rujjians as yet, had no military ge- 
nius, no, not their gentry, far lefs their 
commonality; and then, had he left Gene*- 
ral Levifij (who was killed Ibme dme after, 
at his fide near Thorn\ or fome other able 
General, whereof he had not a few, €o» 
gether with a body of twelve or fifteen 
thouiand Swedes, to have kept King jiu^ 
gnftus in play, he had ended matters with ^ 
the Czar in one campaign* For the Rufians 
lofing one battle, which they could not 
well have avoided, mud have allowed the 
enemy poireflion of the beft part of their 
country; fince, excepting rJtfoognd and 
TlefhrtVy there was not one place of 
any ftrength to ftop their march to the 
capital, which was quite open too, and the 
cahle not defended : by thefe means, the 
King of Sweden might have tore this 
empire to pieces. * Princefs Sophia, was ftill 
alive, and had a ftrong party, who would 

have 
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Bo OK have joined him to a man, pardcularly, 
ly. the old-foidiers, the Strelitzesj whom the 
Czar had broke and difgraced about a 
year before ; after this, what could he not 
have done. 

But this generous, young Prince, had no 
regard to the maxims of his predecefTors, 
who,- never: would continue a war againft 
Ruffiuy above a year or two at moft: but 
as toon as they were ready for a new war, 
always cut them to pieces, and then clap- 
ped up a new peace. Never, any had it, 
in their power, to much, to get advantage- 
ous terms, as Charles XII. But he, with- 
out regard to intereft or policy, (his idol 
being honour), imagined, that Hnce he had 
given a check to the Danesy and routed 
the Ruffians at Narva^ (whom, to his great 
misfortune, he had, but too much defpifed) 
he muft next attack King Augujlus. In or- 
der thereto, he marches in the fpring, 
eroding the DuinCj near Riga ; attacks and 
defeats the Saxons^ commanded by marfhal 
Stenaw and Prince Ferdinand of Courland; 
then marches through that country mto Li- 
thuania; where, beingjoined by Count *Si7/f- 
ga^ and other difaffeftcd ^oleSy he lays 
down the plan of dethroning King Au- 

He had it ftill in his power, to have 
taken r^ght meafures againft Rujia, there 

beirfg 
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being no time lofl: he could have marched Book 
with a fufficient army againft ^leskoWj IV. 
and taken it; then continued his march 
towards Mo/cow and fettled with the Czar. 
For, the Ruffians at this time, were not 
much improved, there being neither arm);, 
officers nor generals, capable to lead them 
agamil the Swedes. Sheremetoff^ was the 
only officer the C^ar could reckon upon; 
and he had never had to do with any but 
Tartars. The man was brave indeed ; but 
underftood little or nothing of difcipline, till 
the frequent occafions be had to oppqfe the 
Swedes^ gave him fome tin^re thereof. 



End of the Fourth Book. 
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IN the b^inning of the year 1701, thcg^^i^ 
Dutchj and other foreign mmiftens ufed y 
their utmoft endeavours, to incline t|ie v>>rv/ 
Czar to make peace with Sweden ; which »7oi. ' 
Charles XIL would the more willingly have 
gone into, that he might be the better ^ 
revenged on King ^ugujlus^ who he knew, 
was the firft projeftor and promoter of this 
war. But the Czar would by no means 
hearken to a peace, unlefs the King of 
Swedejtj would reftore to him the province 
of Ligriay which had been formerly a part 
of the Rujftan empire, and had given the 
firft fovereigns to Rujfta: for this was the 
Vol. I. X true 
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Book true caufe of the war ; and not as was al- 
V. leged, the 'affront the Czar met with at 
^'^y^^ Riga. Befides, he threatened, that if 
the maritime powers joined his enemies a- 
gainft him or his allies, not only to con- 
fifcate all the goods belonging to the mer- 
chants of thefe nations, but to deftroy en- 
tirely their trade ; declaring he would not en- 
ter into any terms of peace without the 
confent of his allies. 

He fent a minifter into Poland, to per- 
fwade the republic to join, and go heartily 
with their King into the war againft Swe- 
den ; which the ^oles would by no means 
agree to, unlefs his Gzarifh maiefty reftor- 
cd to the republic the towns of Kiow and 
Smolenjkoy which had been taken from them 
by his predcceflbrs in former wars. This, 
the Czar thought very unreafonable, feeing 
he had obliged himfelf to fupport them with 
men and money, to recover Livoma. 

In the mean time, King Auguftus^ with 

his Saxon troops, take^ poffeffion v^f Rad- 

'^^^ ^^^2;/W(?^and Birzen m Lithuania. On the 

Kkig^Au'^^^^^ February, the Czar and he met 

guftus. at the laft named place, where they not 

only renewed their alliance, but laid do\^Ti 

new meafures, to profecutc the war with 

vigour: King Auguftus undertaking to 

furnifh the Czar with a good many thou- 

fand difciplined Germans^ in exchange for 

the 
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the like number of Rufians. The two Bo o ic 
princes continued together till the 14th V. 
of March. The Czar endeavoured all he ^^^^^v/ 
could, to perfwade feveral of the ^olijk 
fenacors to enter into their King's mea<- 
fiircs, and at the fame time, m order to ful* 
fit his part, he caufed march twenty thoiH 
iand of his troops into Lithuania to join 
the Saxons ; but neither the CtM nor thetf 
own King coutd prevail, nofwhhfhmding 
the advantageous offers his Czarifh majefty 
ffiade them, of annexing all Livonia to the 
crown of ToUmdy to maintswn an arjAy in 
dieir fenoce, and to advance inftantly two 
millions of rix-doUars ; they remained fted* 
fcft not to break wkh Sv^ien. 

The Czar fent alfo an AmbafTador this 
year into Denmark^ to pet^de the Danes 
CO make an irruption mtoSchoneny tQ which 
he promifed to contribute all fee could. 
But the King of Denmark cKd not think 
it dme, riierefore, would wait for a more 

proper occafion; • 

Oh the I jth of July, a fire hroke OQt m a grca^ 
lh€ imperial pakce and in the cky ofJ^^J;^ 
Mojkowy which conramcd feveral thomianas 
of houfes, and burft f he great bell, called, 
tvan VeMj^ which felt to the ground Its 
weight was computed to be about thrA 
hufkired and fifty-fix centners ; it was cwen^^ 
ty feet wide, upwards of two feet dftkk^ and 

X z twenty 
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Book twenty fathcnns in circumference ; the Czar 

V. caufed enlarge it to four Hundred centners, 

\^^ and built an immenfly ftrong fteeple to 

eels in li. Marfhal Sheremetoff'y in the beginning of 
fpma, September^ marched into Livoniay with an 
army of twenty thoufand foot and Dra- 
goons, befides Coffacks ; he defeated feveral 
Hnall bodies of the enemy, particularly 
at Rappifiy where the Swedes were cut to 
pieces; but at Ranch the Ruffians were re* 
pulfed with confiderable lofs. Ncverthelefej 
General CrinforL who commanded in that 
cotintry, for want of fufficient troops, was 
not able to keep the field. 

The Czar taking the opportunity, after 
the King of Sweden had paUed the Duina^ 
and beat the Saxons in Courland^ ordered 
Marfhal Sheremetoff to march with all the 
' troops under Itis^ command, and fall upon 
Major-general Slepenback^ who lay in and 
about Uerpty with a body of feven thou- 
fand horfe and foot, where a iharp ai- 
counter enfued. The RuJfianSf eager' to 
revenge their defeat at Rauch^ attacked 
furioufly ; fo that after a difpute, for the 
fpace of an hour, the Swedes were totally 
defeated: the Ruffians purfucd them a- 
bove a league, cutting down and taking 
prifoners: their wJioie artillery, bag- 
gage, ammunition, with feven .hundred pri- 
foners 
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fbncrs remaining to the viftprs. The Book 
Swedes loft on this occafion, about one V. 
thoufand killed, and had near as many ^^^^^''^^^ 
wounded \ the Rujftans were indeed three 
to one againft the Swedes. 

In the beginning of the year 1 702, the ^^^ 
Czar publifhed a declaration, offering great 
encouragement to foreigners of all nations 
who underftood military affairs and had 
fcrvcd fbme time, to enter into his (ervice. 

Staroska Oginsky^ was reinforced with a 
body of five thousand Kufftans^ to enable 
him to aft againft Count Sapeya^ who, to- 
gether with other dMcontented T^oles^ had 
declared for the King of Swedeiu 

The Czar marched into Ingria at thoxheCza 
head of forty thoufand men, took Ma- marcbci 
runburgh and lamgorody two fmall places,*"^? ^ 
which he enlarged and fortified. The 
Swedes having but few troops in that part of 
the country, were able to make but littler 
refiftance; for Major-general Slepenback^ 
who meditated nothing but revenge, had 
gathered all the forces in the country *to- 
gether, both regular troops and militia, in 
order to oppofe Mvfhal Sheremetofl\ vho 
had marched from ^leskow with an army of 
about twenty thoufand foot and dragoons, 
with defign to give him battle. The Swedes 
were ftill pofleffed with the opinion, that. 
one Swfdf was able to beat five Rufianxy 

giving 
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Book gMng out over all, that they had iie?^r 
V. been beat but by fuch uneqbal force as 
ten againfl: one. They in^nced the af- 
fair at Raticbj where a handftd of Sii/edes 
repulfcd numbers of Rujfians ; fo that Ma- 
jor-general Slepenback not only teSolvcd to 
ftand his ground, but to advance and attack 
the enemy, in order thereto, he command- 
ed out a party of three hundred hor£t K> 
incommode them. This party on the i Sth 
encountered a party of eight hundred 
Ruffian dragoons, (commanded by G)k>nd 
Fafltnan) which Lieutenant-colonel Caul- 
hars (who commanded the Swedes) attack- 
ed fo vigorouily, that he put them in di£)f- 
der, and forced them to retiie with die lofs 
of fifty men or thereabout. The Swedes 
Ukewife had fome men killed, amoi^ 
whom was Major Rofe. 

On the ipth, the RujffioH army marched 
towards StagriltZy and came in fight of tiie 
enemy, who were encamped there. Upon 
Gcnferal Slepenback's • having crofied the 
finall river Embach^ he advanced towards die 
Rujfians ; but having obferved thdr couo- 
tpnances and numbers, he thought fit e^ 
repafs the Embach and form his corps lo 
the bed; advantage in hia formcF camp, 
after having demo4iflied the bridge; bat Ac 
river was quite dry, fo tliat l^ Marfliat 
had only ufe for fome few fafcines lo carry 

over 
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over the artillery; which being done in Bo ok 
light of the Swedes^ he marched up in or* V. 
der of battle aeainft them. General Sle- ^yy^sj 
fenback had allowed the Ruffians to ad-j^^f 
vance fo near, that there was no retreating ; j/^^r/te. 
(b that he made the ^ attack, and did it fo 
vigoroudy, that he put the left wing in- 
to fome diforder, and became mafter of 
fosne cannon: but Marfhal Sheremetoffy 
after having reinforced it, attacked the 
Sivedes with fuch relblution, that after 
little more than an hour's difpute, they 
were fo overpowered, that the Ruffians 
not only regained the cannon they had loft 
at the firft on(et, but made themfelves ma- 
tters of the whole Swedijh artillery, and 
pufhed them fo on all hands, that General ^^ 
Slepenhack feeing the day irrecoverably loft, Swdes 
retreated with the remains of his army after defeated 
the bcft manner he could, and never halt- ****"* 
ed dll he got under the cannon of jPer- 
ncnv ; and on his retreat fet fire to a maga- 
gine of provifions, left it ihould fall into 
the enemy's hands. 

In this battle there was about two thou- 
(and of the Swedes killed, and fome more 
than a thoufand wounded and taken pri- 
(bners ; amongft whom, were General-ad- 
jutant Count Levenhaupt^ and Lieutenant- 
colonel Horn^ with about twenty captains 
and fobaltems. ' The Ruffians fuftained 

greater 
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BooKgfeater lofs, having above four thouland 
IV. men killed and wounded, but no officer of 

^^^r^ diftinftion. General Slepenback'% army, by 
the Rujfian account, amounted to above nine 
thoufand men, though- the Swedes do not 
allow them to have been much above five; 
but they certainly were more. When the 
Czar got the accounts of this \dftory, he 
faid, * Go D be praifed, we are come die 

* length to beat the Swedes double to (ingle; 
^ who tnows but in a few ycarb more, wc 

* may able to deal with them on c^iial 

* terms ? * 

T he Czar after this viftory had thoughts 
at firft of befieging Derpt^ but it was put off 
at this time, partly on account of the late- 
nefs of the feafon j as alfo, of the bad ac- 
counts they had from Poland. Fqr though 
his Ruffian majefty was fuccefsful on his part, 
yet his ally King Augufius was lofing 
King Au' ground unaccountably ; for with an army 
guftus dt. of thirty-two thoufand Toles and Saxm^ 
by^ the ^^ '^^^ entirely defeated at Cletchoff by the 
Swdes^ King of Sweden^ whofe army did not a- 
mount to above fixteen thoufand: the Duke 
of Holjlein was killed by a cannon-ball in 
the firft onfet. The Czar however pufhed 
his point without lofe of time; he ordered 
Marfhal Sheremetoff to march into Ingria^ 
and befiege a ftrong and important fort 
called Notteburgh ; which he inverted on the 

22d 
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22cl oi September^ and againfl: the 5th of Boo k 
Oclober^ having made fufficient breaches, the V. 
attack was led on by Colonel Count James ^^^^^^^ 
Gordon^ who was twice rcpulfed with con- 
fiderable lofs ; but on the third aflault the 
commandant caufed beat the chamade, in 
order to capitulate, having neither men nor ,, 
ammunition to hold out longer. ^^^^^ fur. 

The articles of capitulation were as fol- renders to 
lows; that the commandant, Lieutenant- ^*; ^''•^' 
colonel Slepenbacky with the whole garrifon, 
officers and foldi^rs, flipuld march out 
through the breach with their pieces loaded, 
drums beating, colours flying, four pieces 
of cannon, with thirteen charges each ; bag 
and baggage, (ick and wounded, together 
with their wives and children to be convey- 
ed fafe to Narva^ with provifions for eight 
days. 

The gaining of thefc' two battles at 
Derpt and Stagriltz^ together with the tak- 
ing bf this important place, gave the Czar 
no fmall pleafui;e; arid to encourage his 
troops to behave always well, he gratified 
the officers and foldiers who had been 
wounded on thefc occafions. The Czar made 
a prefent of a thoufand rubles to Count Gor- 
don^ who had received a flight wound in the 
ancle, to inferior officers according to their 
rank,, and to .every foldier one ruble. His 
majefty caufed forthwith repair the breaches, 
Vol. I. Y adding 
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B o Q K adding fome more fortifications, and chang* 
V. ing its name from Nottcburgh to Sluffel- 
^■"^^^^^ burgh^ as fignifying the key to that coun* 
try. 

In the year 1703, the Czar took the 

field early, cantonned his troops in the 

month of March^ and about the ioth of 

^pril^ brought the army together, then 

marched, and invefted another fmall, but 

important place, called Nyen-Chance^ which 

^jjg (^j^j^r furrendered on the 14th oi May. The 

under- commodious fituation of this place made 

takes the ^j^^ Czar refolve to ereft on it a coilfiderable 

st.Vif/fr/- town, with a ftrong citadel, confifHng of 

burgh, fix royal baftions, together with good opt- 

1703- works ; this he fbon put ia execution, and 

called it St. Tetersburgh^ which is now 

cfteemed fo ftrong, that it will be Icarccly 

poffible for the Swedes ever to take it* by 

force. 

As he was digefting the fcheme of this, 
his favourite town, which he defigned not 
only for the place of his refidencc, but the 
principal harbour for his (hipping, as hav- 
ing a communication with the fea by the 
. TiverNjeft; having duly obferyed and found- 
cd it all over, he found it would be a very na^ 
tural projeft to ereft a fort in the iflc oppofite 
to the ifland ofRatu/ary ; which for a whole 
league over to the land is not above four 
feet deep. This is a moft curious work 

(carcely 
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fcarccly to be matched. He went about it B o o k 
in winter, in the month of November^ V. 
when the ice was fo ftrong, that it could v^vnj 
bear any weight, caufing carry materials, 
(uch as timber, ftone, 6*^. The foundation 
was laid thus : trees of about thirty feet in 
length, and about fifteen inches thick, were 
taken and joined artfully together into 
chefts ten feet high ; thefe chefts were fill- 
ed with ftone? of great weight, which funk 
down through the fea, and made a very 
(olid foundation, upon which he raifed hi$ 
fort, called Cronftat^ which contains a gar- 
rifbn of three hundred men and feventy 
pieces of cannon ; about two hundred ^- 
thorns diftant from the ifland Ratufaty^ 
AKrhere there is alfo erected another (b'ong 
fort, with a tolerable finall town called 
Cronburgh^ where the fea-officers are com- 
monly lodged. Betwixt Crcnjiat and Cron^ 
hurgh is all fea, deep only in the n^iddle, a- 
bout thirty fathoms broad, (b that Ihips of 
great burthen can pafs only one after ano- 
ther: thefe two forts fecure St. Teterf- 
burgh from any infuh by fea, and make 
. it perhaps, one of the beft and fafeft har- 
bours in the known world. The work 
gave no fmall umbrage to the Swedes. 
In carrying materials for it, there were 
upwards of eight thoufand horfes deftroy- 
cd, and near as many men. 

Y z ' This 
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Book This year the Czar altered the coin all 

V. over Rujfia : before there had been nothing 

^^^^^ but copecks and half-copecks, which is pence 

dttircd?"*^^^ half-pence, of good filver and full 
weight; the rix-doUars and ducats were 
foreign coin: he called into the mint all 
the old coin, ft ruck new copecks and half- 
copecks, a fourt-part lefs in weight than the 
former, tho' of the fame value in the coun- 
try ; and to encourage his people to bring 
in the old coin, he gave a hundred and 
ten rubles of the new for a hundred of 
the old ; by which means he brought into 
• his treafury fifteen per cent of all the cur- 
rent coin in the nation. Then he caufed 
ftrike * ruble, half-ruble, and quarter-ruWc 
pieces ; alfo grivens, half-grivens, and three- - 
penay pieces in filver ; halfpennies and far- 
things in copper. He caufed alfb ftrike 
ducats of the lame weight and value as the 
Imperialy Hungarian and Turkijh ones. 

This enabled the Czar to pay the fo- 
reign ofKcers of all ranks who had enter- 
ed in great numbers into his fervice. For 
tho' this empire be very extenfive, yet the 
revenues are but fmall, fcarce amounting 
to two millions fterling. But the Czar has 
to the amount of many millions more of 

real 

* A ruble IS an hundred, and a griven ten copecks ; th^ 
value being diminifhcd one-fourth part in foreign coouncrcCjt 
bcfidcs the exchange. 
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real fubftantlal efFefts, having large eftatesBooK 
over the whole empire, which furnifh him IV. 
wherewithal to maintain his armies and ^^^"^^ 
fleets. There are magazines not only on 
the frontiers, but alfo over the whole 
country; befides the rivers being all na- 
vigaT^le, he can tranfport proviflons from 
one comer of the empire to the * other. 

King Auguflus had endeavoured fome time 
before to procure, if not a general, a fepa- 
rate peace, to which the King of Trujfia offer- 
ed his mediation, but all in vain. The King King Au^ 
of Sweden declared, that he could put no^^*"'« 
confidence either in the King of Toland or f^-'^j^* 
the Czar, they having broke faith to him peace, 
already ; therefore that he would make the 
beft of it, and endeavour to bring both 
riiefe princes fb low, that he could not be 
affiaid of any difturbance from them for 
the time to come. Then King Augujlus 
fell upon another expedient, which was to 
fend his then favourite lady, the Countefs 
of KontngCmark into the King of Siveden\ 
camp ; a perfbn of as much wit and beau^ 
ty as any ; judging it impoflible, j;hat the 
King of Sweden could refift her charms: 
but in this he was alfo miflaken, for the 
young Prince was fo far proof againft them, 
that he would not fo much as fee her ; fo 
ihc was obliged to return to Wavfaw, 
laying, * That Ihe believed the King of 

' Sir c den 
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Book* Sweden was af&aid of no-body but her ' 
V. The Czar when he came to be mformcd of 
^^^"^^^ thisfcheme, conceived fuch an efteem for 
the King of Sweden that he retained it 
ever after; and blamed his ally King Au- 
gujius for making ufe of fuch poor expedi- 
ents. 

On the nth of June^ Major-general 
Cronfort ordered a party of eight hundred 
grenadiers and dragoons, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Tiefenhaufen^ to fall upon 
a body of RuJJians pofted in the village 
Lake^ who had not got time to fornfy 
themfelves before the Swedes mzAb thdr 
attack, which was \agorou8, and as refb- 
lutely oppofed for a time, untill the Kuffi- 
. ans being overpowered, were forced to quit 
, the village and retire to their boats ; but 
not before General Cronfort came up with 
two thoufand men more to reinforce the 
Colonel. In the retreat, the Ruffians loft 
a few men, as alfo their boats which the 
Swedes fet fire to. 

In the beginning of Julyy Marfhal Sheer- 

^^*off^ getting intelligence that General 

Cronfort ftood encamped at a place called 

Sijierbeck with about three or four thou- 

Thc Ruf- fsind men, marched in the evening with a 

/tfwgrow much fuperior number of Ruffians^ came up 

^Tb ^^^ attacked them by break of day, when 

war. after fome more than an hour's difpute the 

Swed(s 
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S-wedes left the field. General Cro^JortBo ok 
had tlie precaution as the enemy firft ap- V. 
pcared, to fend off his artillery and baggage, v>orv> 
then his infantry ; and at lail^ was oUt^d 
to retire himfelf with the cavalry, ha\ing 
loft about an hundred and fifty men killed 
and taken prifoners. The Ruffians did not 
lofc fifty men on this occafion. The Swe- 
dijh General retired towards Wiburgh^ nine, 
leagues diftant from the field of battle, much 
furprized to fee the Ruffians attack with fo 
much bravery and in (o good order. 

The Czar was all this time much taken 
up with his projcft at St. ^etersburgh and 
Cronjlat^ and refolved tokeep the enemy at 
fo great a diflance, that they might not give 
any diihirbance to thefe works. 

After this fuccefsful campaign, his Czarifh 
majefty entefed the city of Mofccrw in 
triumph, caufing the prifoners to march two 
and two through the whole city. 

The republic of Voland notwithftanding 
all the endeavours their King and the Czar 
could ufe, could not as yet be perfuaded to 
enter into an alliance againft Sweden. 

The Tartars this year, finding that the 
Rujftans had fo much work upon their 
hands, caufed their deputie at the Torte 
demand that they might be allowed to make 
incurfions into Rujfia; which they faid 
woiild oblige the Czar to rcftorc ^foph to 

the 
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Book the Turks ^ and make him pay the yearly tri- 
V. Bute the former Czars were wont to pay to the 

^-'^^'^^ Chams: they demanded alfo, that their 
Cham fhould be continued for life. The 
^orte was influenced by the prime Vifier, 
and only granted that their Cham fhould be 
continued for life. 



End of the Fifth Book. 
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IN the year 1704, a new King was cleft- Bo o K 
ed in Toland: the eleftion was concerted VI. 
and carried on by the King of Sweden j to- v.^^v>^ 
gether with the Primate and a few Tolijh xht'^Klnff 
ienators, who went moft of them into it ra- ofSnueden 
ther by force than inclination, the Primate rcfolvcs to 

!_• nj 11" ^ • 1 c dethrone 

being an unfteady truckling kind or man, Auguflm. 
who feemed rather to be for no King at all. 
The enterprifing King of Sivedetiy never 
imagining that it could be poffiblc for him- 
felf to fall into advcrfity, was much taken 
with his fcheme of dethroning kings, and 
difpoftng of kingdoms, not regarding at the 
fanve time what he was daily loilng at home : 
Vol. I. Z for. 
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B o o K for he doubted not, but when he came to 
VL treat with the Czar at his capital, he would 
^^>^"-"^' get all thcfe towns reftorcd witli intereft. 

The Czar, to put a ftop to this defigned 
The Czar elcftion, wTOte a letter to the republic, ex- 
Uic^rcpub. Porting, encouraging, and even threatening 
lie. ' them to continue firm to their King, who 
had been duly elcfted, and whom he (aid 
he would fupport with all his power, as he 
was obliged by treaty and brotherly love; 
with a great deal more to that purpofe. 
This letter had fuch efFeft, that of forty 
fenators who had fubfcribed to the dethron- 
ing Augujius the evening before, only 
twenty-fix adhered to it next day. 

After thefe refolutions, King Augujius 
being fupported by the confederacy of *Sj«- 
domtr, kept no more meafures wkh that 
of Warfaiv. The great General of the 
crown, Fineafky^ together with the crown- 
army adhered to the King, after having left 
the confederates of JPa^faWj where he 
found that matters did not go to his mind. 
■The Gzar The Czar and King Augujius entered into 
and King a new alliance, by which it was ftipulate, 
^^«>^ that there fhould be an ofFcnfivc and defen- 
new alii- five league betwixt the two monarchs and 
ance. the republic of y<9/^//^, fo long as die w^ar 
continued; that the one fhould not make 
peace without the other's approbation ; that 
the' places in the Tolip Ukraine occupied by 

Colonel 
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Colonel Tallj^ fhould be reftored ; alfo, Book 
that the Czar fhould yield to the republic, VL 
without any limitation, all ^oliJI) Livonia^ v^<v>^ 
in cafe they could conquer it ; and that he 
fhould furnifli and maintain on his own 
charge, twelve thoufand men in the fervice 
of the King and the republic, with artillery 
and ammunition in proportion; that he 
ihould pay the two millions formerly men- 
tioned, befides what he fhould advance 
to the King; and, that when the King of 
Sweden fhould be forced out of Tolandy 
the King and republic, fhould carry the 
war into Sweden in conjunftion with the 
Czar. 

The King of Denmark j who had obfer- 
ved an cxaft neutrality fince the treaty of 
Travendaly being urged by the Czar and 
King AuguJiuSy to make a defcent on Scho- 
jnen^ declared that he was willing to enter 
into a new alliance, and was mdking pre- 
parations thereto, but did not think it as 
yet a proper occafion to aft openly ; the 
King of Sweden having ftill a ftrong body 
of troops in that country. 

The Czar having augmented his armies 
confiderably, opened the campaign with the 
fiegc of Narva and Derpt^ having made pre- 
parations for that end during ' the winter. 
In the beginning of j4prily Narva was in- 
vcflcd both by land and water, fevcral bat- 

Z 2 teric3 
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Book teries being raifed on the fide of the river to 
VI. hinder fuccours from getting in to the town ; 
i^^'T^j fo that Vice-admiral de Trow^ who had on 
board a thoufand men, with provifions for 
the garrifon, was forced to return to Vi- 
burgh. The Sivedip generals omitted no- 
thing that was in their power to divert the 
Czar from his defign on thcfe towns, but 
they had not ftrength ; fo all their cndea- 
Narva vours proved inefFeftual. The Cege of JVizr- 
%TdDerpfva was carried on by Marfhal Ogilvie^ an 
inycUcd. ^jj experienced officer, and that of Derft 
by Marfhal Sheremetoff: both thcfe Cegcs 
were going on at the fame time, but the 
Czar confidering the difficulties they would 
meet with in becoming mafters of Derpt^ 
fo long as the Swedes were mafters of the 
Tipus fea, where Commodore Lo/cher had 
about twelve or fifteen fmall veflels well e- 
quipped, (but had imprudently retired du» 
ring the winter, within the river Embacb) 
ordered a great number of boats to ft:op the 
mouth of that river, and to place them- 
felves behind the fmall ifland Terkafaty : he 
then poftcd ftrong bodies of foot on each 
fide the river ; fo notwithftanding the Com- 
modore's attempting to get to fea, his fhips 
Commo- were taken one after another. Lofcher in 
^//r\dcf ^^^P^^^' and refolving not to be a (peftator 
pc'ritc ac- ^^ ^ difaftcr occafioned by his own folly, fct 
tion. fife to the powder, and blew himfelf up 

with 
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with all on board. The Rujfians gained Book 
this eafy viftory on the 4th of May^ and VI. 
became not only mafters of the Tipus fea, 
but alfo of the river Embach : there were 
five hundred Swedes made prifoners on this 
occadon, and about one hundred killed* 
The Rujfians did not lofe twenty men. 

All difficulties being removed, the fiege 
went on in form, and three attacks were carri- 
ed on againft the i ft of June : the comman- 
dant of Derpty Colonel Skjte^ caufed fet the 
fuburbs on fire, and prepared for a vigorous 
defence. The attacks were carried on in 
prcfence of the Czar, who went from Nar^ 
va to Derpty and from Derpf to Narva^ 
dire^ing at the fame time both fleges ; and 
fometimes would pafs to St. Tetersburgh^ 
his favourite town, of which, by this time the 
foundations were laid, and the works going 
on with all poffible expedition. 

On, the 24th of May^ Narva was formal- 
ly befieged, having been inverted for above 
a month before: the Governor, Baron Horny 
(cnt a letter to General Slepenbacky defiring 
immediate fuccours; which falling into 
Marfhal Ogilvie\ hands, he made ufc of the 
following ftratagem, which fuccceded tole- 
rably well. Having taken from the Swedijh 
prifoners all their livery-coats, (which are 
of remarkable colours, a dark blue, faced 
up with yellow) he caufed march out of the 

camp 
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Book camp, under the filencc of the night, (bmc 
VI. more than two thoufand Ruffians cloathed 
^■^'^^^V after this manner, who the next morning by 
break of day were to make a falfe attack on 
the left-hand of the Rujfian lines, giving the 
fignal direfted in the letter : they did fo ; and 
the Governor not doubting but it was fiic- 
cours fent him by General Slepenbacky or- 
dered out of the garrifon two hundred horfci 
and eight hundred foot, to facilitate thdr 
entry ; but the horfe coming up at full gal- 
lop, fell into the ambufcade the Marflial 
had laid for them, and were all cut to pie- 
ces or taken prifoners. The foot, who were 
commanded by Colonel Loade^ difcovering 
the fallacy, retired in all hafte within the 
covert- way, thence into the town; where 
Loade acquainted the Governor that the 
Kufftans had impoled on him, and that 
he had no fuccours to expeft. 

Major-general Slepenback was all this 
time under Reval with three regiments of 
horfe and dragoons, amounting to about 
two thoufand four hundred men; and left 
he fliould attempt to fend in fuccours to the 
befieged, Marlhai Ogilvie ordered Major- 
general Retin with fix regiments of dragoons 
to fall upon him; which Rcnn did fo fuc- 
cefsfully, that he difperfed them, and took 
about fix hundred prifoncfs:^ General 
Skpenhack clcap^d to Reval ^viih about four 

hundred 
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hundred of his body, the reft being ciit to g o o K 
pieces. Renn eame up with this body about VI. 
break of day, fo that he was in amongft v>^w^ 
them (tho' their horfes were all ready 
(addled) before they could retire, and had 
the precaution to order a thoufand of his 
party to get in behind them, and endeavour 
to cut off their retreat. 

The two fieges advanced equally; but 
Derpt being the weakeft place lurrendered 
firft, Marfhal Sheremefoff^ having with fuch 
expedition carried on the attacks, that a- 
gainft the 1 4th of June the batteries played 
with fuch fucccfs, that upwards of five hun- 
dred bombs had been thrown into the 
town. On the 2 2d, the befieged made a 
lally both with horfe and foot, but were 
repulfed with the lofs of a Captain and 
twenty men, befides their commander Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Branty who was wounded 
and taken prifoner. 

On the 29th, being the Czar's birth-day, 
the batteries played iharper than before ; fo - 
that by this time, two thoufand bombs had 
been thrown into the place. On the 3d of 
July in the afternoon, a great part of the 
town was fet on fire, occafioned by the fire- 
balls: to the 7tli, they continued firing 
from batteries of twenty-four guns and ele- 
ven rfiortars on the Ruffian port, which 
was entirely ruined, and a breach made, up 

wards 
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Book wards of twenty fathoms wide : againft the 
VL nth, the batteries being much enlarged, 
fufficient troops were ordered for the 
alTautt, which was carried on from nine 
o'clock at night, till next morning ; the be- 
fiegers having made themfelves mafters of 
the ravaline before the faid port. The Ruf- 
Jians were in ufe of making fuch attacks in 
the night-time, which M arihal Ogilvre, a- 
mong the other good things he introduced 
into that fervice, made them alter. Then, 
a general afTault was refolved on; but the 
Governor feeing an impoffibility of holding 
out longer, fent out to Colonel Ridder^ 
who commanded in the approaches, de- 
manding the following articles : 

I tno^ * That the Governor, together with 
the whole garrifon. (hould be allowed to 
march out through the breach, with pieces 
loaded, drums beating and colours flybg; 
ten brafs guns, with thirteen charges each ; 
bag and baggage, their wives, children and 
fervants, fick and wounded ; together with 
a month's provifions, and carriages to tranf- 
port thofe who were not able to march. 
* 7.do^ That the officers, and others who 
could not carry off their eflfefts, fhould be 
allowed to fell or depofite them into fafe 
hands, until they found an occafion to 
tranfport or otherwife difpofe of them. 

' pio. That 
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3//(?, * That neither officer nor foldier, Book 
man, woman, or child, not even thofe who VI. 
for crimes were arrefted and confined in v.^^>^"^ 
prifon, ihould be enticed away or carried 
off by the Ruffians. , * 

/^Oy * That the Governor, with the whole 
garrifon as is above faid, and all other fub- 
jcfts oiSweden^ whether gentlemen, clergy, 
or burghers, of whatfoever quality, with 

. their wives, children, fervants and effefts, 
ihould, under fafe conduA, be tranfported 
to Reval. 

5to, ' That on his Czarifh majefty's fide, all 
poffible fecurity fhould be given, in cafe 
the King of Siveden fhould at any time re- 
cover the town ef Derpi^ that all fhould 
be reflored in the condition things were 
now, conformable to inventary/ 
The commandant. Colonel Skyte^ received The terms 

the following anfwer, 'That it was furpri- *J^^^^^. 
fing the Governor in the prefent fituation of fon. 
affairs (the town being reduced to the ut- 
moft extremity) fhould demand fuch unrea- 
(bnable and unheard of conditions, and 
which was more than he could have ex* 
pefted at the beginning of the fiege : never- 
thelefs, to aft as a Chriftian, the Governor 
and the whole garrifon, of what condition 
or quality foever, fhould be allowed to 
march out with their wives, children and 
fervants, together with as much of their 
Vol. I. A a * effcas 
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Book* efFefts as they could carry, unvifited, with a 
VL ' month's provifions; all the officers, and 
^'^^'^^^ ' three companies with their arms ; that they 
fliould beconduftedtoi?^!;^/ in all fafety; 
that no perfons fhould be forced againfl 
their inclinations, but if any were willing 
to continue, each according to his ftation, 
fhould meet with fuitable encouragement; 
and that on fight, the Governor fhould ac- 
cept of thefe conditions, elfe the attacks 
were to go on as defigned : but if accepted, 
the Rujfian troops fhould immediately g^ 
pofTelTion of the gates and pofts of the 
town/ 

The Governor thanked God for thefe 
conditions: the beft he cxpefted, was to 
have been obliged to furrender at difcredon. 
Derft fur- Derpt furrendcred on the 25th ; that af- 
rcndcrs. temooH the Czar entered the town, and 
received the fubmifllon of the inhabitants: 
all the country people who had left their 
houfcs, and come into the place for fafe- 
ty, he allowed to return home, and labour 
their fields as before; promifing them all man- 
ner of fafety and proteftion, with an exemp- 
tion from taxes for fome years. Then 
he publifhed a declaration, inviting all the 
Livonians to fubmit and declare for the 
King and republic of ""Poland^ to whom 
they of right belonged ; with a great deal 
more to that purpofe. Having ended mat- 
ters 



PETER M^ GREAT. 187 

tcrs at Derpt, he marched with ten thou- Boo k 
fimd of his troops to Narva^ where the VI. 
(lege was carried on with vigour, in three v->rv 
attacks; Lieutenant-general Stonebeck car- 
ried on the attack againft the baftion Vitlo- 
ria. Major-general Chambers againft that of 
Honory and Major-general Wonwerden a- 
gainft that ofFafna^ with an artillery of forty 
large battering pieces and twenty-four mor- . 
tars, which played without intermiffion till the 
5th of yiugtiji ; then a fufficient breach be- 
ing made in the baftion ViSoria, at the fame 
time (by an extraordinary accident), the 
whole face of the baftion Honor^ together 
with a part of the flank, fell down of 
itfclf, ftone and earth together, which made 
another fufficient breach; fo that it was ge- 
nerally believed the governor would capi- 
tulate : and to Ihun the efFufion of more 
blood, Marfhal Ogilvie fummoned the go- 
vernor to furrender, confidering thq difad- 
vantages he lay under, acquainting him in a 
very civil manner, * That Major-general 

* Slepenback's party was quite difpcrfed ; that 

* he had 00 relief or fuccours to expeft from 

* any hand, and that he would do better 

* fervice to his King and country, by preferv- 

* ing himfelf and thofe under his command, 

* than to cxpofe them to vifible death, which 

* would infallibly happen, if he forced him 
^ {o hjive reqourfe to the laft extremity/ Mar 
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Book jor-gcncral Horn did not anfwer this complai- 

VI. fant fummons with common civility, but 

\^rr>sJ gave the Marfhal to undcrftand, ' That not- 

* withftanding all thefe feeming difadvanta- 

* gcs, he was rcfolved to defend and maintain 
^ the place his mafter the King of Siveien 

* had intruded him with, to the laft man; 

* not doubting, but that God would con- 

* tinue to proteft and fupport fo juft a caufe, 
^ as he had vifibly done in the year 1700, 

* which he (uppofed the Ruffians had not as 

* yet quite forgot.' 

After this, it was refolved to take the 
town by aflault, but the generals differed m 
their opinions : Menzekoff with others as 
ignorant as himfelf, were for carrying on the 
attacks in the night-time, which Marihal 
Ogilvie ftreniioufly oppofed, giving for 
reafon, ^ That there was nothing more dange- 

* rous or inconvenient, men not being able 

* to difccrh an enemy from a friend ; that 

* all affairs of that nature, ought to be gone 
^ about in the day-time, when men are di- 

* refted by judgment, leaving nothing to 
' chance/ The Czar defired him to do as 
he judged fitteft; the Marfhal told the Czar, 

* * That he would anfwer for the fucccfs, and 

* promifed his majefly that the town fhould 

* be his in a few days/ The Governor, 
General Horn^ did all that a man could do, in 
employing hands to repair the breaches ; but 

Marihal 
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Marfhal Ogihie gave him no time, for on B o o K 
the 9lh, about one o'clock in the afternoon, VI. 
the troops being ready in the approaches, ^^^^"f^ 
and the fignal given for the attack, by the 
firing of five guns, it went fo profper- 
oufly on, that within lefs than three quar- 
ters of an hour the Rujftans were mafters of 
the place : the Governor and moft of thfe 
officers being at dinner, cxpefting no fuch 
nutter, they had only time to fpring 
one mine ; which did the moft execution, 
having killed and difabled upwards of on& 
hundred men. 

A few minutes after the town was takeil, 
his Czariih majefty (accompanied by Mar- • 
ihal Ogihie and others) rode through the j^arvatv^ 
fhreets with his fword in his hand, forbi<^ y^cn^ 
cfing all further execution on pain of death ; 
and meeting with one of his foldiers carry- 
ing a chalice, with fome^ other pieces of 
plate he had taken out of a church, ordered 
him inftantly to carry thefe things back, and 
lay them down where he had found them J 
which being accordingly done, he caufed 
put fafe-guards in all the churches and bed 
houfes of the town, fo that againft night all 
was peaceable. 

Lieutenant-colonel Slepenback, who had 
been (bmc time before commandant in Not^ 
teburghj after having fnrrendered that fort, 
and being fiifely conduftcd to Nai-va, the 

Gov?rnQr> 
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Book. Governor, Major-general Hortij caufed put 
VI. in arreft; alledging he had given up the 
fort without neceffity ; whereof the Czar 
getting information, he caufed him immedi- 
ately be fet at liberty, faying, * That Sk- 
^ penback had behaved more like a (bldier 

* than Horny having defended the fort thir- 

* teen hours, and not furrendering till 

* there was no poffibility of holding out 

* longer ; whereas, Horn had not held out 

* one hour of attack, but run away with fe- 

* veral officers, and Ihut themfelves up in a 

* vault under ground, where with difficulty 

* they could be found, after all was peacc- 
^able.' 

When he was orderecj into , the Czar's 
prefence, being afked how he came to allow 
matters to come to the laft extremity, and 
why did he not furrender when fummoned, 
after fufficient breaches had been made, ac- 
cording to the rules of war I he anlwercd, 

* That he was ftill expefting fuccours, and 

* befides, had orders not to give up the town 
^ on any event/ Then being aiked how 
he came to ufe a RuJJian Colonel fo ill, who 
had been taken at the former fiege of the 
place, and who had concealed his charaftcr 
in hopes of being the fooner and eafier re- 
lieved, but, that not being able to undergo 
the hardfhip and fatigue of the work, bad 
diet and lodging, after difcoYcring himfelf, 

met 
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met with no better ufage, but was kept at B o o K 
work as before I the Governor making no VI. 
fatisfaftory reply, the Czar told him he ^^^^^^^ 
ihould now for that do pennance ; then he 
caufed (hut him up in the fame place, and 
treat, him after the fame manner he had 
ufed the Rujfian Colonel and the reft of the 
prifoners, where he continued about two 
weeks, until Marfhal Ogilvie obtained from 
his majefty that he might be taken out of 
that dungeon, and lodged amongft the reft 
of the prifoners, who were well ufed. Ma- 
jor-general Horn's four daughters were 
put under Major-general Chambers's care, 
with exprefs orders from the Czar that they 
ihould be treated with the utmoft ci\ility. 

The prifoners taken at Narva were as ^ of the 
follows : Major-general Baron HorHy the £f" 
Governor ; five colonels, two lieutenant-co- 
lonels, five majors, four captains of horfe, 
fix comets, twenty-one captains of foot, 
five captain-lieutenants, three quarter-ma- 
fters, twenty-nine lieutenants, thirty-three 
enfigns, an hundred and thirty-fix be- 
longing to the artillery, and two thoufand 
foldiers ; not above an hundred killed in the 
attack. Of the Rujftans there were about 
two hundred and fifty killed.; amongft whom 
was Colonel Bernard^ one Major, three 
captains, two' lieutenants and an enfign: 
wounded and killed from the beginning of 

the 
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Bo o K the (lege in whole, two colonels, two lico- 
VL tenant-colonels, four majors, fifteen cap- 

^•"'^'^^ tains, eleven lieutenants, nineteen enf^ns, 
fifty^fcven under officers, and about nine 
hundred commcm foldiers, the moft part of 
whom were only wounded and recovered. 

On the I ith of ^ugujij Marfhal Ogihif 
caufed level the approaches, and be^ to 
work at repairing the breaches. 

On the 1 2th the Czar appointed the^grcat 
church for the Greek fervice : the rdl of 
the churches were allowed to the Luthe- 
rans. 

The 1 5th was appointed for giving thanks 
to Go D on the taking of the town, the Te 
Deum being fung, to which fucceeded bc»- 
fires, and a triple difcharge of the army and 
garrifon, beginning with the artillery, as is 
tifual: after which, Alexander Menzeko§ 
the Czar's favourite was declared general 
Governor of all Ingria ; who, together with 
Major-general Chambers^ was inflalled Knight 
of St. Andrew ; an order the Czar had late- 
ly inftituted in honour of that ApofUe, who 
is patron of all RuJ/ia. 

Ivano^ On the 17th, Marfhal Ogilvie fimunoD- 

grod fur-^j Iv anogro d to furrender; which place is 
fituate oppofite to* iVizrz;a, on the other fide 
the river. The commandant not being in 
condition to hold out, there being above 
three thoufand fouls within the place, (moft 

pan 
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jpart whereof had got into it during the Bo ok 
ficgc of Narva) and fcarcely provifibnS for VL 
ten days, furrendered on the following con- 
ditions: 

That the commandant Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Stiernfiral^ and all within the place^ 
Ihould be allowed (the troops with arms, 
but no ammunition, no drutas beating, 
tior colours flying) to march out with a 
month's provifions, and to be condufted 
frfe to Reval; all perfons in arreft to be 
fet at liberty. Which conditions were 
willingly accepted of: there was found in 
thefe two towns, an inihienfe quantity of 
artillery, arms of all forts, ammunition, and 
all manner of warlike ftorefe. 

In the beginning of February this ye?f, 
an Ambafladof from the Ottdman Torte 
had arrived at Mofcoiv^ to notify the nevJr 
Sultan's acceffion to the throne, and to con- 
firm the treaty of Carlowich^ having left 
Conjlantinople the prcceeding year, and con- 
tinued moft part of the winter in Baturin^ 
the refidencc of the Hettman of the Uki^am 
Coffacksy both to agree fevet-al i^oihts in dif- 
pute betwixt the Cojfacks arid Tartars^ and 
to fetde the diffcrehce on the frontiers, be- 
twixt them and the Turks; which had not 
been (b well adjufted at the peace. As ht 
made his publick entry into the city, a con- 
(Iderable body of troops, both foot and 
' VoL» I. B b dragoon Jj 



194 "^^^ HisTdRY 6f 

Book dr^oons, were drawn up in a line as 1m 

VL pafied ; but when he came to his audience, 

he would deliver his credentials to none but 

into the Czar's own hand : whereupon, the 

prime miniftcr, Golloivin^ caufed Cgnify to 

him, that he was in Mo/cow what their prime 

Vifier was at Conftantinople. After which, 

without more words, he reached his hand 

for the credentials, and^ took them gendy 

from him, afking him at the fame time lif 

he had any thing further to fay ? he replying 

no, was carried back to' his lodgings with 

the fame formality as before. This AmbafTa- 

dor was allowed daily fpr his entertainment^ 

an hundred and thirty rubles ; and, as the 

Czar marched to the campaign, he defircd 

that he might be allowed to go along; 

which being agreed to, he went the length 

of Novogradj where he continued uudl 

Narva was taken. He then obtained per- 

miffion to go to that place > into which he 

entered on the ift of September^ having 

pafled along the front of the army, whkh 

was drawn up (officers and foldiers) in their 

beft order, on that oecafion. 

Some days after, as this Ambaflador was 
entertained by the Czar at the Governor's 
table, amongft other difcourfes, Menzekoff 
enlarging on the valour and conduA of the 
Rufm)iSy who in fo fhort a time had taken 
fo ftrong a town as NarvOy from fiich a 

warlike 
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warlike people as the Swedes. The Ain- Book 
baffador replied, ' That was very true, but as VI. 

* there had been foreigyrs within the walls, ^^-'^^'^^ 

* ib he did not doubt but there was alfo a 

* good many without/ After the entertain- 
ment, he was diverted in the evening with 
a ball and fire-works, wherewith he feemed 
exceedingly pleafed. On the i oth, he took 
his audience of leave, having received the 
ufual prefents, then returned to Conjlanti^ 
nople the fame way he came. 

Though the Czar had made a glorious 
and fuccdsful campaign, where he was him- 
(elf in perfon, yet his allies in Lithuania^ 
Prince ff^ifnawhky and Starrojla Oginjky^ 
who had been Joined the prcceeding year by 
five thoufand Kuffiansj were defeated on the The R^^- 
ironders of Courland by General Leven-J^'^^^ ^c- 
baupt and Sapega, where their lofs amount- Courknd^ 
ed to near three thouiand men, befides the 
town of Birzin. This obliged Ogivfiy to 
repair to the Czar as he lay encamped at 
Narva^ to demand further fuocours, clfc 
they could not keep the field. The Czar 
defired him not to be uneafy, promifing to 
(end to their relief an army of fixty thoufand 
RtifiatiSj befides Cojfacksy to fupport his 
ally King Augujius. The confederacy of 
Warfhv had dethroned him, and on the 12th 
of July had eleftcd Stantjlaus Lejchinjkyj 
Woywodc of Tojen^ by the inftigation of 

B b S the 
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B o o K the King of Stveden : by the by, tho' St(h 
Vl. nijlaus was of a confidcrable family in that 

^^-■^TV QDuntry, yet his eleftion was not altogether 
Agreeable to the party who had at firft join- 
ed the King of Sweden ; for befides the Pri- 
mate, who would neither proclaim him nor 
put the crown upon his head (though at tbc 
fame time he was well pleafed to fee King 
Augujlus dethroned), btner great men, fucb 
as Fineajky the Crown-general, who had 
been at fiHl engaged with the confederate 
^t Warfaw^ but had left them and joined 
thofe of Sandomir upon finding (as was al« 
ledged) that they were not to be clcfted 
themfelves, I fay befides thefe, there were 
others, fuch as the Lubomir/kiesj Yabono- 
JkJeSj Wei/nowiJIues^ &c. who thought they 
ihould have been preferred to Le/chinjkj^ 
and therefore went the more hearidly into 
the confederacy pf Sandomir on that ac- 
count. 

The Czar The campaign being ended, the Czar rc- 

li/^^!^ turned to Mofcow, where there were great 
rejoicing?, expofing to his people the tro- 
phies of the campaign, i;/^. an hundred and 
fifty ftandards and colours, eighty-four 
brafs guns, together with the prifoncrs, who 
were all well ufed. 

About this time, General Mydel^ who 
commanded in Carelia^ undertook to diftuA 
the works at Cronjiat and St. ^etersburgl^ 
'""■'■'■ - ^ but 
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but without other fuccefs thari the lofs of B o o k 
two finall frigates, which Colonel Arnfeldt VI. 
who commanded the Swedes^ fet fire to, and ^^roj^ 
fome few timber-houfes on the ifland -Ra- 
tu/ary. 

Then Admiral Ankerjieern^ after having , 
landed threeor four thdufand recruits at Re^ 
"vatj went (after having jojijed Vice-admiral 
Spgr) to attack the Ruffian fleet, command- 
cd by Vice-admiral Krujs^ whofe fhips be- 
ing butfmall and not in a condition to fight 
the Swedijh large; veffel?, retired into fhal- 
low water, where the Swedes durft not 
advance tp attack them : they only cannon- 
aded one another at fuch diftance, that 
there wa^ but little execution dpne on either 
fide. Then the Swedes bore up to the 
point of the iHrnd R^tu/ary, where they 
ngade a deicent, and landed forty large flat 
bottomed boats full of grenadiers, ^c. who 
were fo well received by Colonel Tolbuch^ 
that they loft mpft part of their men, 
and were forced to retire to their flilps, 
leaving about forty prifo^ers, with fome few 
of their boats. 

The Czar, after having piade the necefia- 1705. 
ry preparations for the enfuing campaign, 
being come the length of TlefkoWj (where 
he reviewed the moft part of his troops) or- 
deced Marflial Sher erne toff to march into 
Coarland at the h^d of fourteen thoufand 

dragoons, 
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Book dragoons, four thouiand foot, and two 
VL thoufand CoJJacksy in purfuit of General 
^^^^^•^^ Levenhaupt. This General getting timely 
intelligence of Sheremetofi's march, fent or- 
ders to General Frolich Governor of RigCy 
to lend him with all expedition what troops 
he could (pare out of the garrifon. In obe- 
dience thereto, Count / rolich fent hira one 
thoufand foot ; and as Marlhat Sheremetoff 
entered Courland^ he came to underftand 
that General, Levenhaupt had befides, cauied 
march to ftrengthen his troops, one thou- 
iand foot more out of MtttaUy whereby he 
judged that it was but weakly garrifoncd; 
and thereupon, without lofs of time, order- 
ed Major-general Bower with two thoufand 
dragoons, to march and harafs the enemy, 
or if portible, to furprize Mitfau. Bower 
did it (b fuccefsfully, that on the 4th of 
General July before break of day, he came clofc 
Bo^er upon the faid place nndifcovered, and cau- 
'MaaT. ^'^S ^^ hunded dragoons difmount, attack- 
ed the town ; where, having made himfelf 
mafter of one of the gates, meeting with 
little or no rcfiftance, he marched into the 
town with his whole party, and attacked 
the enemy, (who were gathering together 
on the market-place, juft got out of thdr 
beds) killed above fifty, took the like num- 
ber prifoners, and forced the reft to redre 
into the caftie ; which he not being able to 

attack, 
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attack, marched off with the prifoners, and B o o i: 
joined that day the army at a place called Vi, 
Miffoten^ four great leagues diftant from v-^^^^v^ 
Mittau. General Levenhaupt having ad- 
^cc thereof, marched himfelf with the great- 
eft part of his cavalry and dragoons, in hopes 
to come up with Bower before he could 
join the army ; but it being too late, he re* 
turned to his camp, and took care ndct 
morning to draw up his army (conflfting of 
betwixt eight and nine thou^md men, m.ft 
part infantry) in the moft advantageous 
ground, and expeft the enemy, who he was 
convinced would foon be up with him. 

Mar&al Sheremetoff being informed of 
his (Ituadon, called a council of war, where- 
in it was refolved unanimoufly to attack this 
body of the enemy, as they did not doubt 
of beating them, being fo far fuperior in 
numbers ; by which means they would be- 
come mafters of the whole country. In order 
thereto, the Marfhal fet forwards next morn- 
ing early, having three great.leagues to march 
before he could come up with them ; where, 
after having made the neceflary difpofitions, 
he ordered the Cojfacks to attack the enemy 
in flank, whiifl he attacked them in front. 
It was paft two o'clock in the afternoon be- The bat- 
fore the aftion began ; firft by the cannon, ^JJ^^^^^ 
as is ufual; then they came to clofe fight, 
which continued for half an hour, with 

much 
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B o o fc much bravery on both fides, until the Cof 
VI. facks got through the morafs, (which the 
enemy thought imprafticablc) and attacked 
them in flank according to orders, on their 
left, which put the Swedes in (b great dif- 
order that they gave way. This, no (bond- 
Gencxii Levenhaupt tttXQtiseAy than hecau- 
led march a body or frefh troops from his 
referve, who beat off the Cojfacks - and rein- 
forced his left-wing, renewing the battle, 
which continued doubtful for fomc time; 
till at laft the Swedes on the right attacked 
fo vigoroufly, that the Rujftans gave way, 
and thel enemy made themfelves mafters of 
three of their cannon. Then Marfhal She- 
remetbff reinforcing his whole line, made fo 
foi*ward a pufh, that he forced the cnenly 
to retire beyond their firft ground, yet not 
io confufedly, but that they continued the 
battle with as much refolution as before; 
when a Ruffian Colonel of dragoons, eager 
for viftory, broke in with his regiment 
(without orders j through an interval in the 
centre of the elicmy, propofing to attack 
them in flank, right and left ; whereupon, 
a body of the enemy's referve attacked him 
fb vigoroufly, that they beat him back, kill- 
ed a great many of his men, and danger- 
oufly wounded himfelf. All this while die 
viftory was tindecided, and continued fo till 
towards evening, that the Swedijh General 

forming 
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fomiing his whdc body io one line, madel^ooK 
£> vigorous an attack that he forced the VL 
RuJJiaAf to their baggage, about half a 
mile diftant from the field of battle. The 
MarihaFs being wounded was the occafion 
of their cetreat : this battle was fought near 
to a sentleman's feac caUed Gemaurthoffl in 
Courhnd. General Levcnhaupt wrote to his 
mafter the King of Sweden^ giving an ac- 
count of this afHon; that the Ruffians, hzA 
FepuUed and beat the Swedes twice out of 
tfieir ground, though they had fought with 
aU imaginable bravery^ and, had they not 
been mperlor to the enemy in infantry, they 
had been undone ; therefore begged his 
majefty to {end. him a ftrong and (peedy re- 
mforcement, otherways he would not be 
able to keep the field, the enemy exceed- 
ing him fib far in horfe. 

Amongft the killed on the Swedijb fide, 
were Colonel Hjorn^ three Lieutenant-colo- 
nels, Coulbars^ Tankv/ard znd LindenfbieJd^ 
Major Wranglcj together with feveral cap^ 
tains and fubaltcrns: amongft the wounded 
were two colonels, Korge^ and Stakelberg^ 
Major Jfiberbergj and many officers of in- 

ior rank, with above three thoufand fol- 
killed and wounded. 

The Rujftans fuftamcd greater lofs than' 
the Swedes J having about thirty officers 
killed, and near to that number wounded. 

Vol. L C <? with 
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Book with about four thoufand nine hundred (bl- 
VI. diers killed and wounded. This battle con- 
^-"""^^^ tinned near to five hours. General Leven- 
haupt not daring to advance too far on die 
enemy for fear of being furrounded, was ob- 
liged to maintain his ground the beft way he 
could. After the battle, in the night he retir- 
ed towards Riga^ not being able to ftandan 
attack next day, if the Ruffians had defigoed it. 
The Czar was well enough pleaied when 
he got the account of this battle ; and, find- 
ing the lofs near equal, faid, * he was al- 
* ways able to fpare two to one at leaft, if 
' not three.' The Czar being at Vilna, die 
metropolis of Lithuania^ with an ^rray of 
fixty thoufand men, great numbers of the 
To/i/h fenators of ^ugujiu/s party repaired 
to him, admiring to fee fo fine an army and 
Tfcc Cxar fo well difciplined in fo fliort a time. Here 
Scfto ^ PuWifhed a manifefto, inviting alt tnic 
10 behalf ^^f^s who had the intereft of their country 
of King at heart, to adhere and continue firm to 
^i^gnfius. their true Kmg, threatning ruin and deftru- 
aion to thofe who adhered to the King of 
Swedetty and his King Stanijlaus ; declaring 
that he would affift, proteft, and defend King 
Auguftus againft all his oppofcrs, with all 
his power; and alfo prefcrve the rights and 
privileges of the republic. 

The Czar had this year in "T aland and 
Courland three armies ; Marfhal Sheremetoff, 

• -. widi 
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'with a body of twenty tboufand foot and Book 
dragoons^ befides Coffacks in C our land ; the VI. 
army where he was himfelf in perfon, con- 
iifted of about fixty thoufand, commanded 
by Marflial Ogilvie ; and in Black Ruffia 
fixty thoufand Coffacks^ commanded by their 
HettmaHj Mazepa^ whom the Czar had 
lately honoured with the order of St. j4n^ 
dreiv^ though at the fame time he was con- 
triving all the mifchief he could againft him, 
but durft not as yet fhow it openly ; though 
1 believe, it had been a more proper occa- 
fion than when he did it : the Czar being 
with his greateft force in Lithuania^ and 
Marfhal Sheremetoff at a ftill greater di- 
ftancc; fo that Mazepa with the greateft 
cafe imaginable might have joined the King 
of Sweden. And here was a noble occafion 
for this brave young Prince to have entered 
Ru(fia ; for he might have marched to the ' 
city of Mo/cow without meeting with any 
oppofition, and forced the Czar into his 
own terms, having an army of forty thou- 
fand national Swedes in Poland, which was 
enough to have rent that great empire in 
pieces; efpecially in conjuniJlion wit;h the 
Co /Tacks, who would have furniftied provi*- 
fions for his army and themfelves too. In 
this event, the Czar muft have abandoned 
all hjs defigns in Poland, and on the Swe^ 
dijh frontiers, and marched with his whole 

Q Q 2 for<:e 
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So o K force to defehd hSs own country: and I am 
VI. convinced, be would have gone into any 
terms the King of ^eden could have pro- 
pofed, rather than have rifqued a battle; 
; which would have been putting all to ftakc 
But this vinuous and brave young Prince, 
who was certa^ly endued with many great 
-Qualities (none thdt ever wore a crown li- 
ving had more real honour, nor a greater 
regiard to his word), unfortunately for him, 
could nfever take advice, no, not in the worft 
of events: f or, from the momedt he £^ out 
from Stockholm^ to hfe dying^hour he nevitr 
* called a council of war, but altogether fol- 
lowed his own ideas, without combMtaicat- 
ing them to any till they were juft to be put 
in execution. He and his generals did 
noble exploits indeed, but none of them 
would ever venture to offer him advice: his 
greateft favourites were thofe who blindly o- 
beyed his commands; which they did to 
the laft, r^arding them as oracles. Only 
Baron Govts got his confidence, into whofe 
hands he gave himfelf up entirely, when too 
late; but, if his unfortunate death had not 
happened at Frederlcjhall^ who knows 
how far he might have retrieved his affairs? 
,Norwqy had been worth all the countries 
the Czar had taken from him ; and what 
further might he not have done? 

After 
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After the hoxtXt ciGemaurthoff^^ (where Bo ok 
General Levenhaupt furcly kept the field, VI. 
though his retreat towards Riga fhewed e- ""^^^^ 
Vidently that he was no longer able to aft 
offcnfivcly) the Ruffians did what they 
pleafed over all Courhnd; but the Czar ^^^''•^^f 
thought fit to take that dutchy under his^^^^j 
iproteAion, only ordaining tfie inhabitants the Rmg^ 
to deliver up to his commiflary Alexander ^^^ 
Menzekoff^ all the arms and effeftsthey had 
belonging to the Srwedes ; A^hich order ^'las 
with fome difficulty complied with. 

The King of Sweden all this while 'coft--. «. 

• I •! •II* • m m The Kntf 

unued with great tranquilhty m his camp at of 5<w#^ 
Bienie^ undervaluing his enermes, and only*»owcm* 
taken up with his trifling defign 'of feeing P*^y~* 
'King Staniftaus crowned, neglc^ing the* fineft 
opportunity that ever Prince had. 

Admiral Ankerjiiern^ who bad ^ade a 
fruitlefs attempt the former year OT\Cron^ 
fiot^ finding the Czar's force moftly employ- 
ed in Courland and Lithuania^ made a fecond 
attempt this year, but with as little fuccefs 
as betore, having landed about eight hun- 
dred men on the ifland Ratujary, who were 
repulfed by Colonel Tttlbut with the lofs of 
near half their party. At the fame time, 
Major-general Mydel having advice of the 
Admiral's enterprize, advanced with hisFmiders 
whole body, confifting of about four thour *"j|jJJ|[p^^ 
iand men, and mac|e an attack .on Teterfr unbur^h, 

burgh^ 
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Bo o K burgh^ but was fo warmly received by Ma- 
VI. jor-genOTaL Robert Bruce j that he was beat 

^^^'^^^ oS with the iofs of three hundred of his 
men: after which, he attacked a mill 
(where were four hundred Ruffians com- 
manded by a Lieutenant-colonel) fordfied 
only with a breaft-work doubly pallUadoed, 
but was repulfed here alfo widi the lo(s of 
two hundred men. Major-general Bruce 
marching out of the garrifon with a body of 
(ix thoufand Ruffians^ ready to fall upon 
him, he thought fit to repair to Wiburgb. 
The Rujftans did not lo(e in all thefe en- 
counters above feventy men. 

In Courland^ matters fucceeded no woife: 
Lieutenant-general Renn attacked and made 
himfelf mafter of Bautsk^ and of the town 
of Mittauy but the caftle did not furrendcr 
without a fiege ; which laft, after the Rujfians 
had thrown in an hundred and fifty bombs, 
iwA made a fufficient breach with the can- 

Thc caftle non, Colonel Knoring the Swedijh comman- 

of -W///^« dant, gave up on the 4th of September ^ 

ST' «P^" honourable conditions. 

After this, the Czar became mafter of all 
Ceurland and Senugal^ without the King of 
Sweden s endeavouring in the leaft to pre- 
lerve thefe countries, being wholly taken 
up with the deliberations of the dyet . of 
Jrarfarw ; which the Czar endeavoured to 
perplex as far as he (:ouldt Having ordered 

Major- 






ma. 



PETER /Af GREAT- 107 

Major-general Bower to command in Cour^ Book 
land^ and Marfhal Sheremetoff in Livonia^ VI. 
he marched himfelf towards Grodtfo^ which v-^-v-^ 
place he caufed fortify ; as alfo Tycozin^ 
where he eftablifhed magazines with provi- 
fions of ail kinds. His party gained feve- 
ral advantages over the Swedes and Stanlf- 
laitesy and took poffeflion of feveral advan* 
tageous pofts towards Warfavj^ by which 
means he became mafter of all Lithuania ; The Czar 
which occafioned the confederacy of War- ^^^^ ^^ 
fino falfely to give out that the Czar defign- ^ '^'^' 
cd to annex thefe countries to the Rufian 
empire, endeavouring thereby to draw off 
the fenators from the confederacy of San do- 
nir^ to join them, and to ftand (as they 
cxpreffed it) in defence of their country, 
againft the invaders of it. 

The Coffacks under their Hettmatiy Ma- 
zepa^ who by this time was in . good un- 
derftanding with the King of Sweden^ took 
poffeflion o^ Zamoifey &c. 

King Auguftus had got together in Saxo- 
ny^ an army of about twelve choufand men ; 
but judging it impra^cable to march them 
into Tolandj he left Drefden incognito, ac- 
companied only by three perfons, and paffed 
through Dantzick about the end of Ottober ; 
thence by the Frifchaffxo Koningsherg^ and 
from thence to Tycozin^ an advantageous 
poft occupied by the Ruffians. On Ins ar- 

rival 
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Book rival, he not only wrote to the Czar, but 

VL alfo to all in his intereft: from Tycozin^ he 

^^•^^^^^ went to GroJnOj and from that to the Rup 

guftus ^(^^^ array ; where the Czar rode out to meet 

meets thchim^ After the ufual compliments, his 

^**'- Czarifh majefty prefented the King with fix 

ftandards, being a part of thirteen, the Knf^ 

fians- had taken from xhc Swedes at the 

bridge of ^raog on the Kift^la. 

King Augujlus a little after his arrival 
inftituted the order of the white eagle, which 
he conferred on feveral of the fenatois and 
fome Ruffian generals, particularly MaHha^ 
Ogilvie and Alexander Menzekoff^ the Czai^s 
favourites ; and having fome days before ob* 
ferved the Ruffian army, and being not a lil- 
tle furprized, to find them {p thoroughly disci- 
plined and well commarKled, he propofed 
to the Czar tx> march with their joint forces 
and attack the King of Sweden ; but Ac 
weather proving fo bad by fo great a fell of 
fnow, that neither infantry nor dragoons 
were able to keep the field, they were ob- 
^ liged to defer the defign, and march back to 
take up their winter-quarters in and about 
Grodno and Tycozin.^ 

Soon after, a great council of the Tolijh 

fenators met at Grodno^ at which the Czar 

and King Auguftus affifted. The day af- 

f,j;;Xt[ter, the Vice-chancellor Shemberk opened 

* the council for the King, who was feconded 

bv 
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by the Marlhal of the confederates, in name B o o K 
of the republic : after which they adjourn- VI. 
cd for ibmc days cxpefting more of the fe- v^nrx-/ 
nators. In a few days the Crown-general 
together with feveral lenators more arrived, 
having fent before fome Swedfjh prifoners, 
with a good many of Starrojla Sp'tskjs 
troops he had taken near Cracow. 

That day he arrived, the conferences with 
the Char's minifters commenced ; in which the 
four following points were propofed, in or- 
der to enter into an alliance: for though 
the Czar and. King ^^ir/?^/ had made an 
alliance fome time before, whereto fome 
few Tolijh fcnators confented, yet it wasi 
not thought fufficient, being not done in a 
full dyet. 

The firft article was, That the Czar 
fhould evacuate, and give up to the repu- 
blic, all the towns and forts he had taken 
during the war in the IPoli/h Ukraine* 

Secondly^ That he fhould alfo evacuate 
and give up to the republic, all the places 
of ftrength in Livonia he had already made 
himfelf mafter of, or fhould, during the 
continuance of the war. 

Thirdly J That his Czarifh majefty fhould 
allow the free exercife of the Romtjh religi- 
on in Mofcoiv^ knd over all the Rujfian em- 
pire. 

Vol I. D-d Fourthly, 
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Book Fourthly^ Thit the two millions of rix- 
. Vr. dollars, fliould be payed to help to defray 
v^v^^ the charges of the army, which the Czar 
himfelf had often promifedr 

Hereupon, the Czar's minifters declared 
themfelves as follows : Firji^ That the Czar 
fhould reftore to the republic, the towns 
and forts he had taken in the Ukraine du- 
ring the war, particularly Bieloezirkiow. 

Secondly, That the towns he had already 
taken, or fhould take in Livonia^ ihould 
alfo be reftored to the republic; but, that 
during the courfe of the war, they fhould 
be garrifoned, half by RuJfianSy half by 
^oles. 

Thirdly, That fb long as the war con- 
tinued, he would affifl the republic with 
men, and money wherewith to pay their 
troops. 

Fourthly, That over his whole domini- 
ons, the Ro7niJh religion fhould not only be 
tolerated, but that forthwith, a capuchin 
church and convent fhould be built 6n his 
own proper charges, under the patronage 
of St, Teter. 

The King, together with the fenators, 
Ao alli- were fatisficd with this declaration ; fo that 
J^^^' on the nth o( December, the alliance of- 
fa and fenfivc and defcnfive betwixt i^f/j^^ and ^o- 
Poland. landy was confirmed and ratified in a full dyet. 

On 
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On the 1 2th, the Czar having advice fentBo o k 
him of a revolt in and about Aftracan^ VI. 
he fet out for Mofcow^ accompanied by his v^^^'^o 
favourite Alexander Menzekaff^ and efcort- ^ ^^^, 
cd by his guards, together with ten thou* can. 
land dragoons, who were to be quartered 
in and about Smolensko^ on the frontiers of 
Volandy leaving the command of his anny 
to King Augujius and Marfhal Ogihie. 

Major-general Bower who coipmandcd 
in Courlandy having intelligence that a party 
of the enemy had taken up their quarters a« 
bout Coberjlhaniey marched in the night 
with fifteen hundred dragoons, fill upon 
them in the morning, beat up their quar- 
ters, killed feveral, and then returned to 
Mittau with an hundred and forty pri- 
Toners. 

The King of Siveden notwithftanding the 
rigour of the feafon, after having caufed 
crown King Stanijlaus^ and made an alli» 
ance defenfive and ofFenfive, with him and 
the confederates oiWarfaw^ which he look* 
cd upon now as the republic, having intel- 
ligence that the Czar had carried off with 
him a confiderable body of his troops ; and 
that the reft of the army were difperfed at 
fbme diftance in their quarters ; was induced 
to march with the greateft part of his for- 
ces to pafs the Vijluh^ and (o forward, ful- 
ly refolving to ' beat up the Ruftan and 

D d ^ Sa^on 
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Book Saxon qaarters, and as he imaginedy to give 
VL them a total overthrow. But having ad- 
^<^^^ vanced as far as Tycozin^ which he nxind 
^£^^^^ better fortified and garri(bned than he had 
thinks to bclievcd, he Teemed refolved on his arrival 
furpnzc jQ j^j^yg attacked the faid place, and caded 

his CDC- ,. • \ r c • t It 

Biics. his troops provide raiones to that end ; bat 
on fecond thoughts, he took to the rigbt^ 
marched through woods and forefts ftraight 
upon Grodno J with defign to attack the 
greateft force of the enemy firftp and dien 
return upon the reft. 

King Auguftus having early intetligefice 
of the iS'ze^^^//^ King's march^ ordered all die 
troops that were xjuartered in the towns aod 
villages round, to repair forthwith to G/W- 
m ; where, they not only entrenched them* 
felves ftrongly, but took care to provide 
tbemfclvcs with fufficiency of provificuis and 
£3rage ; fo that they feemed to be in no 
great pain about him : Licutenant-coloocl 
fylcHy with two hundred of the guards 
keeping always in fight of the enemy's ad- 
vanced troops, gave. King Augufins con- 
King Aw ftant intelligence, until the 24th in tk 
gu/iufgtis night that he entered the Ruffian camp, 
goQcc! hringing accounts of the enemy's being at 

hand. 
1706 The 25th of January his Tolijh majcfty, 

accompanied by Marfhal Ogilvie^ paikd a- 
longft the front of the lines, and by nine 

p'clocl^ 
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o'clock in the morning had the enemy full Book 

in their view, formed in two lines, under VI. 

the Jejuffs wood, where the King o£Swe^ 

den continued above an hour obferving the 

difpofition of his enemies ; after which, he 

endeavoured to crofs the river Niemen^ 

which not appearing praAicable at that 

place, he thought fit to march a league fur* 

ther down, where he found a more con* 

venient paifagc; Lieutenant-general Renn 

was fo lucky as to crofs the river with his 

dragoons a little way above, and came ver yop« 

portunely into the camp, King AuguJiuszxiA 

the Marfhal being in pain led he fhould have 

been cut off by the enemy. By diis time, the 

whole army were got into the lines, except 

the gan*ifon of Tycozin, confifting of three 

thouland foot and two hundred dragoooSi 

comamnded by Major-General Deduith. 

The King of Sweden having croffed the 
Niemen vit Korhanova, marched on the 26th 
up before the lines of Grodno, where he 
drew ^p his army about eleven o'clock, ap- 
pearing as if he dcilgncd to attack them^ 
King Auguftus and Marfhal Ogihie had all 
well difpofed and ready to receive him, the 
King moving about amongfl: the battallions 
and fquadrons, encouraged^them to do their 
duty, letting them know at the fame time, 
there was no retreating^ fo that they muft 

cither fight or periih. 

The 
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B o o fc The King of Siveden^ brave as he was, 
VI. finding the Ruffians and Saxons fo ftrongly 

^^'■^ entrenched and advantageoufly polled, would 

JfS'^n ^^^ ^^ ^^ attack, but marched ofF by four 

retires, of the clock aftemoon. 

As foon as the King and Marihal 0^/7- 
vie perceived that the enemy had marched 
off, they ordered four thoufand dragoons, 
together with all th? Cojfacks under Licute- 
nant-*general Renns command, to fall upon 
their rear, which they did, and returned to 
the camp before night, with twenty-dght 
prifoners and a good deal of baggage : after 
which, Marfhal O^ilvie caufed ftrengthai 
the fortifications both of the town and 
camp ; fo that in a few days, he wifhed for 
nothing more than to be attacked by the 
enemy. A SweJiJh Lieutenant who had 
been taken by the Cojfacks on the night of 
the 26th, as he was interrogated by the 
Marfhal, told that he had heard the King 
his mafter fay, he did not believe the Ruffi- 
ans would have ftood his coming up ; but 
this magnanimous young Prince was much 
miftaken, for thefe were no more the Rujfi' 
ans he had formerly dealt with at Narvik 
being become much better foldiers, and by 
far better commanded. It was no fm^dl 
furprize to many, that the King of Sweden 
did not attack the lines on this occafion : it 
was however the only time hp ever came up 

with 
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his enemies with a view to attack them^ Book 
without doing it. VI. 

Marfhal Ogilvie getting intelligence that 
a great part of the enertiy's baggage, was 
ping under a flight convoy to Hoza^ pur- 
uing the rout towards Wilnay ordered Ma- 
jor-general Slough with two thoufand dra- 
goons to fail upon them. He came up with 
the enemy, but found a fuperior body of 
Swedijh infantry, which he did not think 
fit to venture upon, and fo retreated in all 
hafte. TheWoywode of Kioiv, Totojky^ 
made after him with his "T.olifh cavalry, but 
Slough feeing himfelf out of the reach of 
the Swedijh infantry, faced about with his 
dragoons, attacked and repulfed the Woy- 
wode, killed above one hundred Toles^ and 
brought forty prifoners into the camp ; a- 
mongfl: whom was a Captain of horfe, who 
declared that it was the common opinion^ 
that lince the King of Siveden had not been 
able to carry his point at Grodno^ he dc- 
(igned to march his fatigued army into quar- 
ters to be refreftied, before he could under- 
take any thing further. 

On the 29th, another party of Lieute- 
nant-general Kenn% command, aftf r the e- 
nemy had marched from Korhanova^ fell in 
with Staniflaus's baggage, took all his plate, 
kitchen utenfils, ^c. together with the King 
, of Sweden's medicine chefts : two hundred 

Swedes 
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B o o Rl Swedes who guarded the |ame, were beat, 
VI. with the lols of twenty-four men killed, and 
eight taken prlfbners. To confirm whai 
has been here laid, the following letter 
writ by Marihal Ogihie will be of nfe. 
* I did indeed with pleafure, expeft to 
have had an aftion with the enemy; for 
the King oi Sweden on the 25th current 
crolTed die Mienen, a league diftant frcHn 
my camp; and on the 26th, his whole 
army, infantry and cavalry, (prodded 
with fafcines in order to attack us) confift- 
ing of twenty-two battallions of foot, and 
thirty two fquadrons of horfe and dra- 
goons, Swedijb troops; together with 
ten thoufand ^oles^ adherents to Stani- 
Jlausy marched, and drew up in order of 
battle along the front of my camp with- 
in cannon-fhot of the left; but as he 
found us difpofed, and ready to recdvc 
him, aftef having obierved us fbme hours, 
he marched the lame day back the way be 
came, repafled xhtMienen, and continued 
his march towards Merrez, and, i^^obably 
from thence, . either to Wjlna, Samoicia or 
Courlandf which will foon appear: and, 
though I have been thefe feveraj months in- 
camped in this fituadon, provifions have held 
out hithoto. In the mean time, I have 
thought it advifeable to evacuate Courkni 
for a while, leaving only Ibme few troops 

' in 
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in the caftle of Mittau ; and being now Book 
no ways apprehenfive of any further at- VI. 
tempt from the enemy, have ordered a v..^^v->^ 
body of Ruffian dragoons to march with 
King Augu/lusj together with all the Sa- 
xon and Tolijh troops at this place, into 
great Toland, (It being moftly evacuated 
by the enemy) the better to purfue the 
concerted meafures for the enfuing cam- 
paign. I cannot enough commend the 
refolution and bravery of my Rujfi^ 
ans ; and do confidently affirm, that if 
this attack had gone on, nothing could 
have happened more for the advantage 
of both their Czarifh and Tolifi maje- 
ftics: for it could not have ended, by the 
help of God, but in the total defeat of 
the enemy, with no great lofs to us. The 
prifoners who have been from time to 
time brought into this place, look fo mi- 
fcrably, through hunger and fatigue, as is 
not to be deicribed ; and if the enemy 
contmue any time longer marching about 
in this manner, their army cannot be but 
exceedingly weakened/ 
After the King oi ^Sweden had marched 
from Grodno^ a council of war was held, 
i^herein it was refolved that Marlhal Ogil- 
n)ie with General j4Uarty fhould continue 
at that place with the greatefl part of the 
army, who together with the great Gene- 
VoL. L E c ral 
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B o o K ral of Lithuantay Prince Wiefnowitskj^ might 
VI. aft as they faw occafion ; that King yiugu- 
^*^^>^^' fius fhouid march with all expedition into 
great Poland with his Saxon and ^oltjh 
troops, together with a body of fix thou- 
fand Rujftau dragoons, and at the feme time 
fend orders to Gcnerzl Shul/embeurg^ to 
march and join them with all the Saxo9 
troops, which would enable King Auguftus 
to fall upon General Renfhild ; and within 
lefs than fix woeks to return to Grodno^ 
where his Czarifli raajefly would alfo be, to 
concert meafurcs, no longer to aft defen- 
fively, but to march and attack the enemies 
where-ever they could come up with them. 
Accordingly, the Kir\g of Toland with 
his drabants and troops above-mentionccL 
marched into wc^it Poland; but General 
ShuUemboHrgy arter he had left Saxony and 
croffed the Oder^ purfuing his march through 
Renjhild ^olattdy in order to join the King his ma- 
^Sh^}^ - ^^^' being attacked and overthrown by 
iourg. General Kenjhild at Fravenjiadt^ this dif- 
concertcd all their meafures. 

Neverthelefs, the Ruffian army under the 
command of Marflial Ogilvie continued 
clofe at Grodno^ and had frequent encoiin- 
ters with the enemy, by commanded parties, 
as will appear by this other letter. 
Marfhai « The enemy in this winter-campaign, 
^/iv^'s < having fufficiently fatigued themfcives 

^ without 
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without being able to effeftuatc their dc- B o o k ' 
figns, have now refolved to pafs fome VI. 
time in their quarters, as I refolve to do ^^^^'^^ 
in mine, feeing the prefent junfture docs [^^j^°f 
not invite to any other thing, than that I , . 

continue in ftatu quo ; that his Czarifh 
raajefty by this means may have time and 
opportunity to aflcmbie his forces about 
Sni/jlenska^ to the end that being all got 
together, he may be in condition to at- 
tack the enemy's greateft force, notwith* 
ftanding the lofs the Saxon and Kujfion in- 
fantry fuftained at Fravenjladt; and 
which was entirely owing to the treachery 
of the French and Bavarians, who on the 
approach of the Swedes threw down their 
arms without ftrikiftg a ftroke, and yield- 
ed to the enemy j upon which, they were 
forthwith received into their fervicc, ha- 
ving previous to the a^ion correfpondcd 
with them to that efFeft. After this man- 
ner, the King of Sweden may well be- 
come viftorious, feeing he meets with no 
refiftance, the troops he attacks not ftand- 
ing to their defence, but rather allowing 
themfelves to be maflacred, as fome part 
of that army did. I live in good hopes 
that the troops under my command, will 
take example at the unfortunate event at 
Fravenftadty and rather ftand to it like 
men, than after having fubmitted and 

E e 2 ^ quarters 
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quarters given, to be barbaroufly cut to 
pieces: an unconceivable politic! for, 
koJie tnihi eras tibi may always be expeft- 
ed. After all, I continue in my camp, 
where I am refolved with great compofure 
to expeft the enemy : at the fame time I 
fend daily out parties, and have reinforced 
Prince Wiefnoivitjky with a body of two 
thoufand dragoons, commanded by Gene- 
ral Boii/ery and have this minute accounts 
that this General has beat a party of the 
enemy, whereof I hourly expeft the par- 
ticulars. I am alfo informed, that Major- 
general Slough has beat the Woywode of 
Kiow^ and purfued him upwards of thir- 
teen miles ; (b it appears that the Sivedes 
do not play the mafter every where/ 
But becaufe fo^ great an arm y as lay en- 
trenched at Grodno could not a^ with that 
forwardncfs as might be expefted, and that 
the King of Sweden would not attack them 
in that part, the Czar fent orders to the 
Marfhal to demolifh the* fortifications at 
Grodno^ and to fink what guns he could not 
carry off, then to direft his march towards 
the frontiers of Rujfia. The Marfhal's let- 
ter vv'ill give the beft account thereof. 

^ After feveral couriers had brought his 
^ Czariih majefty's orders to break up from 
* Grodno^ and direft my march towards the 
^ Ruffian frontiers, I ordered off all thcpri- 

' foners 
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foncrs, fick and wounded, towards Tycozin Book 
and Beroza ; and at thq fame time, caufed VI. 
carry into my camp fome thoufands of pal- 
lifadoes, together with a confiderablc quan- 
tity of gabions and fafcines, as if I had 
had a mind to fortify the lines ftill more, 
and no intention to remove. I alfo 
caufed bring intd the camp a good deal of 
provifions, and in fhort, made preparations 
as if I defigned to expeA the often threat- 
ned attack of the enemy. On the 4th of 
^prit^ I caufed double the out-guards, or- 
dering them not to allow any perfon what- 
(bever to go out or come into the camp or 
town, 'without an order from me. Then 
on the 7th, I commanded off all the artil- 
lery, ammunition, the whole baggage and 
neceflary provifions towztdsTy cozing cover- 
ed by Lieutenant-general Renny with a body 
of four tiioufand dragoons, and at the fame 
time caufed carry a vaft quantity of forage 
into the camp, which the enemy, as alfo 
the country, imagined to be a general fo- 
raging. Then on the 9th, I marched with 
the whole army, leaving only the out-guards, 
which were to continue till the third day 
after, keeping up fires in the camp as if the 
army had been ftill there. , On the 1 2th, the 
out-guards marched, after having fet fire to 
the pallifadoes, and dcftroycd all that could 
be of ufe to the enemy, leaving no bridge 

* behin4 
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BooK^ beJiind them : all which bang donc^ diej 
VI. * were to continue in the rear, and (end rac 
^o^'Ts^ * what accounts they could learn of the enc- 
^ my; I having fome days before fentorden 
^ to thegarriibn of Tjcozin to march and join 
^ us, after having demolifhed the foxtificad- 
* ons thereof/ 

After this retreat, Marfhal Ozilvie maito- 
ed without feeing an enemy, till he came to 
the frontiers of Ruffia^ where he was joined 
by Prince Menzekoffl who had marched 
from Smolenjhy and ftood encamped bc^ 
twixt Mohiloiv and Borrifow with a body 
ef ten thoufand dragoons. 

Alexander Mcnzekoff was in the end of 
laft year dignified with the title of Prince of 
the Koman empire, he being the Czar*s prin- 
dpal favourite. By means of bribes and 
compliments to the courtiers ii Vienna^ he 
got out his diploma without examining 
narrowly into his genealogy. 

After King Au^uftus had marched firom 

GrodnOy and the lofs of the battle of Fr(h 

venfiadt^ he gave up all hopes of further 

fiiccefs; and as he had been tanopering 

fome years before to make a feparate peace 

wth the King of Sweden^ tho* without fuc- 

Augufius i^s, he was now determined to have peace 

rcfolvcs to let the conditions be never fo hard : but be- 

Mrate^ ^^^^ ^^ proceeded further,, he fent orders to 

peace. Drefden to arreft the Czar's General and 

plenipotentiary, 
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plenipotentiary, Tatcul^ left he fhould get B o o K 
the wind of his defigns, being a perfon of VI. 
vaft penetration and abilities. This obliged ^^^^^"^ 
the Czar's commiflary at Drefden^ ^^^'^^^ reftA?/^ ' 
Galifzin^ to enter a proteftation againft King r«A 
Auguftus and the minifters, for fuch a vio- 
lation of the rights of fovereigns. Every 
body knows what noife this imprifonment 
made in Europe^ and the hard fate and igno- 
minious death this unfortunate gentleman 
met with, which make the worft parts of 
the King oi Sweden % ftory. 

The Czar in the beginning of April 
(1706) went on board his fleet, confifting 
of twelve men of war, ten brigantincs, ten 
great gallics, ten bomb-gallies, ten bran- 
ders, and fifty fmall gallics ; all lying near 
the ifland Kaiufary^ where he expefted to have 
been attacked by the enemy's fleet, which 
lay before Reval^ confifting of two men 
of war, commanded by Admiral Anker ftiern; 
which not happening, his majefty failed to 
St. Tetersburgh on board of a light frigate. 
Then after ha\ing given the neceffary dire- 
^ons for advancing his works at that place, 
he took journey for Smolenskoj where he ar- 
rived the 29th: from Smolenska he went to 
Alohiloiu, and reviewed his army, which 
lay encamped there, and increafcd daily. 

End of the Sixth Book. 
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BOOK VII. 

TH E King of Sweden not willing to ]^ ^ q ^ 
hazard his army before the lines at viL 
Grodno as he firft defigned, altered his mea- ^•v-^ 
fures entirely ; and cohfiderihg the vlftory '^^^ ^^2 
his troops had obtained at Fravenjladt o-l^^^^^'^ 
pcned a door to him into Saxony^ after Saxon;. 
being joined by General Renjhiidj he 
marched direftly into that country, leaving 
only in Poland about fix thoufand Swedes^ 
commanded by General Marderfett^ toge- 
ther with fifteeil thoufand Toles and hithu- 
antans^ commanded by the Woywode of 
Kiow ^ASapega. 
Vol. I. F f As 
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Book As foon as the Czar had the accounts 
VII. that the King of Sweden had entered Saxonj^ 

^-^^>^^ and had left fuch a fmall number o£ Swedes 
in ^olatid^ he. detached forthwith Prince 
Menzekoff w ith a body of ten thouland 
Rujfians^ befides Coffacksj who having join- 
ed King Augujlus at ^eterkaw^ (where he 
lay encamped with a body of five thoufand 
Saxons and eight thoufand ^oles^ command- 
ed by the Crown-general, Fineajky) a coun- 
cil of war was held, wherein it was refolvcd 
to give battle to the enemy : but King At- 
ffiftus confldering that the King of Sweden 
was in the heart of his country, befides the 
terms they were privately under, (eemed not 
fo very forward for it as might have been 
expefted ; it carried however in the affirma- 
tive. After which the Crown-general, to- 
gether with General Brant, marethed with 
the 7oles towards the enemy : King Au- 
guftus and Prince Menzekaff followed after 
witli the RuJJian and Saxon troops, -and 
joined the Crown-general at Seeftadt^ with- 
in two leagues of Calijh. Next day the anny 
refted, where they had intell^cace that tli 
enemy were encamped, and advantageouily 
ported near to the river ArJonOj on the o- 
ther fide of the town, and were refolvcd to 
fl^nd the attack. King Augujlus had in- 
deed given private notice to the Swedijb 
General not to wait their coming up, letting 

liim 
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Ilim at the (amc time into fome jvrt of his Book 
defigns: but General iVf^r^i^r/^/? had no re- VII. 
gardf to it. ^ugujlus therefore with fomc ^•^^^'^ 
of the generals > went to view the enemy, 
the Copacks and Calmucks. who had followed 
Prince M^«2^^(?^ marching clofe up to their 
camp, where they pickered a little with the 
^oles. Then the whole army advanced 
wthin half a league of the enemy, having 
a bridge to pafs, which took them up the 
reft of that day. The next day, they^j^^ ^^^ 
marched in order of battle ftraight upon the tie of Ca- 
enemy's front : the fignal of the attack was ^'fl^^ 
the firing of thrfee guns, which the enemy 
anfwered with two. Their body was com- 
manded by General Marderfelt : the right- 
wing (confifting of y c?/^/) was commanded 
by the Woywode of Kiow^ the left (con- 
iming of Lithuanians) by Count Sapega : the 
¥oliJn army was commanded by King ^«- 
gujltis^ who took his pofl: on the left. Prince 
Menzekoffon the right, and General Brant 
in the centre; the whole firft line being 
compofed of Ruffians and Saxons ; the fe- 
" cond who were all 7oles^ was commanded 
by the Crown-general Fineajky. 

About three Jn the afternoon the battle 
went fo fucccfsfully on, that in left than 
half an hour, the right-wing of the Sivedes 
was fb roughly handled, that they were 
forced to retire behind their wasaons? the 

V f z booy 
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13 o o K body ilood it till near fix o'clock, (well 
' VIL fought on both fides^ but of the Swedes^ 
not above three thoufand were left alive : on 
the left) twenty ^andards fubmitted to 
^^AXig Auguftus without ftriking a ftroke^ 
the reft that ftood were cut to pieces, or 
taken prifbners : the Woywode pf Kiow and 
Sapega got off in the evening, accompanied 
but by few. In this aftipn were taken a- 
bout an hundred ftandards and colours, all 
the artillery, ammunition ^nd baggage, con- 
(ifting of about fix thoufapd waggons. Ge- 
neral Marderfelt having pofted a Major 
with three hundred Swedes in the town, fur- 
rendered alfo next day at difcretion^ with 
fbme hundreds more, who had retired do- 
ring the engagement. 

Amongft the prifoners, befides the com- 
manding General, were four Swedljh colo- 
nels, five lieutenant-colonels, upwards of 
thu-ty-five majors, captains and fubaltems ia 
proportion. The Swedijh prifbners amoimt- 
cd in whole to two thoufand nine hundred 
dnd fix, befides wounded ; the killed near to 
two thoufand. / 

The Rujfians and Saxons had pear to 
three thoufand men ki|led and wounded. 

King Augufius fent all the ^olijh prifo- 
ners to the Crown-general, who let them 
:ill go free, on promife never to take armsi 
thereafter againft th? King and republic: 
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lie aUb releafed General Marderfeltj on gi- B q o K 
ving his parole that General Adam^ Weid VII. 
ihould be exchanged for him : he was a ""^^^ 
favourite of Wince Menzeko^Sj and had 
been detained prifoner at th? firft affair of 

The Czar when he got the a^rcounts of 
this viftory was fo well pleafed, that he 
gratified the generals with his piAure fet 
with diarnonds ; the colonels and Ueutenant* 
colonels with a medal In gold, (his effigies) 
fet alfo with diamonds, aqd fujtable pre- 
fents to all the reft, 

PrmccM^^z^^(9^ after this viftory, pro- 
pofed (o Augujius to march into Saxony 
with their viAorious troops, and attack the 
King of Sweden^ in his own country, where 
all his faithful fubje<5bs would infallibly join 
them : the King replied, that; they were not 
ftrong enough for fuch an enterprize ; the 
Prince faid as for that, he would write to 
the Czar, who upon fo good a defign would 
enter into Poland with an army of Gxty 
thoufand men: but the King had other 
views, his thoughts being wholly taken up 
in procuring the befl condition^ for himfelf 
he could. The generals, Braiit^ and Renn^ 
fcconded Prince Menzekojf In this propofal, 
but nothing could prevail with the King to 
undertake it ; for befides the rifk of being 
cjefcatcd^ he thought the carrying fuch a 

numerous 
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Boor numerous army into Saxoty would endrefy 
VII. ruin the country, fo that he judged how- 

^^rr\J ever hard the King o( Sweden s terms might 
be, he would ftill thereby lave his heredi- 
tary dominions, which he thought prefer- | 
able to the uncertainty of the war: 

King Augttftus had before the battle of 
€aU(hy given full power to his two com- 
miflTarics, Baron jy Imhoff znA^AovA. Finjlen 
to treat with the King of Siveden^ and con- 
clude a peace on what condinons he would, 
fvcn to renounce the crovm in favours of 
King Stanijlaus. Thefe plenipotentiaries 
were fo diligent, that ha\dng received their 
powers at rTovogrodek on the 1 6th of Au- 

King Awgnfiy ^ treaty was concluded on the 25th of 

guftut September following at Altranjladty near to 

!Sfhw>ur. ^'^Pf^^y (where the King of Sweden had 
able peace his quarters) on very few articles : the chief 
with the was, his renouncing for ever the crown of 
^^denzx ^^^^^^ *^^ favours of Stanijlaus^ which was 
Altran- of itfclf uull ; for by the laws of the coiin- 
fiadt. ^ly^ no King of Poland can renounce the 
crown in favours of any who is not unani- 
moufly chofen by the republic. 

It is eafy to judge whether the Czar had 
reafon to be pleafed with this treaty, where- 
in KlngAuguJlns had not only renounced 
the crown, and acknowledged King Stani- 
flaus^ but given up his alliance vnth the 
Czar, obliging himfelf never to giVe him 

ailif^ance 
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. afliftaace ki any event; llkewaysy to deliver Bo o K 
up to the King of Swedeny his General and VIL 
pknipotentiary Mr, TatcuL But what did ^^^>'^^ 
this peace advantage King Augujius? It 
did not better ius situation in any fhape : 
tiheKing o( Sweden continued ftill in *&- 
xonyy raifing exorbitant contributions, be* 
(ides the having his army fubiifted ; fo that 
it rendered his fituation more deplorable 
than ever, which he acknowledged himfelf 
fbme time after to the States-general, in a 
letter. What he wrote to ^tanijlaus by 
the King of Sweden\ orders^ mufl: have 
been much againft die ^rain widi him. 
His kiter and Stuniflaus*% ^uiiwer are c«- 
fiofides ia their kind* 



King AUGUSTUSES Letter 
t^Kmg STANISLAUS. 

Sir and Brother, 

* A S I am obliged to have a regard to 

* JC\^ the King of Sweden % defire, I can- 
^ not fbnin congratulating your majefty upon 

* your getdng the crown, tho' perhaps the 
^ advantageous trea^ which that King has 

* lately a>ncUided tor your majefty, might 
^ have excuied^ne from this correfpondence : 

* however, 
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Book* however, I do congratulate your majefly, 
VII. * befeechihgGoD, that your fubjefts may 

* be more faithful to you than they Have 

* been to me/ 

AUGUSTUS KING. 

Liepjicky ^pril 
8th 1707* 



STANISLAUS'S Anfwer- 

Sir and Brother^ 

TH E correfpondShce with yttur ma- 
jefty is a frefh oblig^dbn I owe tt) 
the King of Sweden. I have a due fenfe 
of the compliments you make me upon 
my coming to the throne; and I hope 
niy fubjefts fliall have ho ground to fail 
in their fidelity to me, as I Audi obferve 
the laws of the kingdom/ 

STANISLAUS King of Poland. 



The Czar, by this unfaithful ftep of his 
ally, was obliged to alter his mealures en- 
tirely, Narva was by this time well for- 
tified, as alfb St. Tetersburgh and Crohfiat; 
fo that he v^s in no pain about what his 

enemy 
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enemy could attempt on that quarter, tho' Book 
the Swedljh Admiral advanced with his VII. 
fleet, and lay at anchor before Ratufary^ ^-^^^^^^ 
but without ofFering to land any troops. 
General Meydel too, in conctert with the 
Admiral, marched with a body of fivethou- 
land men towards St. Tetersburghj which 
obliged the Czar (though too late in the 
feafon) to befiege Wlburgh^ the capital of 
Carelia^ by taking of which, he would re- 
move his enemy to a greater diftance. The yy^^ ^ - 
High-admiral Appraxin^ therefore, having //?«/ be- 
under his command eighteen thoufand foot^^S^ ^^^"^ 
and dragoons, inverted it in the month of "'^ * 
Ottobery but without fuccefs, the Suuedijh 
General having provided the place with all 
things neceflary for a good defence, be- 
fides, having the fea open ; fo that the Ad- 
miral after having thrown in more than 
a thoufand bombs into the town, abandoned 
the fiege for that time, and returned to St. tut with* 
Tetersburgh. The Swedijl) Governor, Ma- ^s/""^ 
jor-general Lubekir, as the Rujfians retired, 
ordered out a party of foot and horfe to 
beat up their rear, . but without cfFeft, never 
daring to advance within cannon-fhot of 
them, they made their retreat in fo good 
order. 

The'Czar was all this while with his 

army, commanded by Marftial OgihiCj on 

the confines of Toland ; whence he wrote a 

Vol. I. G g letter 
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Book letter tQ the republic, defiring them flot to 
VII. be difcou raged, for, tho' their King had 

'^•^^'^^^ abandoned them, he would proteft and de- 
fend them, not only againft their common 
. enemy the King of Sweden^ but againft all 
others : exhorting them never to fubmit to, 
nor acknowledge Stanijlaus for their King. 
Whereupon the Primate, together with many 
of the chief fenators, who were moft of them 
j4ugnftus% creatures, anfwered the Czars 
letter in a moft fubmiflive manner, acknow- 
ledging the great honour and favour he did 
them in taking the republic under his pro- 
teftion ; that they would adhere firmly to 
their late alliance, and never abandon Wm, 
nor acknowledge Stanijlaus King of y<H 
hnd^ no, not in the ^orft of events. Af- 
ter which, the Czar met with feveral of the fe- 
nators at ZoJkioWj where he renewed what 
he had promi(ed in his letter by word of 
mouth, and they the fame to him ; where- 
with both parties feemed fatisfied. But he 
being exceedingly picqued againft King ^u- 
gttftusy firft, for making a feparate peace 
without his knowledge ; . and in the fecond 
place, for delivering up to the common e- 
nemy his General and AmbafTador Mr. "Pat- 
cut; he vv^anted above all things to have 
an interregnum declared, and that the Pri- 
mate, as is cuftomary, fhould manage mat- 
ters until affau-s cleared up ; which (he (aid) 

he 
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p he hoped, by God's affiftancc, would very Bo ok 
r* (bon happen to the great advantage of the VII. 
\ republic : and at the ^nie time, he propofed ^^y^^'^ 
they ftiould declare both King Augnjlus and 
Stanijlaus for ever incapable of pofTeffing 
the throne. . All the fenators prefent went 
frankly into the propofal, yet would take 
nothing on them being fo few, but remit- 
ted the whole to the council of Limberg ; 
where moft of the fenators met in the month 
of February 1707. About this time, Prince 1707. 
Wiejnowitjky Great-general of Lithuania^ j^i^r,^ 
declared for Stanijlaus^ on promife of fuc-w/z/t^ 
ceeding to the command of Great-general ^°.^^'^' 
after Count Sapegas death : he joined Ge- " 
neral Lcvenhaupt with all his troops, and 
. treated the Ruffians as enemies every where. 
The Czar took it heinoufly ill, that (af- 
ter the ftrongeft aflurances both by word 
and write to the contrary) he had forgot 
the many favours he had received from him ; 
particularly, that of being advanced to the 
command of the Lithuanian army by his 
intered, befides feveral large fums of mo- 
ney he had been fupplied with from tfme to 
time ; and laftly, that for fomc time paft 
he had not anfwered his letters, nor allow.- 
cd his refident. (whom he kept by him) to 
write. And for thefe reafons, with con- 
fent of many of the fenators, he got Ogiujiy 
Starojla oi Samoitia appointed and declared 

"" g 2 ' Great 
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Book Great-general of Lithuania. Prince Jflef 
VIL ncrwitjky being no more fupplied with money 
^^^'^^^^ from the Czar, moft part of the forces un- 
der his command left him, and repaired to 
Oginjkjy whom the Czar fupplied, and who 
continued firm to the laft, 
' Sniegilfkyj the beft partifan belonging to 

the parti- King Augujius\ party, alfo changed fides, 
fan Sme- on fomc harfh language and difobligment he 
f w- nict with from Prince Menzekoff; whereat 
the Czar was fo offended, that he took his 
favourite heartily to tafk after his ufual 
manner. Smegiljky not only joined Stani- 
Jlaus himfelf, but fet at liberty the Woywodc 
o£ KicfWy ^olotskjy alfo Count T^r^irK^, be- 
fides carrying fome hundreds oi Ruffians 
prifoners to the Swedes. 

The Czar during the winter took all the 
neceffary mcafures for recruiting, and lup- 
porting his numerous army, in order toop- 
pofe the Swedes^ whom he expefted dthcr 
into Lithuania or Livonia at the opening of 
the campaign ; but they entered neither of 
them, to the Czar's exceeding good luck, 
and the King of Sweden's irrecoverable lofs ; 
fo that in the beginning of the year 1707, 
the Czar had in Poland an army of forty 
thoufand foot and thirty tlioufand dragoons, 
befides twenty regiments more he cxpefted 
from Mofcow and clfewhere, without reck- 
oning the troops he had in Courland^ 

Livonia^ 
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JLsvonf'a, &c. and ha\ing fure accounts that Bo o k 
the King of Sweden wzs not to lesLve Sa- VII. 
xo/jy foon, he fent his miniftet, Prince Gre- ^<y^<^^ 
gory Dolgortikjy to Limbergy where the great 
council was to aflemble in the beginning of 
the month of February. Dolgoruky found 
(as he eypefted) the whole fenators in per- 
feft good underftanding with his mafter the 
CzsiV. The Primate and moft of the fenators, 
as has been already faid, were King Augu^ 
Jlus's creatures, and were fure if Staniflaus 
pre\'ailed, to lofc their ports and prefer* 
ments; (b that it appeared no difficult mat- 
ter to the Czar to bring them into his mea- 
furcs: they all unanimoufly begged a-new, 
that his majefty would take the republic un- 
der his prbteftion ; which his minifter Pripce 
Dolgoruky aflured them he would, and ne- 
ver in any event abandon them. Then as 
to the fubfiftcnce of the Rujfian army, the 
council agreed, that there fhould be allowed 
an hundred and forty thoufand pound of 
bread a-day to fcventy thoufand men, with 
forage. 

On the nth, the council being full, the The great 
queftion was propofed whether they had a council of 
King or not ? and after having confidered ^^^^^ 
King y^figuji us' s conduft, his retreat, and the throne 
treaty with the enemy, by which he re- vacant 
nouiiccd tht crown, the throne was dcclar- 
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Lublin, 



Bo o K ed vacant: then they appointed a c^ret to 
VII. be held at Lublin in the month or M^r- 
^-^^^^''^^ In the mean dme, they canfed affemble the 
poimcd*at Provincial dyets, and alfo wrote to and ex- 
horted thofe of the oppofite party to repau* 
to the faid dyet, (promifing them all (afety) 
that they might confer together, and unani- 
moufly purfue the mod effeftual means for 
their common defence. The Primate alfo 
wrote letters to fcveral foreign powers, dcfi- 
ring they would not acknowledge any for 
King of Toland^ but theperfon who fhould be 
cholen by the free votes of all the orders of 
the republic : then the Great-general of the 
crown, Fineaskyj prefented a letter to the 
council^ which he had that day recdved 
from the Czar, in thefe words : 

* Since the King of Sweden has carried 
his point fb far as to take the crown from 
King Augujius^ and by his- fole authority, 
without a free eleftion, has conferred it on 
another, it is not to be doubted, but that 
he will next ufe all the means he can 
think of, to create a mifunderftanding be- 
twixt the moft ferene republic and us. In 
order thereto, his minifters at foreign 
courts have fpread a report, as if there 
was a treaty going to be entered into be- 
twixt him and us. I do not deny, that 
whilft at Stolitza^ I (hewed before a fo- 

* reign 



The 

Czar*s let- 
ter. 
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reign miniftcr (as the duty of a Chriftian Book 
obliged me) lome inclination towards VIL 
peace, but never a feparate one, (fuch a <>^>^^^ 
thought never entered within my breaft) 
but to treat publickly in concert with the 
republic, by minifters appointed by them 
and us ; lb that we hereby declare, that 
we fhall never ^ enter into any private or 
feparate treaty, by no channel or mediati- 
on whatfoever, feeing the faith and repu- 
tation of a monarch confifts in the religi- 
ous obfervance of treaties, which ought to 
be preferred to all private interefts imagin- 
able. We alfo declare, that we will ad- 
here conftantly to the treaties concluded 
betwixt the republic and us ; which we 
fhall always obferve with the utmoft ex- 
aftnefs. This is what we thought fit to 
inform you of, recommending you be- 
fides, to the protection of the Mos^t 
High.' 

This letter gave occafion to the council 
to depute fome of their members to Zol- 
kiow (where the Czar had all thib time con- 
tinued) to make his majefty their hearty 
acknowledgements for his favourable difpo- 
iitions towards the republic ; as alfo to con 
cert meafures in the prefent ficuation of 
affairs. 

Some days after, the Czar, the Czaro- ^^^5 ^^^^ 
wich, Prince Menzekojf and others arrived Lmk-rg. 

at 
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B o o K at Limbergy where his majefty was received 
VII. by the fenators with all the ceremonies and 
marks of refpeft and confidence imaginable : 
he affifted at their deliberations, and omit- 
ted nothing that could engage the fenaton 
to declare and confirm in this council, the 
Royal confederacy oi Sandomir ; and that 
all their refolutions fhould be confidcrcd as 
the effefts and fequel of that confederacy: 
the refolution to declare the throne vacant, 
was confirmed : then, after the (enators had 
held feveral conferences amongft themfelves, 
as alfo with the Czar's minifters, they 
concluded in the following words: 

* We fenators and confederate fhites of 
the republic and crown ofTolandy and 
of the great dutchy of Lithuania^ after 
having eftablilhed amongft us the founda- 
tion of a ftrift alliance and fincerc cor- 
refpondence ; as alfo, having unanimoufly 
refolved to maintain the general confede- 
racy of Sandomirj have continued our de- 
liberations in tlie manner following : Wc 
have given a public audience to his Cza- 
rifh majefty's minifters, with whom we 
have had feveral conferences : after which, 
we refolved on our part to fend deputies 
to his faid majefty, to fignify to him our 
moft hearty acknowledgments and conti- 
nuation of our friendfhip; as alfo, to 
declare our intention of putting in execu- 

* tion 
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* uoii the articles of alliance concluded be- B 00k 
^ twixt us, and td repfefeilt to him our VII. 
grievances^ in regard of his tfobps : and '<^^'^^^ 
though thefe deputies have riot delivered 
his refolutions to us on certain articles,, 
fuch as we could have wifiied, they have 
neverthelefs obtained from his imperial 
majefty an order to evacuate and deliver 
up to us all the towns in the Tolijh Uk- 
raine^ occupied heretofore by Colonel 
Tallie; fo that we have appointed com- 
miffaries with troops, to receive and take 
pofleflion of the faid towns. We have 
alfo confirmed thofe who were appointed 
by the great council, to have infpeftion 
jointly with his Czarifh majefty's deputies, 
that no diforders be committed by his 
troops/ 

By this conclufiori, on6 '^^ould think there 
was a great harmony betwixt his Czarifh 
majefty and the council of Limberg^ fup- 
portcd by the two following declarations, 
one from the Czar, and the other from the 
confederates; but how fincere the generali- 
ty of the ^oles were, will very foon appear. 
' "PETER the firft, by the Grace the 
of God, fovercign of all RuJ/Ja^ &c. Czar'scfc- 
in confequehce of our oath on the con- 
clufion of a perpetual peace betwixt us * 
and the republic of Tolaricf, we oblige 
ourfelvcs to obferve fmcerely, religioufly 
Vol. L H h ' and 
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and unalterably our allianct with the laid 
republic; and that until the finifhing of 
the war, or making peace with the enemy, 
wherein the republic is to be comprehend- 
edi we never will abandon the faid re- 
public in adyerfity nor profperity: wc 
never fhall conclude a (cparate treaty, but 
on the contrary, will adhere to, proteA 
and defend the republic in its rights, free 
eleftion, and privileges, againft oijr re^)e- 
ftivc enemies, the King oi Sweden and his 
adherents : we never will acknowledge any 
for King of ^olandy but him who IhaU 
be fet upon the throne by the unanimous 
eleftion of the faithful confederates of 
the republic: tve fhall not in any ways 
meddle with the affairs of flatc, but fhaJl 
leave the fenators at full freedom in their 
approaching eleftion. In fine, we fhall 
make no demands on the republic, and 
fhall execute faithfully all the articles of 
the treaty concluded betwixt us and thcra, 
on the word of a Prince, <^c. At Lim- 
berg^ the 30th of March 1707/ 
The council on the other fide declared 
themfelves as follows : * Wc fenators affem- 

* bled at the great council of Limhergy in 

* corifequence of the confederacy of Sando- 
' ;;;/>, by virtue of the promife the Czar has 
^ given us in writing, have in return given the 
' following afTurances to his majefty. In the 

m 
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firft place, that we fhall never defift from pro- Book 
fefling the Roman catholic religio;i, nor VII, 
from fupporting and maintaining our liher- ^^^y^^f^ 
tic3, rights and privileges of a free cle6l:ion, 
nor from the treaty concluded betwixt the 
Czar and us, which we have confirmed ; 
that we (hall enter into no treaty with 
our adverlaries without the Czar, but that 
we fhall jointly defend and maintain our 
rights and privileges, and never fliall hear- 
ken to any propofal, tho' ever fo advan- 
tageous, nor acknowledge any for ouf 
King, but him who fliall be raifed to the 
throne by the faithful confederates of the 
republic, without ever hamg repourfe to, 
or taldng part with the Swedes ; tha{ we 
ever fliall oppofe the common enemy and 
his adherents, employing againft them our 
troops, our lives and fortunes, jointly 
with his Czarifli majefty's army ; whom 
we fliall never abandon, neither in adver-t 
fity nor profperity. We declare, that wc 
will adhere to the prefent alliance inviol^ 
ably during the courfe of the war, and 
until we fliall obtain an advantageous 
peace : to all which, we oblige ouVfelves 
in confequence of the faid confederacy, 
and of our oaths on the words of gcntljp- 
men. In tefUmony of which, wc have 
fubfcribed thefe prefents at Limberg the 

30th o( McfTch lyoy' 

R h a TO? 
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Book This aft was figned by eighteen fenators, 
Vli. the Primate Szenwicky and the Great-gcnc- 
^^■^^^'^^ ral of the crpwp, Stneajhy^ at their head. 
*^he Czar after having received thefe ailur- 
ances, wherewith he was well pleafed^ rc- 
turnpd to Zolkiow with the Czarowich and 
^enzekoffi where, feeing his enemies had 
Iprcad a report a? if he defigned to propofc 
his fon at the dyet of Lublin as candidate 
for the prown, conceiving how prejudicial 
fuch z, report might be to their common in- 
tcrefts, ordered his fon for Mofcow ; and to 
convince the ^oles how ferious he was to 
put in execution the articles of this treaty, 
caufed pay eighf hundred thoyfand florips 
JFpr the fubfiftance qf the Telifi and Lithw 
qnian troops. 
The Czir After which, he ordered his armies to 
takcsmca-uiarch different routs, as well to procure 
^"rotc^ng them eafier fybfiftence, as to cover the ap- 
thcdyctatproaching dyet from being infulted by the 
LubiiH. enemy* M^rfli^I Sheremetoff^ y^ith thirty 
thopfand men was ordered into the Woy- 
wpdefhip of Cracow ; where to his no fmali 
furprize, he was joined by fifteen hundred 
Kujfians^ who had been fent the year before 
into Saxony y auxiiliaries to King y^uguji us : 
and, as the King of Sweden played the m>- 
fler abfolutciy ip Saxony^ nothing could 
jjleafe him but to have thefe troops delivered 
up to him prifoners of w^rj which the 

Saxon 
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SaxQH commiflarics in their treaty at yiltraH" Book 
Jladt had agreed to. But Colonel Rentzel^ VII. 
who commanded the Rujfians^ getting time^ v^v>^ 
ly notice thereof, withdrew from Saxony^ 
and marched into Moranria by the conni-* 
vance and affiftancc of the Prince of Ba- 
routh ; then continued his routq through 
the Emperor's country, under imperial co-» 
lours, till he arrived in Poland, and joined 
the Marfhal near to Cracow. The Czar 
was fo well pleafed with RentzePs condpA, 
that he . advanced him to the rank of a 
Major-general, and in a fhort time after to 
that of Lieutenant-general. 

About the end or March ^ Colonel SchultSy Thcadlic^ 
with his own regiment, and about three rcms of 
thoufand Cojfacks and Calmucks fell upon^^J^*^ 
the famous partifan Srnegilfky at Lubrinjka ; King of 
where, after a hot difpute which continued 'JtI^ . 
about two hours, he defeated him entirely, ^^ 
killed and took prifoners about two thou* 
fand men, not loflng on his fide above 
three hundred. 

After which, the faid Colonel burnt and 
deftroyed all the lands belonging to the 
Stanijlaites where-ever he pafTed, viz. the 
towns of RavitZy Cajanowa and Tolijh Lijfa ; 
alfo in Lithuania^ the Ruffians reduced -B/- 
chaiv after a vigorous defence, and obliged 
the garrifon to lurrender at difcrerion. The 
Governor, (Gcncpl Stirtjly) with his bror 

ther 
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Book ther and others, endeavoured to excolc 
VII. themfelves, alledging they were obliged to 
bbey what orders they received from Prince 
Wiejnowitsly ; which excufe the Czar had 
no regard to, but fent them all to die nam* 
ber of three thoufand to Mnfccrw^ with an 
hundred piece of cannon, ammunidon, and 
ether warlike ftores found in Bichow. 

The Ruffianly tho' they had orders to 
deftroy only the lands belonging to thofe who 
adhered to the King of Sweden and Stauh- 
Jlaasy could not well diftinguifh which was 
which ; (b that often the innocent fnStrcd 
with the guilty, which occaiioned conftant 
complaints* 

Lieutenant-general Renn, with a body of 
ten thoufand dragoons, marched towards 
Dantzfcky which had by this time declared 
for Stanijlausy fent to the magiftrates thefc 
following condidons ; which ir they cfid not 
comply with, he would fet all round the 
town on fire. 

imoy That they fhould take down their 
cannon from their walls. 2J0, That they 
fhould turn out of the town all who were 
in Staniflaus's interefl:, and deliver up the 
Swedljb commiflary. pio^ That they 
ihouid pay to the Czar the yearly revenue 
the town was due to the King of ToianJ^ 
J^to^ A certsdn quandty of ammunition. 
^, That the Aujftan troops fhould be 

quartered 
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<|uartered in the VerJkr. 6to^ To furnifh Book 
cloaching for fifteen hundred dragoons. VIL 
7W9, Tents for ten thoufand men. 8w, v-^vn> 
Bread for the army, pw, To renounce 
for ever Stanijlaus. i otiw, A gratuity for 
the General. 

The Dantzickers would not go into thcfc 
terms, but on the contrary prepared for 
their defence, and fent twelve hundred meii 
under the command of a Colonel into the 
Verder; fo that General Kenn having no 
artillery, notwithflanding his high demands^ 
thought fit to leave Dantztck for this time. 

The King of Sweden all this while con-^ 
dnued in Saxony^ playing ^^ much the fove- 
reign in all that country as ever he had 
done in Sweden ; fo that none durft difpute ^. j^ 
his orders. The court of France j wnofeof5w^r« 
advantage it was, the longer he continued in ^^^^ "» 
Germany y flattered his ambition with the^^*^'^' 
hopes of becoming mediator of the diffe- 
rences betwixt the courts of France and 
SpatHj and the allies ; whofe intercfl it was, 
on the other hand, to ufe all poilible means 
to induce the King of Sweden to quit Ger- 
manyy the Emperor having gone into all 
his meafures. The Duke 01 Marlborough ar- 
rived in Saxony^ being fent by the Queen of 
Great Britain znd the reft of the allies, to^j^^^^^ 
negociatc that affair; and having had a con- of Marl- 
fcrence with Count Tiper^ the King oi^<'''^^£^ 

Sweden's 
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Book Sweden s (irft iliinifter, and then an aodience 
VII. of the King, (whm he found as intent as he 
^^^^^^^ could have wifhed to be revenged of the 
^^^^^ Czar) left Saxonj after three days ftay, 
with the without making any propofals to the Ring ; 
^^j^ who thought he had it in his power to db- 
lige both parties ; firft, by attacking and re- 
ducing the Czar ; then, after ending matten 
in Ruffia^ to return in good time, and be- 
come mediator betwixt the allies and the 
two above-mentioned crowns. 

The Czar all this while intent on fetring 

up a competitor to Stanijlausj who woali 

The Czar have at leaft as good a right to the crown 

Ambi^- as he, fent Prince Kurakin Ambaffador to the 

dor to the Pope, left after King Augufius had renoun- 

^^I«* ced the crown mStani/laus's favour, his Holi- 

nefs might be perfuaded to acknowledge 

him. Prince Kurakin in the firft audience 

acquainted the Pope of his mafter the Czar's 

good inclination towards the holy fee, that 

he had built a convent for the capuchins, and 

allowed the free exercife of the Roman ci- 

tholic religion over his whole empire ; which 

gave hopes of the long wifhed for re-union 

of the Greek and Latin churches: this 

able minifter fo fatisfied his holinefs, that 

he returned to his mafter with full and 

ample aflu ranees, that the Pope never would 

acknowledge Stanijlaus as King of Poland. 

The 
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The Czar having carried this great point, Book 
his next defign was to prolong as far as he VII. 
could the King of iwd'^M's continuing in vjnro 
Saxony : his firft thoughts were to attack 
him with an army far fuperior to his, and 
even march into Saxony ih order thereto; 
but then apprehending that the dyet of Lu^ 
blin would in his ablence come to no con^ 
dufion, he fell upon a fecond expedient, 
which was the writing of letters to the The ctsi 
Queen of Great Britain^ and to the States- ^"'^' ^® 
general, enumerating all the good offices he jj^^ ^ 
Jhad done to King yiugtrfi us ; firft, that the states. 
without his afliftance, he never had been «^°*^' 
King of Poland; then the large fums of 
money and great armies he had from time to 
rime during the war fupplied him with, in- 
treating, that they would not guarantie the 
late peace concluded betwixt him and the 
King of Sweden ; alio, that they would 
write to the faid King, not to maltreat his 
Ambaflador Mr. Tatcul^ whom King yiu- 
gujius contrary to his parole had deUvered 
up. But the Queen of Great Britaiff and 
the States-general being fo intent with the 
other allies, to leave no further room for 
the King of Sweden^ continuing in Saxony ^ 
(which took the place of all other confidenir 
rions) went into the faid guarantie, and ne- 
ver (fo far as I could learn) did they make 

Vol. I. I i any 
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Book any ftep in fiiyour of xHm j>oQr unfortunate 
Vn. Tatcul. 

^'^^^^^ The Czar finding himfclf diiappointed in 
his expedtaiions ftom Queen ^nne and the 
States-general, nbtwithftanding the advan- 
tageous trgde both thefe nadon$ had of a 
long dme carried on y ith Ruffia^ {ivhich he 
thought 4:night incline ^em to grant him & 
fmall a fcivour) had recourfe to anotlw ex- 
pedient, which was, to fend an army ^ 
thirty thoufimd men of his beft troops into 
Swedifiy ^omerania^ judging thereby diat 
the Kong of Sweden would rather march 
with his army in ({pfeBce of his own coun- 
try, than invade thofe of his neighbour's; 
by which the dycfl: q£ Lublin would have 
time to put their deliberations in executiofl* 
But this could not be done without having 
leave of the King of Truffta to marc^ 
through a part of his country, which he 
would at this junfhire by no means grant 

The Czar had all this tinfe continued io 

his quarters at ZolkioWy urging the fenators 

to aiTemble the dyet at Lublin ; where in 

Tbe Czar the interim, he publiihed an univerfalia, in- 

paUUhes vi^ng Prince fTieJiurwit/ky and others to 

2lj^^°*^ 'repair to it, where they ihould be in all 

iafe^, to concur with him, and with the 

confederate fenators, and agree upon the 

mofl: effeAual means for their common fc- 

curity 
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coiity and intcrcft, which could ^ot well Book 
be done by any other means than by a VI L 
hearty union amongft themfelves. \.rr^ 

Wiefno'mitfiy for himfelf and ethers, /^/>/w 
caufcd publifti a counts- univerfalia, where- JJ!^ ^^ 
in he declared, that he would not have de-ooOier, * 
parted from- the confederates, if he had not 
(eoi the inevitable ruin of the republic (b 
long as they coiltinued divided under the 
numagement of two ftkrh powerful poten- 
tates at variaiice, butof twa e^ls the lead: 
was to be cfabfen ; therefore, h* invited all 
in general to adhere to King Stanijlaus^ un- 
der the proteAicHi dS- the ntaghanimous King 
d Sweden y who wag' a Prince of fuch un- 
quefUonable ht)riou^ and veracity^ that the 
republic had nothing to fear from him. 
Whereas the Czar of iJ«^tf , as all his pre- 
decefTors ever fince' the rile of that mo- 
narchy, had ever attempted the deftruftion 
of Poland: for inftanc?, the prefcnt havock 
and oppreffion ail ranks of people met with 
from the irregular and cruel proceedings of 
his troops, (paring neither friend nor foe. 
Likeas, the maffacre of the ^oles at Lu^ 
brinska^ with the taking of BichoWy where 
he not only fcnt all the Tolijh prifoners to 
Mo/ccWy but alfo the whole artillery, am- 
munition and warlike ftores found in that 
place, which are efle^ properly belon^ng 
to the republic ; (b that (added he) I leave 
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Bo o K it to every one to judge what can be a- 
y|L peAed but utter rum and deftru^on by 
yy^^ adhering to the Czar. 

It b true, that when the reins are let 
Joofe to the (bldiery in burning and deftroy- 
ing countries, |( is not to be imagined but 
great difbrder^ mud be committed : but the 
Czar did aU hp cpuld to prevent it, by 
fending repeated orders to the generals to 
take under their fpecial proteSion all lands 
and eftates belonging to the confederates of 
Sandomir: he alio promifed to the dyet 
which had met at Lublin theaid ofMajy 
to reftore to the republic the town of £/• 
chow^ jind the whole artillery, ^c. he had 
^aufed tranfi>ort to Mofcaw^ wherewith 
^ey were a little pacified. 

After which, the Czajc repaired in perfon 
to Lublin efcoited by his guards, and ac- 
companied by the ambafladors oi Denmark 
znd Trufta^ together with Copnt Berefinij 
The Czar ^^^ itom Prfnce Ragotzky head of the mal- 
rcfofcf contents in Hungary^ demanding fuccours 
^^"^'f*' l?oth of men and money, making offer at 
offer. the fame time of their crown to his fon the 
Czarowich ; which the Czar generoufly rc- 
fufed, declaring he would not interfere nor 
give occafion to his good ally the Emperor 
of Germanjj to become his enemy. 

The Czar had not made any ftay at Lu- 
hlin^ before he difcovered the fendments of 

moft 
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mod of the members; and, finding thatBooK 
they could not be depended upon, thought VIL 
fit to lay before them thcfe three propofi- 



His mt- 
^^"^- nagcmeot 

Fir ft ^ That they flioud declare the throne at UAUn. 
vacant, and proceed to the deftion of a 
King. 

Secondly^ That they fhould frame a new 
form of oath, by which the fenators fhould 
oblige thcmfelves vto adhere inviolably and 
faithfully to him. 

Thirdly^ That agreeable to their engage- 
ments, they fhould give furety for their 
firm adherence to their alliance. 

To thefe propofitions, the members of 
the dyet anfwered, they had not as yet fuf- 
fident afTurance that King Augufius had 
altogether renounced the crown ; that there* 
fore they behoved to be allowed fome rime 
to fend into Saxony to know the determined 
will of that Prince ; that he had anally 
caufed arreft Fingften and Imhoff his two 
plenipotentiaries at Altranftadt^ which gave 
ground to believe that he difapproved of 
the treaty they had made. The fenators 
further propofed, that his Czarifh majcfty 
fhould find guaranties for his promifes, in 
favours of him who fhould be eleAed, and 
of the republic. 

The Czar made anfwer, that their pre- 
tended ignorance of King AuguftHs% not 

having 
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Book having altogether renounced the crown, wag 
Vn. fiivoloas, the faft being univerfally known 
fo far, that the Queen of Great Britain and 
the States-general had guarantied the fitid 
treaty ; that therefore, without prejudice to 
their liberties, he would propofe for candi- 
dates to the crown, the Great-general Si- 
neasky^ the Woywode of Mazovia^ Komun- 
'tbsk^^ the Vice-chancellor Szembeck^ and 
the fword-bear er of the crown, Count Dane- 
hoffy all of them having done very important 
fervice to the republic The Czar added, 
that any of the four thq^ pleafed to.eieft, 
might be afluned he would ftand by him as 
much as the King of Sweden did by Stani- 
Jtaus. This was doing thefe four gcndc- 
men no finall honour, in giving them the 
preference before all the princes, and other 
grandees o( Poland; efpecially from a Prince 
who knew mankind (b well as the Czar 
did. ' 

The Primate was amongft the firft that 
approved of the Czar's propofal, and told, 
that there was a neceflity of declaring the 
throne vacant ; and tho' he met with oppo- 
fition from feveral of the fenators^ flevcr- 
thelefs, he knew fo well how to manage them, 
that at laft it was refolved to declare the 
throne vacant, and to publifh an interr^- 
num ; after which, a dyet was to be held , 
at Novogredeck^ as much to reunite the two 
• nations, 
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nadons, as to ckA a King under the pro- Book 
tcftion of the Czar. VH. 

If all the members of the dyct of Lu^ ^"^^^ 
blin had afted with as much aeal as thc^^"^' 
Primate, they .had come to a full conclufion the dyct. 
ui this aflembly ; but moft part of the mem- 
bers were for prolonging the time by de- 
lays, which the Czar came very foon to 
underdand ; and that their only hopes were, 
that the King o£ Sweden would with his 
viftorious army foon leave Saxony^ and re* 
turn into Toland^ where he would diffipate 
all thefe imaginary fchemes ; moft of the 
fenators in that event bemg determined to - 
acknowledge King Staniflaus^ and hoping to 
gain his favour by thdr prefcnt delays. 

The Czar in this fituation, feeing plainly 
that he had nothing to depend on but his 
own force, chofe rather to condnue the war 
in Tola(td than carry it into his own coun- 
try ; and having his armies in mod countries 
over all Poland j he fent orders to his gene- 
rals to obferve the King of Sweden s mod- 
ons, to difpute all pailks, and deftroy all 
the bridges, pardcularly thofe of the Vijlu^ 
lUf when they found themfelves no more 
able to oppofe him ; then to burn and de- PoUndnr 
ftroy all the countries through which he^*«^' 
was to pafs, that he might not fubfift with 
his army: which orders were but too well 
put in execudon by the Rujftans^ Cojfacks 

and 
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Book and Calmucks. All that was valuable thej 
VII. carried off, and the reft they burnt^ which 
^-'^^"^ ruined both great and fmall, and occafioned 
iuch a prodigious clamour, that Count 
Danhoff^ came with complaints to his ma- 
jefty that^ his troops fpared neither friend 
nor foe, but burnt and deftroyed wherc- 
cver they marched, without diftinftion. 
The Czar told him, that by their delays 
they had forced him to purfue thefe mca- 
fures, which he thought moft conducive for 
keeping off and annoying his enemies, bdi^ 
perfuaded that he had nothing to depend 
upon but his own power; that he would 
neverthelefs continue to proteft the £uthfiil 
ienators, who had entered into an alliance 
with him, provided they continued firm, 
and never in any event acknowledge Stani^ 
Jlaus for King. 
The King The King of Sweden having at laft, <mi 
of Snuc x!tic I ft of September broke up from Altran- 
traordina' fi^^j dircftcd his march for Poland, and as 
ry vifit to he paffed near to Drefdetij the capital of So- 
^Zl/^^'^o^j9 accompanied by an Englijh peer (the 
Earl of T eterborough) and an Adjutant on- 
ly, took it in his head to pay a vifit, and bid 
adieu to King Augufius : the peer, though 
he was a perfon of as much refolution as 
himfelf, endeavoured to diffuade him from 
that defign. But as this Prince was always 
unadvifeable, he would needs go ; where, 

and 
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after having vifitcd the Queen of ^otandBoo k 
and the Eleftrefs dowager, he went and VII. 
breakfafted with the King : after breakfaft' ^^>^vn-/ 
he viewed the fortifications, then embraced 
and took leave of King yiugujlus^ who did 
not offer him the leaft injury. 

The Czar at this time was at Grodno^ 
where being informed that the King of Swe-- 
den had ahcady entered Toland^ he went to 
Warfaw and called a council of war, where 
he gave the neccffary orders, leaving the 
command of his army to Marfhal Shereme^ 
toffy then went himfelf to St. Tetersburgh^ in The Czar 
order to bring together moft of the forces fi^* ^® 
and beft troops of the empire, to fwallow ^^J^^' 
up the King of Sweden at once. 

Colonel Alexander Gordon was about this 
time rcleafed from his long Swedijh confine- 
ment, in exchange for Colonel Einjhieldj 
who had been taken prifoner by Marfhal 
Sheremetoffm Livonia : he met for the firft ' 
time with the Czar at TlefkoiVy on his way 
to St. Tetersburghy where he was received 
very gracioufly, and ordered to return with 
him to the faid place. Being daily in com- 
pany with his majefty, amongft other dif^ 
courfe, he was pleafed to alk him, what the 
general opinion of the Swedes was, of 
the prefent fituation of affairs ? The Colo- 
nel, who very well knew the Czar's tem- 
per, that he wanted to be fpoke to freely, 

Vol. I. K k and 
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Book and without rcfcrvc, told him that the 
VII. Swedes were generally of opinion, that, 

^'^-^^'^^ confidering the great fuccefs their-Kin^ had 
had already, nothing was impoflible or too 
difficult for him, and that one decifive battle 
would put an end to the whole. Very well 
faid the Czar, we fhall take the beft care o( 
that we can : we fhall fight with him , as 
long as he has a mind, and perhaps not 
come to a decifive ftroke till it fliall be 
judged convenient. The Colonel was a few 
ilays after advanced to the rank of a Briga- 
dier. 

The Kin^ The Rujftan generals behaved with abun- 

^^/^^dik- ^^"^^ ^^ conduft and feemed to be no more 
cult afraid of the Sivedes ; (Jo far matters 
march, -^ere changed) they difputed all pafles with 
the King of Siveden, particularly on the 
Viftula; which, finding imprafticable to 
pafs, the bridges being all deftroyed, he 
quartered his army all along, from Warfcnv 
znAThorn, in the Rcyal-V^rujfia near to 
Dantzick. 

The Ruffian infantry were quartered be- 
twixt Kaven and Urfa y the dragoons from 
Tycozin to Grodno and Novogrodecky much 
upon their guard: the crown-army, com- 
manded by their Great-general Sineajky at 
Ufodovjaj in Black-RuJ/Ia, no ways capable 
to give any afliftance to the Ruffians. 

Is 
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In the interim, an Ambaflador from the B o o k 
"Ottoman 7orte came to congratulate the VIL 
King o^ Sweden on his good fuccefs; as al- ^^""^ 
fb. King Stan ifla us on his acceffion to the ^^^^^^^"^ 
throne, which alarmed the Czar not a little, congratu- 
but without reafon, for the King of Swe-' \^^^J^y 
den was 10 much convmced or his own im- 
portance, that he lieither accepted nor re- 
fuf d an alliance with the Turks^ hut dif- 
jni-fled the AmbaiTador with a compliment. 

However, the Czar fearing the worft, or- The Czar 
dered fome troops into the Ukraine^ that he f^"^^ ^^^ 

- I I r • I f \ c-f I 1 troops 10* 

mi^ht nof be lurpnzed by the T«r^j; then to the 
from St. Tetersburgh he went to Mofcow^ Ukraine, 
where his prcfcnce was neceflary, both for 
caufing repair the lofle^ the*fire had occafi^ 
oned in that city, (by reducing of fome thou- 
(ands of houfes to afhes) and for punifhing in 
an exemplary manner the ring-leaders of a 
rebellion, formerly mentioned, in Aftracan^ 
who had committed horrid cruelties, cutting 
(he throats of all the foreigners, men, wo- 
men and children. This rebellion was 
thought to have been fomented by fome 
Strelitzes^ who had been banifhed to that 
country : it was at laft quelled by General 
7eter Appraxtn^ the Admiral's brother, The re* 
who cut to pieces moft of the rebels, and^^^^^^' 
(aved only the chief pcrfons, whom he fent poniihcd, 
to MoJcQiVj to the number of an hundred 
and above ; where fome were broke upon 

K k * the 
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Book the wheel, fomc beheaded, and the reft 
VII. hanged. The Czar had the fatisfaftion af- 
^^^^r^ ter having put an end to his weightier af- 
fairs, to fee the great royal difpenfary finiih- 
ed ; which is one of the greateft orna- 
ments of the city : there are for ordinary 
eight apothecaries, as many apprentices, and 
upwards of forty journeymen, not only, to 
furniih drugs for the ufe of the armies and 
fleets, but alfo to ferve the whole empire, 
which makes a great addition to the Czar's 
revenues, none other being tolerated within 
his majefty's dominions. 

'There is alfo another branch of the Czar's 
revenues, which may be here mentioned, viz. 
the breweries ; his majefty having over all 
the towns and villages in this extenfive em- 
pire, breweries called C^^^f^/, where malt-: 
Ipirits, beer and mead are always fold for 
the profit of the Prihce, none being allow- 
ed to brew any of thefe liquors for fale, 
the alehoufes and taverns being obliged to 
get themfelves fupplicdfrom the Cabach. 
1708. In the beginning of the year 1708, the 

Czar having paifed the holydays at St. Te- 
tersburgh^ received expreifes from Marihal 
Sheremetoff and Prince MenzekofL that the 
of5wX«^"8 O^^'wedetj^ taking the opportunity of 
pafTes the the ice, had paffed the Vijiula^ and was 
Viftula. in full march towards Lithuania. The 
Ruffians who were quartered (as is already 
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laid), obferving the motions of the enemy, Book 
let at the fame time all the country on VIL 
fire before them ; fo that nothing was to be ^^•^^'^'^ 
feen but fmokc and flames. The Czar, 
whofe dcfign was always to keep the ene* 
my at as great a diftance from his own 
country as pofTible, repaired with all dili- 
gence to GrodnOy where he was refolved to 
defend the paflfage of the Nienien^ and 
having ordered his generals by no means to 
engage the enemy, but with a vifible advan- 
tage, he caufed fortify the bridge at Grodno^ 
and entrufted the command of that poft to 
Brigadier Mansfield^ with a body of about 
two thoufand men. 

The King oi Sweden ftill advanced, not- 
withfending the difficulties he met with, 
and came, accompanied onJy with fix hun- 
ilred of his troops, and attacked the Ruffians 
with fuch fury, who were ported at the 
faid bridge, that on the firft onfct, he beat ^^''ccs th^ 
them, and forced them to retreat under the ^^.^^^^ 
walls of Grodno. The Czar, who was in 
the town, finding that the bridge was for- 
ced ; and being informed, that the whole 
Swedi/h army were ready by break of day 
to invcft the place, retired' in the night with The czar 
his favourite, Prince Menzekoff] towards ^/7- retires. 
IUI ; but, having account that the King of 
Sweden had only fix hundred of his troops, 
wherewith he had forced the bridge, and 

taken 
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Book taken poflellion of the town oiGrodno^ he qr^ 
VII. dered a body of three thpu&nd men to 

V>rw re-take the place, and make the King pri- 
foner; but all the inhabitants having taken 
arms in defence of the Swedes^ the Ruffians 
were obliged to abandon that enterprize. 

The Czar was fo ill pleafed with Briga-r 
dier Mansfield s conduft in allowing him (elf 
to be beat from the bridge by fo fe\f, hav-r 
ing under his coitimand near four to one of 
the enemy, that he €aufed put him In arreft 
with defign to have him judged by a coun- 
cil of war; but he fearing the worft, found 
means to break hb arreft and went over to 
the enemy, where he gave the bcftinforma-* 
tion he could of the condition and defigns of 
the Ruffians. The Czar in the mean rime 
lent orders to Prince Repnia and Geqcral 
Bower^ who were quartered towards Woli^ 
nia^ in the moft fouthem parts of Lithua^ 
nioy to march towards Min/ky and Votth 
fky^ in order to join him, if found necefla- 
ry : he likewife ordered the troops which 
were mCourland and Livonia to advance 
towards Toloczk on the fame defign ; and 
finding, that the King of Sweden was de- 
figned to purfue him clofe, and (as he had 
given out) to carry the war into the heart 
of Ruffiay or oblige the Czar to come to -a 
decifive Battle, (by either of which the King 
thought furely to gain his point) he was as 

prudent 
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prudent as the other was forward, and took all B o o K 
poffible mcafures to prevent both ; and find- VII. 
inghis defignshad fucceeded fb well hither- ^^^^''^ 
to, the Sivedijh army being already dimi- 
nifhed both in their men and horfes, for 
want of better provifions and forage, in fd 
violent a feafon, he went on in the fame 
manner, continuing to bum and deftroy all 
the countries through which the enemy de- 
figned to march ; and at the fame time, fent ^^^^ ^^ 
repeated orders to his generals, to fhun all miDg to a 
occadonb of coming to an aftion with thc^^^^- 
Swedes y unlefs the advantage was fb vifiblc 
that they could not fail of fuccefs. 

The Czar after having left Wilna marched 
and quartered his troops betwixt Mohilon and 
Or/Zf, near to the Bortfthenes ; whence, he 
had a fure retreat to MeiziflaWy and from 
that to Smolenskb^ the Cojfacks and Col-* 
mucks leaving nothing behind them but 
ruins and deftruftion ; fo that the King of 7^,^ King 
Sweden was obliged to difperfe Kis trooip% ^^ s^wedcH 
into quarters, where they continued until the ^|[^^^ 
month of May^ not being able to march into quar- 
for want of forage and all other neceiTarics *«»• 
of life. 

Neverthelefs there happened an aftion be- 
twixt Minjky^ and Boriffow : a body of the 
Sivedijh cavalry and dragoons, attacked a 
part of the RuJJian army commanded by 
Marfhal Sheremetoff^ who notwithftanding 

continued 
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Book eontinuecl his march, keeping a ftrong guard 
VI L in his rear, fo that the enemy could make 
^-'^^^^^ nothing of it. 

Lieutenant-general Bower^ after having 
deftroycd moft places in Suuedip Lrvom'a, 
particularly the town of Derpty the fortifi- 
cations whereof were blown up and de- 
molifhcd, got orders from the Czar to march 
with the troops under his command through 
the frontiers of Courland and Lithuania to 
join the great army at Smolenskoy or w here 
they might happen to be. Brigadier Gor- 
douy with three regiments of infantry and 
one of dragoons, became very uncaiy to 
triefno- Prince Wiefnowitsky^ whofe quarters he of- 
^itsky 10- ten beat up, forcing him to retire from place 
2j°^ to place, cutting down his troops, particu- 
larly at Hori and Gorky; whereupon he 
was advanced to the charge of Major-gene- 
ral. 

Sineajkj Great-general of the crown, was 
all this while in Black-Rujfia^ giving no afi- 
ftance to the Czar but thundering out 
univerfalia's againft Stanipaus and his adhe- 
rents, declaring them to be traitors to their 
country, exafting contributions (as the Ruf 
fians had done) both from friend and foe. 
The truth is, he could not do much, the 
troops under his command confifting moftly 
of horfe, and being ill payed and worfe cloath- 
ed. The recruiting the Rujfian dragoons 

and 



P E T E R /ittf G R E A T. ' z6s 

imd Swedijh cavalry had left few good horfes Book 
in the country * the Cojjacks and Calmucks VII. 
had alfo carried off great numbers of them, v-^^w-/ 

The Czar after having crofled the Boriji^ 
henes vv^ith a part of his army, where he 
was joined by twenty thouland recruits, 
marched to Toloczk ; from thence he defign- 
ed to take a trip to St. Tetersburgh^ to fee 
what condition his fleet was in. This Prince, 
after fo great fatigue, fell ill of a dyfentery The ciar 
as he was upon the point oftakingjourney ;^*^^s ^^^ 
upon which, he repaired to Smolenjko^ leav- 
ing the command of his army to Marlhal 
Sheremetoff* and the reft of the generals, af* 
ter giving them what direftions and cautions 
he thought neceffary* 

The RuJ/ian fleet were not yet in condi- 
tion to deal with admiral Wachtmuff^ery who 
lay at Revel vAih a fleet, confifting of tjiirty 
fix men of war: notwithftanding which, 
Captain Zenavin made a defcent into Fin^ 
landy and attacked a fmall place called Borgo^ 
which he took, pillaged and burnt, then re- 
tired, carrying, off moft of the young people 
for flaves. After this he attacked Biornco^ and 
other frnall iflands, treating them in the fame The Rufi 
manner. About the fame time. Vice-admiral,/^'^ g^^ 
Count Bots^ with his gallics, took feveral at^fo[!^^ 
veffcls and barks, loadea with provifions for 
Stockholniy which he carried to St. Meters- 
burgh. All thefe advantages by fea (little as 

Vol. I. LI they 
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Book they were) gave the Czar no fmall plealur^ j 
VII. and I dare fay, contributed more to his 
^-'"^'^^ recovery than his phyficians. 

No fboner was he recovered than he uras 
obliged to take journey for his capital, in 
order to appeafe a fedition of the T)oncof^ 
facks occafioned by one Colonel BolaivsHj 
induced thereto (as was generally believed} 
by MazepUj Hettman of the Ukraine Coffacks^ 
that he might thereby oblige the Czar to di- 
vide his army. It had eflfeft fo far, that the 
Czar ordered Dolgoruky^ with a body of 
twelve thoufand foot and dragoons, to pre- 
vent the confequcnces of this rebelBon: but 
thefe Coffacks knowing nothing of thdr Co- 
loncl's defign, when they underftood that it 
was a rebellion againft the Czar, would have t2r 
kcnBolowin, andfent him prifoner to Mofcomi 

Bolanvsn'% had he not prevented them, by taking a pi- 

^^h'tT" h ^^ ^"^ fhooting himfelf dead; after which, 
' they carried his body to jifoph to the Go- 
vernor Mr. Apraxtn^ who caufed cut off 
his head and fent it to Mofcow : upon which 
Prince Dolgoruky was recalled, and ordered 
to join the army with his troops. 

The King of Sweden having intelli- 
gence that the Hettnian^ Mazepa^ had 
marched with an army of thirty thoufand 
Cojfacksy to join a body of twelve thoufand 
Ruffians, commanded by General Goltz^ 
who flood entrenched at Borifoiv^ obferving 

the 
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the motions of the enemy, marched with a B o o k 
dedgn to attack them. The Hettman, who VII. 
had been fometime ago in good underftand- v^v^^ 
ing with his Swedsp majcfty, made no great 
hafte to forward his march ; fo that Gene^ 
ral Goltz as the enemy advanced, broke up, 
and retr^ited towards Mohilow ; where he 
was joined by a body of four thoufand dra- 
goons, commanded by Major-general Stough^ 
together with {omc CoJ/acks and Calmucks^ 
who were continually employed in confum- 
ing and burning the provifions before the e- 
ncmy. The King of Sweden neverthelefs, 
quickned his march with defign to overthrow 
this body, but in vain, they ftiil retreating 
before him and deftroying the bridges, and 
every thing elfe to retard his march : but at 
length, Goltz having joined Prince Repnin 
and Renn^ being now about twenty thou- 
fand foot and dragoons, Marfhal Shereme-^ 
/<9^ joining them alfo with five thoufand dra*- 
goons more, a council of war was held : 
in which it was refolved no more to be on 
the retreat, but to wait the enemy at a place 
called Holoivfin ; where they were ftrongly 

entrenched. 

The King of Sweden ftill advancing, and 
perceiving that the Rujftans were joined to- 
gether in fo great a body, and refolved to ftand 
his attack, marched againft them with the 
greateft p^irt of his cavalry, and all theinfan- 

h\ z try " 
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Bo o K try he could bring up. On the 1 6th of J^- 
yil. ly he attacked the lines, where, afteraftrcoig 
V"^'^^ refiftance, and upwards of two hours di^ 
pute, xht Ruffians were forced to retire, leav- 
ing fix pieces of cannon : the Swedes loft 
jnoft men ; above half of the Kings Dro- 
. bants were killed, together with their com: 
mander Major-general Wrangel^ and up- 
wards of fifty officers more ; amongft whom 
was a Colonel and one of the King's Gene- 
ral-adjutants, with near to three thouiand 
Thcbatdc^^^^^^^ killed and wounded. On the Ruf 
of Ho^ Jian part was killed. Major-general Won/we- 
f^^* den^ and about twenty-fix officers more, 
with two thouiand Ibldiers* The King rf 
Sweden did not purfue the viftory, which 
had coft him fo dear ; the Ruffians before 
the engagement had taken care to (end away 
all their provifions and haggage. 

After this affair the King of Sweden be- 
gan to think, that be would find greater dif- 
ficulty in arriving at the capital of Ruffia^ 
than he had imagined, feeing plainly that 
tiie Ruffians were much improven in the art 
of war ; which was owing in a great mea- 
Ture to his delpifing them too much, in nc- 
glefting fuch favourable opportunities, which 
now too late he began to be fenfible of. 

fiut even yet, this hot and unadvifeable 
young Prince had a notable game to play, if 
he had followed right meafures. Why 

march 

* • V • > « 1 



P E T E R /** G RE A T. 2^9 ' 

march to Mofcow by the Ukraine which wis Book 
rather the way to Conjlantinopk? Was it VII. 
the encoufagement he met with from the ^^^"^"^ 
Hettman^ Mazepa^ who promifcd to join 
him with an army of thirty thoufand CoJ^ 
Jacks and furnifli him with provifions, ^c ? 
A weak expedient ! IJad the king of Sivedett 
attacked the RuJJlan Empire from his own 
frontiers, by marching againft Tleskow^ in ncv cr- 
conjunftion with Generdl Levenhaupt^ ta-'o.""^^^^ 
ken that town, which could not have held out ^f^^*, 
long, and there ereftcd a magazine; bycondua, 
this means, he could have marched into 
Rujfta at the head of betwixt (ixty and fe- 
venty thoufand Swedes and been provided 
with recruits ^c. (if they had been want- 
ed) from Sweden. If he had direfted his 
march thus, the Czar with all his prudence 
and force muft have fuccumbed: the King 
of Sweden could have forced him into any 
conditions he had a mind to ; but purfuinj 
his march through defarts and uninhabited 
countries, allowing his army to be cut off 
in divifions and parties, he at laft found him- 
felf reduced to that extremity of hunger, 
cold, and want of every thing, that he was 
neither well able to fight nor fly. 

The Czar joined his army two days after 
^e affair of Hohw/tn^ and was exceeding 
well pleafed when the Marfhal gave him the 
accounts thereof; faying, he was always 

willing 
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Book willing oa fuch terms to engage the enemy. 
VII. The King oi Sweden condnued fome time 
s^'^'o^ about MohiloWy as much to refrefh his troops 
after fo long and fatiguing a march, as to 
wait the arrival of the reft of his army ; and 
beginning already to be pinched for want 
^^ , of provifions, he fent orders to Gener^ 
to General Count Lcvenhaupt^ who was then in Cour* 
Leven^ lanJj to march with all expedition to 
^V' join him with what troops, ammunition, 
and provifions he was able to bring 
along. 

General Levenhaupt^ having received 
his mafter s orders, with great diligence 
marched with ail the troops he could raife, 
confifting of full fixteen thoufand horfe, foot 
and dragoons, all natural Swedes^ with 
three months provifions for the whole 
Sivedijh army. If the King had waited 
until he had been joined by dbis body with 
fo great a quantity of provifions, the Czar 
had been difEculted: but this unhappy 
Prince had no patience, but muft needs pafi 
the Borlfihenes ; wherewith the Czar was 
fo well pleafed, that he never thought of 
difputing it with him. I know not what 
opinion the Swedifi generals had of thdy 
King's proceedings, but of this I am fure, 
that all the Ruffian generals were fully pcrr 
fuaded the King with his whole army muft 
Inevit^bl^ periih^ confidermg the prudenf 

meafure^ 
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Dieafures the Czar had already taken^ and Book 
Was refolved to purfue to the end. VI I. 

The King 0/ Sweden crofled the Boriji- ^^^>r<j 
henes on the 15th o^ Auguft^ with his?^n^^^ 
whole army, and continued his march to-bcna. ^ 
wards the So(fa^ which he likewife crofled 
without oppodtion: but at a third fmall 
river called Czarnapatta^ there happened a 
fharp encounter betwixt a body or the Rup 
fians^ commanded by Prince Galitzln^ and 
fix of the Swedijh beft regiments, command- 
ed by Major-general Roje. 

The King of Sweden having ordered that 
General to march with the faid regiments, 
and poft himfelf to the bed advantage on 
the banks of Czarnapatta^ the Czar had no 
fooner accounts of it, than he ordered Lieu- 
tenant-general, Prince Galitzin^ with eight 
regiments of infantry and two of dragoons, 
to fall upon this body : he came up with 
them on the 9th of September early, after a 
moft tedious march; and being favoured 
with an exceeding thick fog, he was not 
difcovered by the enemy till he was clofe 
upon them. The Swedes fought with their 
ordinary bravery, the Ruffians (being near 
two to one) attacked them with no lefs 
vigour: the battle continued until the fog 
cleared up, when the Swedes feeing them- 
felves like to be attacked on all quarters, 
made their retreat after the beft manner 

they 
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Book they could^ ftill making a front towards the 

VIL Ruffians^ who purfued them for a mile, but 

^^^^^^^ no further, left the King of Sweden^ who 

lay with his army only a few leagues di- 

ftant, ihould have fent a reinforcement 

^ In this aftion die Swedes loft fix colours 

worftcd ID ^d two ftandards, with about a thouiand 

tbe firft men killed and wounded. The lofs of the 

«g^c* Ruffians did not amount to above fevcn hun- 

.dred. ^The Czar was fo well pleafed widi 

this viAory, that he invited the generals to 

fup with him J where he was exceeding fe- 

cetious and merry, and feemed to be no 

more in pain about his enemies. 

When the Swedes returned to their camp 
in fuch difbrder and fo much diminiihed, they 
iaw plainly, that they had taught the Ruf 
Jians the art of war ; and, that they were 
no more invincible themfelves. 

Some days after, as the King continued 
his march, he was attacked on his left by 
the Coffacks and Calmucks, fupportcd by fix 
regiments of dragoons, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-general Renfi. About a hundred of 
the Swedes were killed ; amongft whom, 
were two colonels, Tanquard aiid Rofen* 
fiiern : the King had on this occafion a horfe 
fliot under him, being always amongft the 
firft to attack the enemy. 

One would think, after all thele difad- 
vaiuages and lofles, that the King of Swe- 

den 
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den would have altered his mcafures, or at B o o K 
Icaft waited until Generai Levenhaupt had VIL 
come up; who Had made fuch an expedi- ^^rr>sj 
tious march, that on the 24tH oi Augujl^ 
he had already got the length o^Toloczk: 
but this head-ftrong Prince, after having re- 
fblved to attack Smolenjkoj (which was the 
wifeft courfe he could have taken in his 
then fituation, being already within a 
day's march of that place) of a fudden al- 
tered his courfe, and took to the right-hand, 
towards the Ukraincy depending no doubt on 
the great promifes Mazepa had made him ; 
who had fent his favourite Bejisnsky to 
him before he had crofled the Borijlhenesj 
afluring his majefty, that the Cojfacks look- 
ed upon him as their deliverer, and were 
ready to receive him with open arms ; which 
was enough to determine him to direft his 
march to that country, without confidering 
that it put him ftill at a greater diflance 
from General Levenhaupt^ who at laft ar- 
rived on the 27th of September at Slow ; 
and, after having laid bridges over the Bo- 
rsjihenesy pafTeditthe 3d of OSober. The 
Czar being duly informed thereof, took all 
imaginable care to prevent his joining his 
mafter the King of Sweden ^ and marched 
with ten regiments of dragoons and fix of 
infantry, befides Cojfacks ^ towards Gorky) • 
and at the fame time, ordered Licutenant- 
VoL, L Mm general 
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Book general Bo^wer^ with fix regiments of dra- 
VII. goons more, to march in his rear at a little 
diftance, to be in readincfs to join him if 
neceffary. . The Czar ftill continuing his 
march, came in fight of the enemy on the 
8th of OBober, who were encamped on 
the banks of the fmall riVer Tronia : Leven-^ 
haupt perceiving that the Rujfians were m 
his neighbourhood, but ignorant of their 
numbers, did not think it his bufinefs to go 
and attack them, but rather to continue hit 
march towards Le/no^ and further on, till 
he (hould join his mafter, according to or- 
ders. 

Next day the Czar at the head of this 
army, confifting of about twenty thoufand 
men, came up with the enemy before nine 
o'clock in the morning. So foon as the 
rhe Sivedlp General was fenfible that the 
Rujftans were preparing to attack him, he 
drew up his army in order of battle to re- 
ceive them, and at the fame time poftcd 
two. battallions of infantry on the fide of a 
morafs, through which the enemy muft of 
necefTity pafs, before they could come to 
attack him : whereupon the Czar ordered 
Colonel Campbel with his regiment of dra- 
goons on foot, (fuftained by two battalli- 
ons of the guards) to march and drive the 
enemy off from the morafs, where after a 
iliarp difpute (the Rujfians attacking vigor- 

oufly) 
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oufly) the Swedes were beat from it ; after Book 
which .both armies were difpofed in battle VII. 
array, the Czar having extended his line ^^-^'^^' 
beyond that of the enemy, with defign ^o^^^J^^^^ 
attack them in flank at the fame time: ^\t Uven- 
aftioH as ufual, began with the artillery on ^^^-/^■^ 
both fides, the Ruffian troops having orders 
not to fire till they were within teii or 
twelve yards of the enemy, who at the 
fame tiaic kept up their fire: at laft th^ 
battle went vigoroufly on, and continued 
fo for near the fpace of an hour, till at 
length i\\t Swedes making a forward pufh, 
the Rujfians were forced to retire, but in 
good order. Le^^enhaupt imagining they 
had got enough of it, did not purfue the 
advantage, but rather defigned to continue 
his march. Lieutenant-general Bower . ha- 
ving by this time joined the army with fix 
regiments of frefh dragoons, with thefe the 
Czar ftrengthened his whole line ; (b that 
againft four o'clock in the afternoon, the 
battle was renewed and fought with great 
vigour and refohition (neither fide yielding) 
till late in the night, that the Swedes were The 
puflied and forced to retire behind their ^^^^ 
waggons. The Czar on account of the gain, 
darknefs of the night, could not purfue the 
viftory, but withdrew a little back with his 
army, continuing all the night under arms, 
jn order to fall upon the enemy by break 

M m 2 of 
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Boo K of day and put an end to the affair; for 
VIL which he made the ncceffary difpofitionsy 

^^^"^ caufing at the fame time care to be taken 
of the wounded, and forbidding on pain of 
death his troops to ftir for pillage ; having 
determined from the beginning to perifh 
with his whole army, rather than allow this 
reinforcement with fb great a quantity of 
provifions, e^v. to join the King of Swe- 
den. 

CcDcral As day-light appeared, the Czar being 
Uven- ready to attack the enemy, was furprized to 

ma^dics ^"^ ^^^^ General Levenhaupt had marched 
off in the off in the night, not being able to make 
n'gKt- any further refiftance, leaving his artillery, 
ammunition and provifions, together with 
the wounded, to the mercy of the enemy. 
The Czar ordered Lieutenant-general Fkugh 
in purfuit of him, with a thoufand grena- 
diers on horfeback, and four regiments of 
dragoons, who came up with the Sivedes 
about a league diftant from the field of 
General ^^^^^^^ ^^d purfucd thcm fo clofe that they 
F lough Az' were forced to retire into a church-yard, at 
J^y"'^^^ S;;- a village caUed^^^ to the number of 

^'wedes ^our thoufand, and on Flouglh approach 
ncxtday. madea fign tocapitulatc: whereupon he fen t 
a Lieutenant with fix grenadiers to offer 
them quarters, but they, moft of them being 
drunk with brandy, had no regard to the 
command of the?r officers, but fired on the 

Lieutenant 



1 
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Lieuteaat^t and killed two of the grenadiers, Book 
fo that with much ado he efcaped himfclf : VIL 
w^hereupon General Flough attacked them ^^^^^'^^ 
on all q uarters, and put to the fword all 
that did not throw down their arms and aflc 
mercy. General Levenhaupt had fbmc^^«»* 
hours before crofled the river Lolock with ^^ ^^ 
betwixt four and five thoufand horfe andK^jj. 
dragoons, wherewith he joined his mafter 
the King of Sweden. 

This battle was obftinately fought on 
both fides, the Sivedip army confifting of 
fixteen thoufand men; the Czar's about 
twenty-eight thoufand, bcfides his own prc- 
(ence, which was worth feveral thoufands 
more. On the Swedijh fide about an hun- 
dred officers were killed, (amongft whom 
was Major-general Stackelberg)^ and three 
thoufand eight hundred private men; two 
thoufand nine hundred were wounded dur^* 
ing the aftion ; and this, befides thofe who 
were killed and taken in the purfuit ; who 
amounted to about five thoufand more; 
they loft thjrty-feven colours and ftandards, 
fixteen pieces of cannon, feven thoufand 
three hundred waggons, with money, pro- 
vifions and ammunition, befides what they 
had fet fire to before their retreat. 

Of the Rujpans were kilkd upwards of 
three thoufand (amongft whom was one Co- 
lonel, with eighty officers of different ranks) 

there 
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Book there were wounded about four thoufand, a^ 
VIL mongft whom was a Lieutenant-general, the 

^v^"^^^^ Prince of Darm/iaJt (who died fome tithe 
after) alio two Ruffian colonels; Lieutenant 
general Bower^ wa$ (lightly wounded. 

The King of Sweden finding himfelf diA 
appointed of this reinforcement, and the 
proviHons, ^c. he fo much depended upoDi 
direfted his march from Nlfna to Orlacow 
on the river Difna^ which he defigned to cro(s, 
in order to join Mazepq ; which was now 

General ^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ depend on. This he endeavour- 
Cordon ed on the 2 1 ft of Othber^ to oppofe whofc 
ordered to p^fl[„^ Maior-gcneral Gordon was ordered, 

oppofe the »^ ., o , •' ,. ° /• ,. . 7 

King of With a battalion or grenadiers, three rcgi- 
Snueden\ ments of foot, with four regiments of dra- 
2c Z>/^ goons, with eight field-pieces; with this 
* Ipeciality, not to allow the enemy to crofi 
that river coft what it would : the Swedes 
having prepared in order thereto, betwixt 
thirty and forty large floats of thick trees, 
ftrongly joined together (each float contain- 
ing about an hundred men, as clofe as they 
could ftand), moved forward about fii 
o'clock at night, and were fo warmly recei- 
ved by the fire of the Ruffians^ both from 
their artillery and fmall arms, that they 
were often beat back with incredible lofs : 
the fire continued from fix to eleven at night 
without intermifllon, until the Ruffians 
(their ammunition being quite exhaufted) 

W'erc 
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were forced to retire a little way back, the Book 
enemy keeping a continued fire upon them. VII. 
The Major-general fent feveral adjutants to J^'T*^,, 

. i't.1 L ^ t 1 Cordon ill 

the army, which lay about lev en leagues f^pj^^^^^l^ 
difVant, at a fmall place called Verowichj de* makct a 
manding ammunition, and did not march **^ "^^ 
ott till he received MarfhSl Sherem€toff\ 
orders ; then carried off his artillery, with all 
the wounded men, who were not a few. 
Of the J^i(^a« • were killed about eight^ 
hundred ; wounded near to nine hundred ; 
anxongft others, the Lieutenant-colonel of 
the grenadiers, with thirteen officers more j 
killed, a Colonel, with fixteen other officers 
of different ranks. The Sivedes were com- 
puted to have loft about two thou&nd, be* 
fides wounded. 

The enemy were three days in crofling 
the river with their artillery, ammunition 
and baggage; and, if his Czarifh majefty 
could have been prevailed upon to march 
with the whole army and attack the ene- 
my before they had tranfported the half of 
their troops, which was the opinion of the 
generals, in all human probability, there /^^^^ 
had been an end of the King of Sweden at opportuni^ 
this time : but he judging that the enemy ty. 
was not as yet fufficiently weakned, would 
delay giving a decidve battle until a more 
proper occafion. 

The 
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Book The King of S'weden having with foch 
VII. difficulty eroded the Difna^ direfted his 
v-'^^'^^ march towards the dutchy of Zernieov;^ 
where the Czar had taken care to deftroy 
all the provifions and forage, before he could 
get that length. In that country, he was 
joined by the Hettman Mazepa^ but not 
as he had undertaken ; for ot thirty thou- 
land Coffacks he had promifed to his Sivedifi 
majefty, fcarce four, or at moft five thou- 
iand marched with him ; and even thefe, the 
third day after, moftly returned to the Czar, 
declaring, that they knew not where the 
Hettman was leading them, nor any thing 
of his treachery. The Czar received them 
all very well, praifing and commending 
their fidelity, and appointed with the appro- 
bation of their colonels, Mr. Scuropatjky^ 
Hettmatiy in place of Mazepa^ who was 
declared traitor and burnt in effigy. 

But before we proceed farther, it may not 
be improper to give a Ihort account of this 
man's life and charafter: 

Jehn Mazepa was a ^oUp gendeman of 
of MazL y^^^^^^^f born near BulozerkioWj where his 
fa. eftate, called Mazepa lay, under which de- 
fignation he went: his mother's name was 
Magdalena MokioJJka: in his youth he was 
page to Cafimir King of Poland y where 
he got fome tinfture of letters; and» 
having lived fometime about that King's 

court 
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court until the Cojfacks rebelled againftBooK 
the ctov^n o£TolanJy he accompanied the VII. 
crown General, to whom he was of ufc ^^>^^^^^ 
during the rebellion, and who, finding him 
a man of parts, procured his being fent en- 
voy to the Cham of Tartary : on his return, 
being taken prifoner by the Zaparoge Cof- 
facksf they fent him to their then Hettman^ 
John Samuelowichj into whofe favour he fo 
well infinuated himfelf, that from time to 
time he advanced him, till at length he be- 
came his prime counfellor and fecretary, be- 
ing employed in all his affairs of moment, and 
in gathering up his revenues ; fo that he be- 
came exceeding rich, and was much efteemed 
by the Coffacks : and as Prince Baftl Galit^ 
ziftf in Czar Meters minority (as is already 
iaid), defigned the deflxuftion of the two 
Czars, then to ftep into the throne him- 
felf by marrying the Princefs Sophia, know- 
ing that the Hettmatty John Samuelo^ 
^wich was a fiithful vaffal of the Czar's 
and would be a great flop to his defigns, 
being a man of great power, as he lay 
encamped near Belgorod on the fron- 
tiers of the Ukraine, with an army oiCoJfackSy 
and Prince Bafil about two leagues diftant 
^ith the Ruffians ; the Prince fent to invite 
the old Hettmany with his. fbn, to come 
and dine with him, and concert meafurcs 
for the enfuing campaign; where being 
Vol. I. N n come. 
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Book come, Prince Baftl made them both prifbn- 
VII. ers. The Hettnian was fent into banifh- 
ment, then he caufed (hike of the tons 
head, without other form or proceis than 
giving out that they were traitors to the 
Czar, and kept a correfpondencc with 
the Turks 2n(\ Tartars; which had render- 
ed the campaign fo unfuccefsful : then, he 
eftabliflied his Minion John Mazepa, Hett- 
mafSy as the perfon moft capable and belov- 
ed by the Coffacks. 

John Mazepa was eflablifhed Hettman^ 
Anno i68yj and marched the following 
year, together with his patron. Prince 5a- 
filf towards Verecop : they were as unfbc- 
cefsful as. they had been the year before, 
but Prince Ba/il falling into difgrace, and 
being fent by the Czar into banifhment, 
Mazepa had the cunning by force of pre* 
fents among the courtiers, and other arts^ 
to ingratiate himfelf with the young Czar 
IPeter; fo that he was continued Hettman: 
and in 1 6^5, he aflifted the RuJJians in tak- 
ing Tavanj Singerie and AJlangorod on the 
Borifthenes: in 1697 he fortified Tavan 
to that degree, that the Turks having bc- 
fieged it witli a confiderable army, on the 
approach of the Rujfians to relieve it, th^ 
not being able to take it, abandoned the fiege. 
He married a rich widow in the Ukraine^ 
by whom he had only one daughter, who dy- 
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tng young, there remained of all his kindred Book: 
only a fifter s fon, whofe name was Obedi^ VII. 
^rwfky: this .nephew he defigned for his fuc* ^^--^>'^>^- 
ceffor, brought him up in the army, and 
made him Governor of Nygitiy and thereaf- 
ter lent him {^Anno 1 707; into Livonia at 
the head of the Cojfacks under Marfhal She 
remetoff^ where he behaved well enough. 

Mazepa having laid down the plan of his 
revolt with the iSng of Sweden fome time 
ago, and carried on their correfpondence by 
means of his favourite Biejienpty^ who had 
been long in his fervice, and to whofe fide^ 
lity he trufted: the King undertook to 
to make him fovereign of the whole Uk^ 
rainef and adjacent countries; or (as others 
0y) his defign was to reftore Ukraine to To^ 
landj together with Kiaw and Smolensko ; and 
he was to have for himfelf and his heirs 
whatfoever, the dutchies of Courlandj Seme^* 
gal and Samoitia in (bvereignty, under th^ 
protection of Poland. Be this as it will, he 
was near eighty years old when this ambitious 
projeft po{I<;{red his breaft; and after the 
King ot Sweden had crofled the Difna^ h? 
called all the colonels together, and a bo- 
dy oiCoJfacksy which he thought he could 
depend upon, made a fpeech to the colonels^ 
wherein he fet forth the tyranny and barr 
b^rity of the Rujfians ; how often they had 
encroached upon fhe liberties and privilege? 

N n a of 
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B o o K of the Cojfacks; that now they had it in their 
VII. power to (hake off that yoke, and make 

^-^"^^^ Ukraine hence foreward a fovereign, inde- 
pendent, and confequently a flouriuiing na- 
tion ; which to effeftuate, he invited them 
all to march with him and join the King of 
Siveden with all their force, and fight with 
him againft the perfidious Kujfians^ affirm- 
ing that with their joint force, they would 
' oblige the Czar to grant them the condid^ 
ons the King o{ Sweden had undertaken. 

The colonels fccraed all of them much 
furprized at this fpeech, and told the Rett- 
man^ that it was what they had not as yet 
conHdered, and defired to be allowed (bme 
time before they fliouldgive a direft anfwer; 
which they promifed to do in a few days, and 
^ook leave of the Hetttnan ; he porfuing 
• his march towards the King of Stvedeny and 
they going direftly to the Czar, giving him 
an account of the whole, and promifii^ 
him fidelity, faying withal, that if they faa4 
been able, or had had any of their troope 
with them, they fhould have brought Aftf- 
zepa prifoner to his majefty. 

By this means, he only joined the King 
of Sweden with not much above four thou- 
fand men, who all returned the third day 
after, as is already faid ; fo that none re- 
mained with Mazepa but forty or fifty pcr- 
fons, his domeftic fervants. 

Upon 
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Upon this, the Czar ordered Prince Men- Book 
zekojf^ with a body of twenty thoufand VII. 
men, to march and attack Baturirij the re- ^^^""^^^ 
iidencc of the Hettman : when Menzekoff 
came before that place, one part of the 
town refifted, but the reft opened their 
gates, without making any oppofition : then 
Prince M<?//zf^o^ went ftraight to MazepasvTvocc 
palace, and bcfet it, expelling to find his -^^^2:^^^ 
treafure, but was dilappointed, ^^^^p^^\^^^rm 
having caufed before-hand carry all that was Baturin. 
x^\xz\Acj together with a good quantity of 
provifions, to the King of Sioederis camp. 
Prince Menzekoff enraged at the difappoint- 
ment, caufed firft pillage the whole town, 
then burnt it to afties, to the ruin of many 
thoufands of innocent families. 

I could learn no otlier particulars con- 
cerning Mazepaj but that he died at Con- 
Jlantinople ; and that the Czar made prcfling 
inftanccs to the ^orte to deliver him up ; 
which, it is thought, would have been 
done, (tho' at firft refufed) had nqt his 
death interveencd. 



End of the Seyenth Book. 



THE 



THE 



HISTORY 



o r 



T E T E R the GREAT, 



Emperor of RUSSIA, 



BOOK VIII. 

t 

THIS year 1 708, the Ruftan Ambaf- Book 
fader at London^ Mr. Matucoff^ after VIII. 
having taken his lad audience of the 
Queen, (as he fat in his coach in the even- *7^' 
ing, going to an affembly) was arrefted at 
the inftance of his banker for a debt not a- 
mounting to three hundred pounds Jierling : 
he fufpeAed the Ambaffador would take 
journey without paying him. The thing 
taking air immediately, the Vortuguejc 
minifter and others went to the tavern 
where the Ambaffador was in cuftody, and 
relieved him by becoming bail for the 
fum, after he had been four hours in con- 
finement. 

Mr. 
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Book Mr. Matucoff iDflfted on having (atisfac- 
VIII. tion for the affront put upon the Czar his 
yy^'T^sj ixiafttff, in his perfon ; which if rcfufcd, he 
faid; his mafter had it- in his power to ulc 
reprifals on the Queen's minifter Mr. Whit- 
iporth at Mo/cow J and on the EngUJh mer- 
chants, and trading people at Archangel. 
Queen Whereupon the Queen caufed imprifbo 

Anne the banker; but there being hitherto no law 
Czar iatil^ ^"^ England for a cafe of this nature, it gave 
faaioo. the Queen and parliament an opporcuoity 
to make one for the future in favour of 
foreign mmifters: at the fkme time, her ma* 
jefty wrote a letter to the Czar, excufing the 
harfh and unprecedented ufage his AmbafJa- 
dor had met with; that flie was willing 
lo give all manner of fatisfaftion, giving 
him at the (ame time the title of Emperor ; 
wherewith the Czar was foftencd, fo that 
nothing further at this time happened upon 
it. 

About the end ciDecewher^ the Czar 
having advice from the Crown-generals of 
Poland and Lithuania^ that Stamjlaus with 
a confiderable body of Toles and Lithuania 
cnsy together with four thoufand iwe^/f/, 
commanded by General Crj^Sw, were ga* 
thering together, in order to attack them ; 
and that if they were not fpcedily fupplied 
with a ftrong body of troops, a«id money 
wherewith to pay the crown-army, whkh 

they 
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they wifhed might be fent them before the Book 
middle of Aprils or they Ihould not be VIII. 
able to oppofc the enemy. \^r>rsj 

Upon this the Czar, on the 2^th of that The Czar 
month, ordered a body to march, confiftingof ^^'^*^" 
near to ten thoufand men, underth^command march a- 
of General Goltz^ Lieutenant-general Prince ga>nft.S/a- 
Galitzin, and Major-general Gordon. This'^'^^'"- 
body marched from Liledin^ notwith- 
ftanding the exceffive cold, and arrived at 
Kiovj in the beginning of February* Ge- 1709. 
neral Goltz acquainted the crown-generals, 
that in cafe they were any ways ftraitned 
by the enemy, to direft their march to- 
wards the ^olljh Ukraine^ and that as foon 
as he could be fupplied with forage, he 
fhould march to theh* affiftance. 

Towards the end of March this body^ 
confining of five thoufand eight hundred 
foot, and three thoufand fix hundred dra- 
goons, marched from Ksow into Grcat-^o^ 
lanJy carrying not only provifions but fo- 
rage along. 

King Stanijlaus rightly judged, that if 
this body were allowed to join the crown- 
generals, who were quartered in and about 
Limbergj it would not be an eafy matter to 
deal with them: therefore it was deter- 
mined in a council of war, to give battle to 
the Ruffians^ and cut them to pieces firft ; 
then to march againft the croy^n-gcncrals. 

Vol. I. O o General 
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B o o K General Go/fz having intdfigcncc thciwrfi 
VI 11. marched in fo good order, and fo ckA^ 
v-^"^^^ that he was not much in pain about them ; 
2^^^^^' but as he marched near to a finall place 
bv General called Todkaffuen^ in Black^Rnffiaj it being 
Co/tx, already afternoon, ^^c enemy came in view, 
much fuperior in numbers to the Ruffians. 
Count Sapega and theWoywode of Kiow 
led on the "Toks^ but being hot and impar 
tient, they would not wait the up coming 
o( tht Swedijh infantry, but attacked with 
abundance of refolutioh : they were how- 
ever fo warmly received by the Rjiffians, 
that in lefs than half an hour they were 
beat back, and driven upon the infantry; 
fo that all went into confufion. The* 
Swedes retreated in all hafte, and had noc 
night come on, which put an end to the 
purfuit, they had been entirely overthrown : 
the Ruffian dragoons purfued them for half 
a league, and brought a Colonel \wth fifty 
private men prifoners into the camp. In this 
aftion were killed and wounded about four 
hundred of the enemy ; a hundred priibncrs 
taken during the aftion, befides what woe 
taken in the purfuit ; alfb fourte^ ftand- 
ards, three pair of kettle-drums, and about 
two hundred waggons. The Rufftans had 
mot above twenty-five mep kUled and 
woundedr 

King 
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King Stanijlaus and General CraffoWj 6 o o IC 
with his four thoufand Swedes^ together VIIL 
with the difpcrfed Toles, marched back in- v>^'><^^ 
to Gre^t-Toland: General Goltz ftiil pur- ^'/^^^^ 
ftting after them, until he joined the crown- back into 
generals at Limberg; where a council of^''^J'^*i 
war being held, it was rcfolved to purfue the ^'^ * 
Swedes^ and endeavour to bring them to a 
battle, or force them to leave the country. 
Lieutenant-general ftmccGalttzrn was re- 
called to his command of the guards, and^ 
Major-general Gordon ordered to command 
|he inhintry in Poland ; where we fhall 
leave them, and return to the King of 
SiJt/eden. 

That Piince was disappointed on all fides, 
pot only of the fuccours and proviflons he 
cxpeAed by General Levenhauptj but alfb 
by Mazepaj who (as is already faid) had 
not fifty Cojfacks remaining with him ; fo 
that the King feeing all his great promifes 
come to nothing, judged at firft that he 
had tmpofed on him, and for fon^e days 
kept htm under guard ; but at laft, feeing 
with what feverity the Czar punifhed his 
friends who had been in Baturin ; as alfb, 
the reducing that town to afhcs, he came 
to have a better opinion of him : for, tho' 
the Cojpicks did not declare openly for the 
Sv^des^ yet under-hand they gave them all 
}lfmitance, by furnifliing proviflons as far as 

O o a they 
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Book they were able : as for inftance, at MiklmVy 
VIII. (where the Czar had ordered Colonel Camp- 
^^-^^^^^ bel with his regiment) the Coffacks in the 
night-time, being in concert with the King 
of Sweden^ opened their gates and allowed 
four thoufand Swedes to take poffefBon of 
the town; where Campbel had enough to 
do to fave himfelf, with the lofe of two 
hundred of his dragoons, having made all 
A new cr- the refiftance he was able. This gives oc- 
^^xf o^^ caCon for the following refleaion : Had the 
Snueden. King of Sweden entered RuJJia from Lh^th 
ftia, either by Novogrod or ^lejhrwy the 
Czar would have been obliged to make ufe 
of all his force on that fide ; then the Cof- 
facks would have been at freedom to aft in 
what Ihape they pleafed : but his marching 
into the Ukraine undid all, the Czar IKil 
marching before him, into the heart of the 
country, with an army at leaft double his 
number, which fo over-awed the Coffacks^ 
that they durft not declare themfelves, but 
were fain to ly dormant : for, if they had 
not, the Czar would have burnt and de- 
ftroyed all their towns one after another, 
having the proper eft inftrument in the world 
for fuch a purpofe, namely Prince Menze- 
koff] that being his province, where plunder 
was to be cxpefted. 
The Czar T^j^^ Czar was alfo fuccefsful this year 
inFinland. ^7^9 ^^ i:tulaud: a party or the Swedes^ 

confifting 
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confiding of about twelve hundred men, Book 
were beat by a detachment from the garri- VIIL 
fon of St. Tetersburghy with the lofs of ^-^-^^^ 
near half their number: after which, Ma- 
jor-general Lubecker with a body of four 
choufand Swedes^ made a defcent on the 
ifland Katufaryy but was repulfed by Major- 
general J5r//c6', with the lofs of five hun- 
dred of his body killed and taken pri- 
foners. 

The King of Sweden^ notwithftanding 
all the difficulties he laboured under, and 
the uncxprertible cold, which rendered all 
warlike operations imprafticable, direfted 
his march towards Rumnie and Konnotope; 
where his army was fo pinched for want 
of provifions, that a meafure of barley- 
meal was fold at twenty-five guilders: 
thus were the Swedes ftarved with hunger 
and cold, whilft the Rujfianshzd plenty 
of every thing, and both officers and fol- 
diers were well covered with furs; not- 
withftanding which, both armies as foon as 
the cxceffive cold abated a little, frequently , 
encountered in ftrong parties. 

General Bowery as the Sived/Jh army lay 
betwixt Belezowa and Mopozwa^ fell upon 
a party of them near to that laft named 
place ; where he killed and took prifoners 
near three hundred. 

General 
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Book General Ktnn fome days after, attacked 
VIIL another party of the Suuedes near Opozrw^ 
^^y'>r>sj l>eat them, killed and took prifoners about 

two hundred* 
The King The King o£ Sweden on his march from 
^^^^ MopozwM to Hadijhy attacked a finall town, 
demolirhet ill foTtificd (as mpft of the Cojfaeks* towns 
y^/^ruz. jjj.^^ called Vopruz ; which place the Czaf 
had garrifoned with two thoufand Ruffians^ 
under the command of Colonel Farmer^ 
where, after the Swedes had been two fc^ 
veral times repulfed, the commandant witlh 
out hopes of fuccour, and not being in con* 
dition to ftand a third aifault,. capitulated, 
and g^ve up the place ; which the Swedes 
demolifhed* The Ruffiufts loft in the two 
attacks, a Major, fix captains, nineteen 
lieutenants and enHgns, and about three 
hundred common foldiers. The Swedes 
fuftained far greater lofs, having two colo* 
pels, three majors, feven captains, thirteea 
Untenants and enHgns killed, and about 
five hundred common foldiers killed and 
wounded : the Swedes attacked on all quar- 
ters. The garrifon was allowed to march 
out with their arms, but no ammunitioa or 
provifions. 
Marches Though this could not but exceedingly 
tdwl. ' weaken the Swedes, it made po impreflion on 
their King ; he continued fixed in the notion 
of forcing his way to Mofcow^ and in order 

tHerctO| 
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thereto, he direftcd his march to ^ultawa^ Book 
much againft the opinion . of his generals, VIII. 
particularly Marfhal RenfiiU^ who ad- 
vifed him to return into Black-Ruffia^ a 
plentiful country, there to recruit his army 
and get every thing ready to attack the 
Czar's dominions, if he could not be pre* 
vailed upon to offer an advantageous peace. 
This advice the King had no regard to, but 
followed Mazepas, who told him, that in 
^ultawa he would find plenty of provifions, 
befides a confiderable fum of money. 

About this time both the King of Swe^ 
Jen and Mazepa wrote to King Stanijlaus^ 
defiringhim to march into theUkraine with 
all the forces he could raife, and all the pro* 
vifions he poflibly could bring along : Mtx- 
zepa wrote further, that his prefence in the 
Ukraine would encourage the CoJ/acks to 
break off from the Czar and join him ; fo 
that with their united forces they would 
compel the Czar to go into what terms they 
thought reafonablf : but thefe letters fell in- 
to the Czar's hands, who after having read 
them, faid fmiling ; * He wiftied he were 

• come, for againft that time he hoped to 

• be in condition to folemnize the feaft of 

• the thrte kings with a method/ 

After the King of Sweden had demolifh- 
ed the fortifications o£Vopruz, and con- 
£ioied mod of the provifions he had found 

in 
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B o o K in it, he marched towards ^ultawa^ a large 
VIII. but not a ftrong place, in the Ukraine^ bc- 

^<^^^^^^ longing to the Cojfacksy fituated betwixt the 
rivers Pzel zndlVorJkla: here the Czar had 
a garrifon of four thoufand Ruffians. The 
Kmg of Siveden inverted and laid a formal 
ficgc to it, there being in it a magazine of pro- 
vifions, ^T. which he very much flood in 
need of. 

The prefcrving of Tultawa being of the 
lafl: confcquence to the Czar, he marched 
with his whole army to its relief, eroded 
the river Worjkla on the 2oth of June^ and 
encamped within a league of the enemy, 
who wxre advantageoufly and ftrongly en- 
trenched. On the 25th, the Ruffian array 
advanced within a fhort half league of the 
Swedes^ entrenched as before: on the 26th, 
the Czar accompanied with his principal 
officers, together with a ftrong efcort of his 
guards, wxnt and viewed the enemy, and 
on his return made the necefTary di^ofiti- 
ons to give them battle next day. The 
King of Sweden having in like manner dif- 
pofcd matters on his fide, was not only de- 
termined to hazard the battle, but to make 
the attack. 

J^^^/zl"!^ The order of battle on the Ruffian (Idc 

0ua. was thus: the Czar, though he had never 
taken the command upon him before, but 
at the battle oi Lefno^ refolved to direft 

matters 
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matters here in perfon ; under him, were Book 
the generals, Sheremetoff^ Repfiin 2nd Bruce: VIIL 
on his right were two Lieutenant-generals 
Galitztn and Do^goruky ; and on his left, 
General ^llart and Lieutenant-general Bei^ 
ling: the body confifted of fifteen regi- 
ments of foot and three regiments of gre- 
nadiers: this was the Emperor's particular 
command with the above-mentioned gene- 
rals. The right wing confifting of eight 
regiments of dragoons, and three regiments 
of horfe grenadiers, was commanded by two 
^Lieutenant-generals i?^///; znd Bower: the 
left wing, confifting of eight regiments of 
dragoons, with the Czarowich's regiment 
of guards, was commanded by Lieutenant- 
general Hinjky: Prince Me'/;2^^(?^ (General 
oi the dragoons) had no particular ftation, 
but attended the Emperor as Aid-de-camp- 
General to receive his orders. All this was 
befides the referve, which confifted of eigh- 
teen regiments more. 

The S%vedijh order of battle was as fol- 
lows : the body of the army confifted of 
twelve regiments of foot, together with the 
guards ; the King in perfon at their head, 
though in little capacity to aft, by reafon of 
a wound which he had received in the foot 
fome days before, in a fkirmifli with the 
Co(facks^ near to ^ultaiva : under him com- 
manded Marihal Renjhild, General Count 

Vol. L , P p Levenhaupty 



29S The History of 

Book Levenhaupt^ with four Major-generals, Roje 
yill. Lagercrou'71^ Sfar^ and Stakelberg : the right 
^^■^"^^"^ wing confifting of twelve regiments of horfe 
and tlragoons, was commanded by two Ma- 
jor-generals, Creux and Slepenhack: the 
left, confifting often regiments of horfe and 
dragoons,' was commanded by the Major- 
generals Hamilton and Spar. 

The King of Sweden perceiving plainly 
that the Emperor of RuJ/ia was now m good 
eameft determined to give him battle, re- 
folved, as is already faid, to make the at- 
tack: accordingly, on the 27th, before day, 
he ordered three regiments of foot, with 
four regiments of horfe and dragoons, to 
fall upon the right of the Rujftans^ and keep 
them in play until he could march up with 
the army. This advanced body was com- 
manded by the two Major-generals, Slepen- 
hack and Rofcj who marched according to 
orders, and attacked the right wing of the 
Ritjfians fo vigoroully, that they gave way: 
the infantry at the fame time maftered two 
redoubts, horfe and foot purfuing the Ruf- 
fians fo elofe and fo far, that the Sivedes 
were quite cut off from the body of their 
army; and at the fame time, were fo warm- 
ly p!l. d by the cannon from the Rujftan en- 
trenchments, that they were forced to re- 
tiiO to a low ground near a wood; where- 
upon, the Czar ordered Lieutenant-general 
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Hjnjkj with fivcrcginientsof dragoons, -and Bo p k 
Lieutenant-general Rrntzel with the like VIII. 
number of foot, to fall upon them, which they ^^^^^^ 
did fo cffeftually, that after a fharp difpute 
this body was entirely routed, and Major* 
general Slepenback made prifoner. Major- 
general Rofe made his cfcape towards the 
approaches^ under a rifing ground, where 
he got into a redoubt with fome few men, 
thinking to fave themfelves ; but bqing clofe- 
ly purfued by General Rentzel^ who having 
furrounded the redoubt, fent a drum to 
offer them quarters ; after a few minutes 
confideration they thought fit to accept 
thereof, and furrendered at difcretipn. 

By this time, the Rujftan infantry were 
drawn up and formed at the head of 
their trenches, leaving only within the lines 
three battalions, under the command of the 
Colonel of artillery, Gunter^ together with 
three thoufand CoJJacks to guard it, or aft as 
occafion required. At the fame time. Colo- 
nel Golowin, with three battalions more, was 
ordered to take poffeflloh of a cloifter near 
the town, to preferve a communication 
fherewith. 

The Riijftan army having quite altered 
their firft difpofition, were now formed 
in two lines ; the firft confifting of ten re- 
giments of foot, with eight regiments of 
dragoons on the right, and the like number 

P p :^ oq 
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B o o K on the left, wjth twenty field-pieces ; (the 
VIII. fecond line much about the fame with the firft) 
'^y^'T^^j moving forwards towards the enemy, who at 
the fame time marched clofe againft them, and 
attacked with their wonted impetuofity ; be- 
ing formed much after the fame manner. 

About nine o'clock in the morning the 
battle began, and was fought with much 
vigour and bravery on both (ides for above 
the fpace x)f an hour, till at laft the Swedes 
gave way, and were fu broke, that there 
was no poflibility of continuing the batde 
any longer, the Rujfians ftill gaining ground, 
cutting them down without mercy ; fo that 
their lofs was incredible. The Sivedijh ca- 
valry fuffered confiderably, but by far, 
not fo much as the foot : they quitted the 
field in tolerable good order *. 

This was fb compleat a viftory, that few 
the like has been known, and all obtained 
by the firft line of the Ru£ian army, the 
fecond never having been engaged. After 
the viftory, it was not known what was be- 
come of the King of Sweden ; he was not 
able to ride on horfeback on account of his 
wound, and the litter in which he was 
carried, was found broke to pieces. 

The 

* Voltaire is in a very great miflake here, tn tffinnicg the 
Six}edes to be but eighteeo thoufand, and that there was th^ 
like number of Coffacks ; whereas they were truly full thirty- 
iive thoufand national S*wedes^ and no Coffacks at all. 
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The Emperor of RuJ/ia during the whoieBoo k 
aftion, behaved much like a General, with VIII. 
all the vigour, bravery and magnanimity ^^^^"^ 
imaginable: he was mounted on zTurkiJh 
horfe, moftly in the front; but moving here 
and there, where his prefence feemed moft 
neccflary, and encouraging his troops. 

The Swedijh infantry who fought it to 
the laft, fuffercd exceedingly, there being 
about eight thoufand killed and wounded 
on the field of battle, and in the purfuit 
three thoufand taken prifoners; amongft 
iR^hom were Marfhat Renjhild^ two Major- 
;enerals, Stakclherg and Hamilton^ (Slepen^ 
^ack and Rofe were taken before) four co- 
lonels, '7^/2. the Duke of Wsrtemberg^ Aple^ 
green^ Horn and Einjhield^ eight lieuten- 
ant-colonels, together with a vaft many o^ 
ther inferior officers; four pieces of can- ' 
non, an hundred and fifty colours and 
ftandards, with above four thoufand wag- 
gons. 

Count Tiper, the King of Sweden s prime 
minifter, feeing the battle loft, went toge-^ 
ther with the two fecretaries, SyderycUn and 
Duben^ with all that belonged to the chan- 
cery, into Vultawaj and delivered thcmr 
fclvcs prifoners of war. * 

Of the Ruffians, belonging to Hhc dra- 
goons, were killed. Lieutenant-colonel JmWj 
ihree majors, captains and fubaltcrns, a-^ 

bout 
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Book bout fifty-five: wounded, Lieutenant-general 
VIII. Rentij two colonels, Chamardin and Leont^ 
^^^^""^^^ cowy three lieutenant-colonels, four majors, 
and about thirty captams and fubaltems. 

Of the infantry, killed, Brigadier Fylenbeim^ 
one Colonel, one Lieutenant-colonel, and 
about eighty more, majors, captains and 
fubaltems; wounded. Brigadier Vollonjkyj 
three .colonels, Lacy^ Inglis and Wolcow; 
lieutenant-colonels, majors, captains and 
fubalterns, about an hundred and forty: the 
whole killed and wounded, amounting not 
to above five thoufand nine hundred fifty 
and three. 

The Stvedip army being after this man- 
ner routed. Lieutenant-general Prince Go- 
Utzhj with^the guards all on horfeback, 
and Lieutenant-general ^e^if/^, with four 
thoufand dragoons, were ordered off dif- 
ferent ways in purfuit thereof. Prince 
MenzekofT mzxchtA next day with five thou- 
fand dragoons more, who being joined by 
BoweTy came up with the enemy at 7ere- 
iwolochin (on the 3 oth) ; where they found 
them drawing up on the decline of a rifing 
ground, near to the Bonjlhenes^ and were 
informed by a Swedijh quarter-mafter, who 
was brought prifoner to them, that the 
King of Siveden^ together with Mazepa^ 
two major-generals, Horn and Spar^ with 
abpuit five hundred of his beft iQOunted 

p-oops, 
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troops, had eroded the BorlJIhenes aboutBooK 
three hours before ; having left the com- VIIL 
mand of the army to General Count Leven- v.^^>"n^ 
haupt. Whereupon, Prince MenzekoffrnzTchr 
rd up nearer the enemy, and fent to the 
commanding General, a Brigadier, to offer 
him quarters if he would furrender with 
the troops under his command, prifoners of 
war, fmce it was not in his power to make 
better of it; informing him at the fame 
time, that the whole Rujftan army were on 
their march with defign to att^tck him ; and . 
that if he made any hirther oppofition they 
might all expeft to be put to the fword. 

General Levenhaupty after fomc more 
than two hours deliberation, on purpofe to 
give his mafter the King of Sweden the 
more time to get off, (ent Major-general 
Crufsy Colonel Duker^ Lieutenant-colonel 
Traut/eddeTy and General- Adjutant Doug- 
Ja/sj to treat with the Prince of a furrender; 
which ^as agreed to on the following General 

terms: that General Count -^^'^^'^^^^/^ ^A^Vur- 
together with all the troops under his com- render* to 
mand, generals, officers, and common fol- ^"dcc 
diers, (hould give themfelvesup prifoners of j^^^'^ 
war to the Emperor of Rujfia^ on thefe 
conditions : 

Firfly That they fhould deliver up them- 
felves, horfe and accoutrements, and con- 
tinue prifoners of war until they fhould be 

relieved, 
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Book relieved, cither by ranfom or exchange ; 
VIII. their cloaths and all they had about them 
^-'^^'^^ to remain theirs unfearched. 

Secondly^ Their generals and officers 
fliould be allowed their equipages and bag* 
gage ; and, that in cafe of their not being 
ranfotned or exchanged, on the conclufion 
of a peace betwixt Riifpa and Sweden^ they 
Ihould all be fet free without raore ado; 
in the mean time to be well ufcd ; and, that 
if any of the officers under a Colonel, were 
dcfirous to go to Sweden on their own pri- 
vate affairs, they fhould be allowed, on ob- 
liging themfelves to return in a fpecificd time. 

Thirdly^ The artillery, arms, ammuniti- 
on, colours, ftandards, inftruments of war, 
military cheft, plate and treafure belonging 
to the King of Sweden^ fhould be delivered 
up to the Czar. 

Fourthly^ Thzt the rebellious Cojfacksy if 
any were, fliould likewife be delivered up: 
and for the more fecurity, this agreement 
w^as figncd by the commanding generals on 
both fides at 7erewelochin the 30th day of 
June 1709, figned Menzekoff^ C. Leveu-- 
haupt. 

There was an additional article, that the 
generals and officers fliould be allowed thcii 
fervants, as well as other equipages ; the com- 
mifTaries, fccretaries, almoners, phyCcians, 
chirurgeons and regiment-writers, the like. 

After 
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After this agreement^ fixteen thoufandBooK 
horfe and dragcx)ns gave themfelves up pri- VIII. 
(oners of war, to nine thou fan d Rujfians ; "^^""^^^ 
(b far matters were changed. But it is to* 
be confidered, that the poor Swedes had 
not one mouthful of bread, nor had they 
made any tolerable meal for three days be- 
fore: all the prifoners, civil and military, 
amounted to fixteen thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety-five. The whole killed and ta- 
ken prifoners on this occafion, amounted to 
about thirty-two thoufand men, befides thofc 
who made their efcape during the battle; 
and after, which came to fome thoufands 
more, (moft whereof were taken by the 
Cojfacks) all native Swedes. 

Lieutenant-general Bower crofled the 5^ 
rijlhenes with a body of two thoufand dra- 
goons, and the like number oi Cojfacks ^ in 
purluit of the King of Sweden ; but Mtf- 
zepa^ who knew the country, condufted him 
through by-ways to Oczacow^ as much for 
his own fafety as the King's. The Gover- 
nor of that town made difficulty to allow 
them paffage over the Bog^ till he fhould 
get the comm^mdmg Bafla's orders from 
Bender. 

The King was fcarcely got over the river 
when the Ruffians came up, and in his 
fight, took fome hundreds of his fmall 
company prifoners: Bower having no or- 

Vol. L Q^q dcrs 
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Book dcrs to proceed further, returned with the 
VIIL prifoners to Tultawa. - 
^^-^^^^^ As Oczaco'w was but a fmall ill fonificd 
place, the King of Siveden did not think 
himfclf fafe in it, but fet forward to Ben- 
der^ where he was received by - the BaHa 
with all poflible refpcft. 

As foon as General Bower returned to 
oiSvxdc^n ^idtaiva^ and informed die Czar of the King 
goes to o^ Sweden s pafTIng into Turky^ his majcfty 
Bender. fQ^xh^\^\^ difpatchcd a commifTary to Corjlan^ 
thiop^e^ requiring the Grand Seignior to deli- 
ver up the King of Sweden^ but particular- 
Xhc ly l^is rebellious {v\y\z^Mazepa ; which the 
Grand Su tuH, by advicc of the Mufty, would by no , 
sci-mor ri^^^^^ yj^j j ^^ j^ being a rule in the ylxom 

deliver to grant protcftion and refuge to all who re- 
him up» p^;^ ^Q them in diftrefs. 

The Swedip prifoners were well u(ed, the 
Czar caufing the generals dine with him : a- 
m.ongft other difcourfc he afked Marihal 
Reujhild^ how ftrong their army might be 
. before the engagement ? The Marihal an- 
fvvcred, that none but the King knew that 
exadly, bi t that he believed they might a- 
amount inv\ hole to about thirty-five thoufand 
men. The Emperor afked further, how 
they could adventure to advance fo far into 
a(n enemy's country, at fo great a difhmce 
from their own, with fuch fmall numbers? 
Renjhild replied, that they were not al- 
ways 
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ways confultc(3, but obliged to fubmit to Bo o k 
the King's orders, though often amongft VIIL 
themfelvcs, they were of different fcnti- '^■^^>r>^ 
mcnts: whereupon the Empeior prcfcntcd 
him with a fword, telling him at the fame 
time that it was in regard of his fidelity. 

After dinner the Emperor caufed diftri* 
bute the Svjedfjh generals amongft his own: 
Marflial Renjhiid was given to Marlhal She-^ 
remetoff^ Count Tiper to the chancellor, 
Gohwkitty the Duke o^Wirtcmherg^ to 
Prince Menzekoff^ General Stake berg to Ge- 
neral Renn ; arid fo on with the reft. 

Some time after the battle of T^Jtawa^ the 
Czar having laid afide all refentment againft 
King Aiigujlus (^whether really or fecm- 
ingly I know not), wrote to' him after the 
King of Sweden had entered into the Uk-- 
raine^ to return into Toland with his Saxon 
troops, in order to keep up his party, feve- 
ral of them having fallen off and joined his a new al* 
adverfary King5'/a;;//7tf//x; whereupon, King^'^"^^ ^" 
Auguftus had a meeting with the King of czar, the 
Denmark ; and they, together vyith the ^^ps ^^ 
Czar^s minifter, entered into a new alliance ^^^'^^^^^^ 
offenfive and defenfivc, againft the King of Juguftu/, 
Sweden; who had about this time publ'fh- 
cda manifefto inviting the Cofjlicks to break 
. off from the Czar, and to join their good . 
Hettman, Mazepa, promifing to free them 
from the opprefllon of the Kujfians^ and 

• Q^q 2 make 
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Book make them hence forward a free and inde- 
VIII. pendent people. 

^^^^'"^ This obliged the Czar to ptiblifh a coun- 
XbWhM*^ tcr manifefto, j^hcrein he made appear to 
a manifcflo the Coffacks that the King of Sweden had 
in oppofj- jjQ other dcfign, but to make them (laves 
Wng of ^ to the traitor Maze fa ^ which he would 
Smfedin'$. take care to p'revent, and continue them 
always a free people ; that the old men (till li- 
ving, had not forgot the cruelties andhard- 
Ihips they had met with from the ^oles^ until 
his father of glorious memory, Czar Alexis 
Miphaelowichj took them under his pro- 
teftion ; with a great deal more to this pur- 
pofe, which would be tedious to infert. 

The Czar fhewed abundance of regard 
to all the Stvedijh officers, but in particu- 
lar to the Duke of JVirtemberg; he not 
only caufed deliver him his fword, but al- 
io ^ive him his full liberty: but this young 
Prince, partly through cold, fatigue and bad 
accommodation, on his return to Germany^ 
The Duke fickencd and died of a violent fever at 
^^"^'f Zubnom Volinsa^ where his Czarifh majefty 
death. caufed him be interred, with all the .mag- 
nificence and (late due to his rank ; fent tus 
heart to the dutchels his mother, with his 
compliments of condolance, by Colonel 
Bruckindalj one of his General-adjutants. 
The Dutchefs to preferve to futurity the me- 
mory of fo great clemency, and generofi- 

«7; 
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ty ; caufed creft at Stutzard a monument of B o o K 
marble, which in fo far as it regards the VIIL 
Emperor ^eter the Great, is as follows : v-^^vn^ 

Magnus enim Mofcovias C^far 
PETRUS ALEXIUS, 

Virtutis in hojie quoque ajiimator^ 

Trincipi fimul ac vijb 

Libertatem mox reddidit^ 

Omnemque dum vixit habuit honorem: 

Et pojiquam vivere dejiity 

yfrdenti febre ipjo in itinere correptus^ 

Fatum tanti principis doluit^ 

Splendidafque ei exequias fieri jujftt 

Dubnovia? in Volhynia. ^c. 

After the above furprifing viftory, there Great «• 
appeared all ostx Rujjia exceeding great re-J?»^"«» 
. joicings ; and as (bon as the accounts there- ^^^ ^ 
of came to the Czarowiih at Mofcaw^ he Pult 
caufed invite a great many perfons of the 
higheft rank to fup with him; where, after 
the healths of the Emperor and generals had 
gone round, a magnificent fire- work was 
prefented, which continued till paft mid- 
night. Next 'day all the foreign minifterS 
went to court, and made their compliments ; 
where they were entertained: then a gene- 
ral feftival was appointed all over the "city, 

to 
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B o o K to continue fourteen days, during which 
VIII. time, the women were allowed to ring the 
^■^"^'^''^ bells over all the churches of the town ; a 
thing never permitted but on the week be- 
fore Eajler^ and until ^afemodo. 

A? often as the Governor of Mofiau^^ 
Prince Tagarin entertained, (^ which was fre- 
quently) he bellowed on the populace 
ma!t-fpirits, beer and mead, in abundance. 
Above the great entry of his palace, the 
Emperor's effigies was erefted with the fol- 
fowing infcription illuminated. 

InviBiJfimo ^ feliciffimo imperatorij 

Petro magno^ principi optifTto^ 
7io^ felici; qui propria marteSwecos 
. Omnes ad Pultauam ^ Boriftinem 

Fudit. D. 27. Junii 1709, 

The Rujftan minifters at foreign courts 
were not deficient in making their beft ap- 
pearance, clpecially at the Hague^ and at 
the courts of Denmark and Trujpa. 

But to return to the Czar and his vifto- 
rious army : after the battle of Tultawa^ a 
great council of war was held, wherein it 
was refolved, that all the regiments both of 
foot and dragoons, fhould be forthwith re- 
cruited, and the army divided into three 
bodies ; that Marfhal Shertmetojf, with tbijh 
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ty thoufand men, fhould march through Bo ok 
Lfthuania\z\to Livonia; Lieutenant-general VIII. 
Prince Galitzen fhould attend the Czar into ^^-^^^^^ 
^olandy with the guards and ten thoufand 
dragoons; General AUarty with General 
Prince Repnin^ fhould continue on the fron* 
tiers of Volinia^ with the regiments both of 
foot and dragoons, which had fuffered moft 
in the aftion, , to pbferve the motions of the 
Turks and Tartars^ and to keep all right a- 
mongft the Cojfacks. 

To go back a little into ^oland^ General 
Goltz^ together with the crown-generals, 
about the middle of May y marched from 
Limberg in purfuit of King Stanijlaus and 
General Crajfow^ but could never come up 
with them: atlaft, finding themfelvcs fo hard 
put to it, and hunted up and down, General 
Crajfoiv with his Swedes retired into Svje* 
dijh ^omerania. King Stanipaus continued Stanijlaur 
{^xWmTolandy but rather incognito than ^^^p^l^^ 
the head of a body of troops to oppofe his 
enemies: after which, General G^/z march- 
ed back into Black-Rujfiay to a place called 
UgannWy where he lay encamped until he 
got the accounts of the battle of* Tultawa. 



END of the Firjl VOLUME. 
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